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Preface. 


In  presenting  this  little  volume  to  the  LeveriVig  Family  and  their 
connections  by  marriage,  containing  the  proceedings  of  the  l'"irst  Re- 
union of  the  Family  held  in  the  United  States,  it  is  very  gratifying  to 
state  that  the  interest  taken  in  the  collection  of  Family  History  and  the 
manifest  family  pride  was  sufficient  to  warrant  the  Association  in  pub- 
lishing the  proceedings  and  in  this  manner  preserve  the  nian\'  valuable 
points  of  Historic  Note  presented  at  the  meeting. 

Perhaps  some  may  be  disappointed  in  not  seeing  the  Family 
Genealogy,  that  was  collected  by  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  appear 
in  this  publication.  ThLs  Genealogy  was  collected  for  another  pur- 
pose. It  was  for  the  purpose  of  securing  a  complete  Register  of  the 
Family  in  a  large  Register  IJook  prepared  for  that  purpose,  and  also 
that  it  might  he  used  in  compiling  the  New  History  of  the  F'amily,  or 
a  continuation  of  Jones'  History  of  the  Family  down  to  the  ])resent 
time,  which  has  already  been  commenced  by  Colonel  John  l,evering 
of  Lafayette,  Ind.,  under  the  auspices  of  our  yVssociation.  This  will 
require  considerable  time  to  complete,  as  it  will  be  a  work  of  great 
magnitude,  connecting,  as  it  will,  the  Family  with  the  early  Pioneer 
Settlement  of  America,  ar.d  the  formation  and  protection  of  our 
Government. 
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Levering  P.  O.,   Knox  County,  Ohio.      ) 
September   nth,    1S90.  j" 

At  a  social  gathering  held  at  the  residence  of  Hon. 
John  C.  Levering,  in  honor  of  his  sixty-first  birthday,  by 
hi.s  family  and  sixty  other  near  relatives  and  made  a 
surprise  party  to  him,  it  was  suggested  by  Charles  B. 
Levering  that  a  Reunion  of  the  Leverings  be  held  at  a 
season  of  the  year  when  it  was  convenient  tor  as  many 
as  po.ssible  to  attend.  This  matter  had  often  been 
talked  of  by  other  members  of  the  Family  in  the  last 
few  years,  when  other  respectable  families  had  been 
holding  family  reunions  in  honor  of  their  pioneer  r'athers 
and  Mothers  of  Owl  Creek  valley. 

The  Levering  family  is  quite  numerous  in  this 
vicinity,  three  brothers,  Daniel,  John  and  William  hav- 
ing moved  their  families  here  from  Bedford  county, 
Pennsylvania,  and  entered  and  bought  their  lands  be- 
tween the  years  i8to-i8i6.  The  suggestion  having 
been  heartily  endorsed  by  all  present,  John  C.  Levering 
added,  that  this  Reunion  should  include  all  of  the  name 
and  their  connections  by  marriage,  living  in  the  United 
.States  of  America,  which  was  heartily  agreed  to,  and 
lor  the  purpose  of  obtaining  an  expression  from  other 
members  of  the  Family  not  present,  a  temporary  organ- 
ization was  made  by  calling  Charles  B.  Levering  to  the 
Chair  and  electing  Clayton  F.  Graham  (a  relative)  Sec- 
retary. _    ,     ,     .  ' 
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2  LEVERING    FAMILY    REUNION. 

On  motion  the  Chairman  appointed  as  committee 
on  correspondence  Hon.  John  C.  Levering-,  Allen  Lever- 
ing of  Mt.  Gilead,  O.,.  Fernando  VV.  Levering  of  Co- 
lumbus, O.,  John  B.  Levering  and  Clarence  C.  VVirick, 
and  they  were  instructed  to  learn  the  wishes  and  desires 
of  other  members  of  the  Family  not  present  and  make 
a  report  at  a  future  meeting.  On  motion,  Hon.  John 
C.  Levering,  E.  W.  Brown  and  Joseph  S.  Graham  (a 
relative  by  marriage)  were  appointed  a  committtee  to 
fix  time  and  place  for  holding  the  first  Reunion. 

The  Secretary  was  instructed  to  notify  the  absent 
members  of  the  committee  and  request  their  attendance 
and  report  at  the  next  meeting. 

After  a  general  discussion  of  the  subject  the  meet- 
ing adjourned  to  meet  at  the  same  place  on  the  evening 
of  October  25th,   1890,  at  six  o'clock  P.  M. 

CiiAKi.Ks  B.   Levering,  Pres't. 

C.   V.   Graham,  Sec'v. 


Qll^e  Scconb  ITtcctincj. 


Levekinc;   p.  O.,   Knox   Countv,  Ohio.       | 
October   25th,    I890.  f 

The  members  of  the  different  committees  and  others 
of  the  Levering  family  met  at  the  residence  of  Hon.  John 
C.  Levering.  The  committee  on  Correspondence  re- 
ported that  all  who  had  been  heard  from  and  seen  were 
very  favorable  to  holding  a  Reunion,  and  suggested  that 
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the  exercises  be  so  conducted  as  to  gather  in  all  import- 
ant items  of  historic  note  and  interest  to  the  Family  at 
large  ;  to  extend  our  researches  as  far  back  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  family  genealogy  as  possible,  and  to  correct 
s^T,.y^.  any  errors  that  maybe  found  in  the  Levering  Family 
**  *  History  published  in  1858  by  Hon.  Horatio  Gates  Jones 
i|:.4  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  continue  that  history  and  gene- 
alogy to  the  present  time  or  make  arrangements  to  have 
it  done. 

The  committee  on  Time  and  Place  reported  Thurs- 
day August  6th,  1891  as  the  most  suitable  time,  and  as 
it  would  likely  be  a  large  gathering,  they  selected  Mr. 
E.  W.  Brown's  picnic  grove  as  the  place,  this  being  on 
lands  that  were  entered  and  owned  by  Daniel  Levering, 
and  yet  owned  b)'  a  relative  by  marriage. 

The  reports  of  the  committees  were  adopted  and 
on  motion  the  temporary  organization  was  made  perma- 
nent, and  authorized  to  proc<'ed  with  the  necessary 
action  for  holding  the  first  Reunion.  On  motion  Hon. 
Allen  Levering  and  Hon.  John  C.  Levering  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  on  Program  and  also  on  Letters  ol 
Invitation,  to  be  sent  to  each  member  of  the  Family  and 
their  connections  by  marriage  living  in  the  United  States, 
so  far  as  could  be  learned,  requesting  their  attendance 
and  assistance  in  gathering  all  points  of  historic  interest 
that  would  contribute  to  the  family  history,  and  for  their 
assistance  in  holding  the  first  Reunion  in  the  Owl  Creek 
valley. 

This  committe(-  was  requesleil  to  report  at  next 
meeting  so  that  all  who  were  to  take-  part  in  the  exer- 
cises might  be  notified  and  come  duly  pri-paretl. 

The  committee  on  1  ime  and  Place  having  s(,:lected 
Mr.  Brown's  grove  as  the  place  lor  ho!tling  tie  Reunion 
it  was  suggested  and  adopted  that  it   he  made  a  basket 
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picnic  and  general  invitations  be  extended  to  friends  and 
neighbors  to  come  and  join  with  them  and  have  a  grand 
social   time. 

On  motion  Shannon  Levering,  Noah  C.  Levering 
and  C.  C.  Wirick  were  appointed  a  committee  on  Fi- 
nance, and  instructed  to  begin  soliciting  donations  from 
members  of  the  Family  to  defray  the  necessary  expenses. 
Shannon  Levering  was  elected  Treasurer,  and  David 
Levering  of  Woodview,  Morrow  county,  Ohio,  Vice 
President.  On  motion  Hon.  John  C.  Levering  was 
elected  Corresponding  Secretary,  and  given  charge  of 
all  correspondence  of  the  organization.  On  motion 
Hon.  Allen  Levering  was  authorized  to  procure  a  blank 
book  for  the  Secretary  in  which  to  keep  the  minutes  of 
the  organization.  On  motion  it  was  agreed  to  procure 
a  suitable  register.  On  motion  an  executive  committee 
was  appointed  consisting  of  Hon.  John  C.  Levering, 
Chairman,  Charles  B.  Levering,  Mrs.  Sattira  Levering, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  R.  Cook,  John  B.  Levering,  Mrs. 
Carrie  Levering,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  W.  Brown,  Allen 
Levering,  Mrs.  Lydia  Levering,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  J. 
Cook,  Shannon  Levering,  Mrs.  Mary  Levering,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  J.  S.  Graham,  Riley  Levering,  Mrs.  J.  B. 
Levering,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Williams,  Edward  Lever- 
ing,   Mrs.   Zetta    Levering,    and    Mrs.    Elmira    Brewer. 

This  committee  was  to  take  full  charge  of  all  the 
affairs  necessary  to  the  successful  management  of  the 
Reunion,  and  was  also  authorized  to  add  other  members 
if  necessary.  There  being  no  other  business  on  motion 
the  meeting  adjourned  to  meet  at  the  same  place  on  the 
evening  of  November  22nd,  1890. 

Charles  B.   Lkvering,   Pres't. 

C.   F.  Graham,  Sec  v. 
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THIRD    MEETING 


(CI?e  CI?ir6  incctinc3. 


Lkverinc;  p.  O.,  Knox  County,  Ohio.      | 
November  22nd,    1S90.  ) 

^  The  committees  and  members  of  the  Levering 
Family  Organization  met  according  to  adjournment. 
Hon.  J.   C.   Levering  was  chosen  Secretary  pro  tcvi. 

In  the  absence,  of  the  Chairman  of  the  committee 
on  Program  and  Letter  of  Invitation  Hon.  John.  C. 
Levering  reported  a  Program  of  Exercises  for  the  entire 
day.  Said  Program  was  adopted  and  ordered  printed 
on  a  four  page  circular,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
copy : 


Off' 


I     aril 


F3ROGRA.IV1 

^crcring  ^^atnilij 

I^eunion  and  Ba^I^et  picnic 

E.   W.    BROWN'S    GROVE, 

^       (a    relative     by     MARRIAGE    IN     THE     FAMILV) 

9n  tt^e  J3ank5  of  £>\x>l  (£rcck, 
AT  Levering'S  Knox  Co.,  Ohio,       I 

^  ON  I 

(I(|iirsbaij,  2Iiigiist  6,   [h<)\,  \ 

f)i5loricaI  (Compiler. 

FlCKNANDO   W.    LF.VKIIINii. 


OFFICERS    OF    THE 

'Ccrcring  family  Hcimton 

organization    for    1890—1891. 
CiiAS.  n.  LRVF.iiiNG.  President. 

riAVMi  I.KVKKiNii,  Vice- I'rcsldeut. 

(.).  V.  (iiiAiiAH,  HecTolary. 
John  C.  I-evkring,  Cor.  Sec'y. 

Sii.ANNO.s  I.KvEKiNO,  Treasurer. 

finance  Committee. 

'  Noah  LKVERiMi. 

i£reciitiiie  Committee. 

JOHN  C.  LEVEltlNii,  CliniriiiHii. 

Mrs.  Satiira  Levekim;, 
Mrs.  Carrie  Levering, 


Chas.  li.  Leveji 
Allen  I.evekini 
John  H.  T.evehi 


Mrs.  Lyuia  Levering, 
.-^HANSON  Levering. 

Mils.  Mauv  Levering, 
Kiley  Leveking, 

Mrs.  J.  B.  Levering, 
Edward  Levkring, 

Mrs   Zetta  Levering, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  II.  Cook, 

JtR.S.    El-MIRA    HREWEK, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  W.  Brown, 
.Mr.  and  Mrs.  S,  J.  Cook, 

Mr.  ami  Mrs.  Lilme  Wilma.ms. 
John  Williams, 

y«.  and  Mrs.  J.  s.  Rraham. 


•^1-  proarvitn.i^ 

THURSDAY,    9    O'CLOCK    A.  M. 


Author  of  tlie  Leyerint'  Family  History 
to  1.%S.  On  the  European  IFistory  of 
of  the  Family,  and  the  Emiumtion  to 
America  in  l<jSC. 


Giving  Brief  Historical  Accounts  of  the 
Family  in  America  or  United  .State.?. 


ADJOURN   FOR  HINNEK. 


■^1-  program.  1^ 

THURSDAY,    2    O'CLOCK    P. 


M  USIC. 

ADIIRE.S.S,  Giving  Account  of  the  Life 
and  Times  of  the  Three  Brcither.s  who 
were  Among  the  Pioneer  Settlers  of 
tlie  Owl  Creek  Valley. 

DUN'IEL    LEVERING, 

John  C.  Levering 

M  (ISIO, 

JOHN    LEVERING, 


■ERNA 


MLSIC. 

.EVERING,  ALLEN  Leverin 

.MUSIC. 


3ENERAL  REMINISCENT  REMARKS 
i-Ro.M  (lEN.  GEO.  \V.  Morgan,  Hon. 
Columbus  Delano,  Secretary  \Vm. 
W'iNDoM,  GEN.  A.  Banning  Norton, 
Rev.  .Stephen  Cook,  Dr.  D.  M.  L.  Sin- 
c;erv,  Bazil  MURi'iiEY,  \Vm.  Lyon,  J. 
M.  John-on,  \Vm.  Kili.en,  John  Blair, 
AND  other    friends   anh   neighbors 
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The  Letter  of  Invitation  reported  by  the  committee 
and  adopted  by  the  organization  is  as  follows : 

I.EVKRiNr,   P.   ().,    Kxox  Co.,   Ohio,       ) 

I'V'ljniary ,    iSgi.   ) 

M_ ; 

At  the  time  of  the  celebration  of  Hon.  John  C.  Lexering's  sixty- 
first  hirtiulay  at  liis  residence  at  Lexx'ring,  Kno.x  Co.,  ().,  on  Septem- 
ber II,  1S90,  by  liis  family  and  friends  (who  made  it  a  .surprise  jiarty 
to  him),  the  ])ropriety  of  holding  a  Reunion  of  tlie  Levering  I'"ami!y 
and  all  connected  by  marriage  was  proposed,  as  had  often  licen  talked 
of  by  certain  members  of  the  family,  as  their  grandfathers  were  among 
the  i'ioneer  settlers  of  the  Owl  Creek  Valley  here,  and  for  the  pinpose  of 
obtaining  an  expression  from  other  members  of  the  family  not  ])resent 
A  temporary  organization  was  made  by  electing  Chas.  H.  Levering, 
T^resident,  and  C.  F.  Graham,  a  relative.  Secretary,  and  appointing  a 
Committee  on  Correspondence,  to-wit :  John  C.  Le\ering,  Allen 
Levering,  Fernando  W.  Levering,  John  B.  Levering  and  Clarence 
Wirick  ;  also  on  time  and  place  for  holding  the  Reunion,  Committee : 
Yj.  \V.  Brown,  John  C.  Levering,  and  J.  S.  (jraham.  An  adjourn- 
ment to  meet  at  J.  C.  Levering's  residence,  October  25  next  to  hear 
the  reports  of  the  committees  was  taken. 

The  committees  met  and  reported  that  all  who  Irad  been  heard 
from  were  very  fa\'orable  to  the  Reunion,  and  the  Committee  on  time 
and  place  reported  Aug.  6,  1891,  and  in  Mr.  E.  VV.  Crown's  Pic-nic 
Grove  as  the  most  suitable  place,  as  it  would  be  on  lands  entered  by 
Daniel  Levering  and  yet  owned  in  the  famil)-  by  a  relative  by  marriage. 
It  was  decided  to  hold  the  Reunion  and  to  make  the  temporary  organi- 
zation pernnanent  with  others  added.  Other  committees  were  formed 
and  adjourned  to  meet  at  the  same  place  on  November  22  next  and 
hear  further  reports  from  the  several  committees. 

The  Committees  met  at  tliat  date  and  made  \  cry  satisfactory 
reports.  The  Committee  on  the  Exercises  (.Allen  Levering  and  John 
C.  Levering)  reported  a  Programme  and  a  Letter  of  Invitation,  which 
was  adopted,  and  recommended  that  they  be  sent  to  all  of  the  name 
or  to  each  family  and  connection  by  marriage,  for,  according  to  H. 
G.  Jones,  of  Philadeli)hia,  History  of  the  Levering  Family,  published 
in  1858,  all  of  the  Name  in  the  United  States  and  Europe  are  of  the 
same  family.      It  was  further  resolved,   that  this  Reunion  be  s(j  con- 
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ducted  as  to  gather  up  all  items  of  interest,  relative  to  the  members  of 
the  family,  who  have  been  the  pioneers  and  died  since  1858;  that  the 
Jones  history  may  be  continued,  and  prepare  the  way  for  holding 
Annual  Reiuiions  of  the  Family,  at  Levering,  Knox  Co.,  Ohio,  and 
have  the  proceedings  printed  as  a  Souvenir  of  each  Reimion,  thereby 
continuing  the  Family  History  correctly  for  many  generations  yet  to 
come. 

F.  W.  Levering  was  appointed  a  Committee  on  Printing  and 
ordered  to  make  rejiort  with  the  number  ordered  at  the  ne.\t  meeting 
to  be  held  on  January  24  next,  when  the  Corresi>onding  Secretary  was 
ordered  to  begin  sending  them  to  the  different  members  of  the  family 
and  re(iaest  each  member  to  be  present  in  [jersun  and  assist  in  c;on- 
ducting  the  e.\ercises  or  in  sending  to  the  Corresponding  Secretarv  by 
May  ne.\t  or  sooner,  any  and  all  items  of  interest  connected  with  the 
life  and  times  of  the  Pioneers  of  their  branch  of  the  family,  so  that  it 
can  be  given  to  those  who  have  charge  of  that  part  of  the  ])rogram, 
to  the  end  that  they  will  be  preserved  and  made  part  of  the  continued 
history  of  the  Levering  Family  in  which  it  is  expected  each  and  every 
member  of  the  family  will  be  deeply  interested,  and  to  know  that  tliey 
are  of  the  old  French  Huguenot  .stock  of  the  si.xteenth  century. 

It  certainly  should  be  a  source  of  pride  to  know  that  they  are  of 
the  old  French  Huguenot  stock  of  the  si.Kteenth  century,  whose 
heroism  in  defense  of  civil  and  religious  liberty  is  still  marked  features 
of  character  in  their  posterity  to-day.  The  jiride  of  the  Levering 
■  Family  to-day  is  found  in  its  strong  individuality,  its  healty  constitution 
that  has  ever  made  them  ready  and  willing  to  go  forth  and  do  battle 
for  the  principles  that  have  maintained  and  distinguished  so  many  gen- 
erations of  our  ancestors. 

Again  extending  you  a  hearty  invitation  to  be  present  in  person  or 
send  assurances  of  your  interest  and  co-operation  by  letter,  we  remain. 
Most  Respectfully  V'ours, 

CHAS.   ii.    LRVKRING,   /'mV. 

Jonx  C.    Levkkin.;,    C,>r.   .S"<v. 

On  motion  the  Corresponding  Secretary  was  author- 
ized to  procure  a  blank  book  in  which  to  keep  the  records 
of  correspondence.  On  motion  it  was  ordered  to  have 
printed  fifteen  hundred  copies  of  the  Letters  of  Invita- 
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tion  and  two  thousand  copies  of  the  Programs.  On 
motion  the  Corresponding  Secretary  was  ordered  to 
procure  five  hundred  one  cent  stamped  envelopes,  and 
one  thousand  two  cent  envelopes  with  return  marked  on 
them. 

F.  W.  Levering  was  appointed  a  committee  on 
Printing  and  Historical  Compiler.  There  being  no 
further  business  the  meeting  adjourned  to'  meet  at  same 
place  in  four  weeks. 

CiiAs.    B.    Li;\'i;ri.\g,   Prcs't. 

John  C.   Lkvkrino,  Sec'y.  pro  leiii. 


(If^c  ^onxii}  ITlcctin^. 


Lkvering  p.  O.,   Knox  County,  Oiiro.      ) 
December  20th,    1890.  f 

The  committees  and  members  of  the  Levering 
Family  Organization  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  at 
the  residence  of  Hon.  John   C.   Levering. 

The  committee  on  Finance  reported  that  they  had 
been  successful  in  obtaining  funds  for  the  use  of  the 
organization. 

All  present  were  encouraged  with  the  progress  of 
the  different  committees,  and  after  a  full  discussion  of 
the  various  features  of  the  enterprise,  the  meeting  ad- 
journed to  meet  at  the  residence  of  John  C.  Levering 
on  the  24th  of  January  1891,  at  seven  o'clock  P.  M.- 
Charles  B.  Lkvkrinu,  Prcst. 

John  C.   Lva-erinc,  Secy,  pro  tern. 


'.'    Sj'^K'"?  I:>. -I  I'll  I  u;ijh   ■^;:i:'«  lai    '. 
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a:i?c  ^iftl?  meeting. 


Leverinc,  p.  O.,   Knox  County,  Ohio.      ) 
January   24th,    1891.  ) 

The  ofticers  and  committees  of  the  Levering-  Family 
Reunion    Organization    met    pursuant    to    adjournment. 

The  committee  on  E.xercises  reported  having  re- 
ceived from  the  printer  the  Programs  and  Letters  of 
Invitation,  which  were  ordered  distributed  according  to 
previous  arrangement. 

The  committee  on  Finance  reported  forty-eight  dol- 
lars subscribed.  The  committee  was  instructed  to  con- 
fer with  Mr.  E.  W.  Brown  in  regard  to  selling  privileges 
on  the  grounds  on  the  day  of  the  Reunion  and  report 
at  the  next  meeting.  The  propriety  of  employing  a 
Stenographer  to  report  the  proceedings  at  the  time  of 
the  Reunion  was  discussed,  with  a  view  to  publishing 
the  same,  the  majority  present  being  favorable  to  the 
same.  On  motion  the  form  of  Register  reported  by 
John  C.  Levering  was  adopted,  and  he  was  authorized 
to  procure  the  same.  On  motion  the  meeting  adjourned 
to  meet  at  same  place  May  23rd,  at  six  o'clock  P.  M. 

Charles  B.  Levertng,  Pres't. 

John  C.  Levering,  Secy,  pro  tern. 
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Lkvering  p.  O.,  Knox  CouNr\',  Ohio.      ] 
May   23rd,    1 89 1.  I 

The  officers  and  committees  of  the  Levering  Family 
Reunion  Organization  met.  according  to  adjournment. 
Allen  Levering  was  elected  Secretary  pjv  tern. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  read  a  communica- 
tion from  Col.  John  Levering  of  Lafayette,  Indiana, 
proposing  to  change  subjects  with  Mon.  Horatio  Gates 
Jones  on  the  Program,  Mr.  Jones  to  prepare  a  paper 
giving  a  brief  Historical  Account  of  the  Family  in  the 
United  States,  and  Col.  John  Levering  to  give  the 
European  History  of  the  Family,  and  their  Emigration 
to  America  in  1685,  which  proposition  was  agreed  to  by 
the  meeting. 

The  committee  on  Finance  reported  having  seen 
Mr.  E.  W.  Brown  concerning  the  right  to  sell  privileges 
on  the  grounds  and  that  he  would  give  them  a  definite 
answer  at  this  meeting;  on  account  of  his  absence  the 
committee  was  granted  further  time.  The  committee 
reported  having  fifty-seven  dollars  subscribed  and  that 
they  intended  to  see  others  and  secure  more ;  that 
thirty-eight  dollars  had  been  paid  to  the' Treasurer. 

The  Treasurer  reported  that  the  bills  for  printing 
Programs  and  Letters  of  Invitation,  which  amounted  to 
twenty  dollars,  had  been  paid  ;  also  some  other  small 
bills  and  there  was  yet  some  money  in  the  Treasury. 
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John  C.  Levering-  reported  having  ordered  made 
the  Family  Register  Book  in  Columbus,  O.,  and  that 
he  had  received  word  that  the  proofs  were  at  the  ex- 
press office,  but  not  in  time  to  have  them  at  this  meet- 
ing. He  stated  he  had  given  the  subject  much  thought, 
as  he  considered  the  book,  if  properly  prepared,  a  com- 
plete Genealogy  of  the  Levering  Family  and  their  con- 
nections b\'  marriage,  as  far  back  as  their  is  any  record 
of  the  Family,  provided  it  be  connected  with  the  Jones 
History  and  Genealogy  of  the  Famih',  and  that  he  would 
proceed  to  have  it  finished  as  he  thought  best  by  the 
next   meeting. 

On  motion  John  C.  Levering,  Allen  Levering  and 
L.  R.  Selover  were  appointed  a  committee  to  consult  a 
Stenographer  and  learn  what  would  be  the  expense  of 
having  the  proceedings  of  the  Reunion  prepared  for 
publication. 

On  motion  a  committee  on  Music  was  appointed  by 
the  President,  consisting  of  Joseph  S.  Graham,  John 
Williams,  Edward  Levering,  Lewis  H.  Ackerman  and 
Noah  C.   Levering. 

The  following  named  ladies  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee on   Decoration. 

Mrs,   K.  W.   Hrcwx, 
Mio.  John   Williams 
Mrs.    1.    1!.    I.lvkrin.;, 
Mrs.   Li.ovn   I.lvkrinm;, 
Mrs.   C.'i.f.mlnl   Ackkrm  \n, 
Mrs.    Lkwis   1!.    .\cKKk.\iA\, 
.Mrs.    Mary    Harih^kovl, 
.Ndss  Cora    F.u.lin. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  read  several  letters 
he  had  received  from  members  of  the  Family  who  lived 
at  a  distance,  so\  ';ig  that  they  approved  of  the  Reunion 


Mrs. 

L.   R.  Selovkr, 

Mrs. 

Shannon  Levi;r 

Mrs. 

Edwaki.)  Levicri 

Mrs. 

jnSF.l'll    .S.    (JraH. 

Mrs. 

Frank   Hosack, 

Mrs. 

Isaac  Wirick, 

Mrs. 

John  Wirick, 

Mrs. 

Carrik  E.  Eevkr 
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and  hoped  to  be  able  to  attend  ;  bthers  expressing  re- 
grets that  they  could  not  be  present. 

Hon.  Horatio  G.  Jones  wrote  that  on  account  of  ill 
health  he  could  not  possibly  be  present,  but  would  send 
a  paper  prepared  on  the  American  History  of  the  b^amily. 
Letters  were  received  from  William  Windom,  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  and  from  Hon. 
Columbus  Delano,  ex-Secretary  of  the  Interior  ;  also 
from  Gen.  George  W.  Morgan,  in  which  they  state  their 
intention  of  being  present  and  taking  part  in  tlie  exer- 
cises. Mrs.  Manda  Crocker  reported  that  the  poem 
would   be   forthcoming. 

On  motion  the  committee  on  Program  was  author- 
ized to  prepare  and  have  printed  a  circular  letter,  giving 
the  above  information,  and'  be  sent  by  the  Correspond- 
ing Secretary  to  each  family,  requesting  them  to  send  a 
copy  of  their  family  record,  giving  full  name,  residence, 
occupation,  date  of  birth,  marriage  and  deaths,  by  July 
first,  so  that  it  could  be  recorded  before  the  Reunion 
and  save  much  confusion  on  that  day  ;  to  request  each 
family  to  send  a  list  of  all  articles  or  relics  they  are 
keeping  as  h'amily  Souveiu'rs  so  it  could  be  published 
in  the  proceedings,  and  to  inquire  how  many  copies  of 
the  proceedings  will  be  wanted. 

The  circular  letter  is  as  follows : 

l-cocrina   ^ciinihj   Kcimion    cTjjociation. 

J.KVKkiNc,  Ofuo,  May  23,  1891. 
At  the  regulnr  meeting  held  this  evening  by  the  executive  com- 
mittee of  the  l.evering  I'amily  Reunion  Association  at  the  residence  of 
Hon.  John  C.  Levering,  for  purposes  of  furthering  the  work  of  hold- 
ing the  Family  Reunion  in  August  next  it  was  learned  from  letters 
received  by  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  that  all  taking  part  in  the 
exercises  on   the   pniLjram  are  coming  fully  ]ire]>ared  to  ilo  their  part. 
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which  was  very  satisfactory,  and  that  to  further  aid  in  the  exercises, 
and  save  confusion  on  the  day  in  correctly  recording  in  an  Elaborate 
Register  Book,  prepared  esjsecially  to  keep  the  Family  Records  com- 
plete, that  this  circular  letter  is  sent  to  each  member  of  the  fLimily, 
stating  this  desirable  information.  Give  full  name,  residence,  occupa- 
tion, name  of  Father  and  Mother,  year,  month,  and  day  of  month  ot 
their  death  also  date  of  birdi,  when  married  anil  to  whom  married, 
giving  year,  month  and  day  of  month  in  eadi  case,  and  any  other 
information  in  your  possession  that  will  tend  to  complete  the  family 
history  and  send  to  the  Corresponding  Secretary  immediately  tliat  the 
Secretary  may  have  that  jjart  of  the  work  completed  before  the 
Reunion,  and  save  any  confusion  or  error  from  being  maile  that  might 
destroy  its  future  u.sefulness  as  a  complete  Family  Reunion  and  liistor)'; 
also  that  you  send  in  a  list  of  the  fiimily  articles  of  whatever  kind  you 
are  keeping  as  a  reminiscence  of  your  great  or  grand  parents,  or  any 
other  members  of  your  family;  that  a  list  may  be  iirinted  of  them  for 
the  proceedings  of  the  Reunion  with  the  several  addresses  and  letters 
on  the  Family  History  that  will  ever  be  kept  by  you  as  a  valuable 
addition  to  your  library,  and  also  liow  many  copies  of  the  book  you 
desire  for  your  family  as  tlie  amount  taken  will  \erv  nuirb  control  the 
price  of  the  same.  It  will  include  the  address  of  Go).  John  Levering, 
of  Lafayette,  Ind.,  on  the  Euro|)ean  histor)'  of  the  family,  as  well  as 
the  address  of  Hon.  Horatio  Clates  Jones,  of  Philadelphia,  giving  the 
status  of  the  family  in  the  United  States,  also  the  addresses  of  r.en.  (1. 
AV.  Morgan,  Hon.  Columbus  Delano,  Gen.  A,  Banning  Norton  and 
others;  also  the  letter  of  Secretar)'  \Vm.  Windom,  written  shortl)  before 
his  death  expressing  a  desire  to  be  present,  as  the  plare  was  where  he 
had  spent  his  boyhood  days  and  long  to  be  cherished   in  his  uiemor)-. 

Please  send   ])hotograph   of  yourself  and  older   members  of  \<)iir 
family  giving    name  in    full,    residence,    birth,    etc.,    to   be   kept  as  a 
familv  relic.      Hoping  to  hear  from  you  |jromptly. 
^'ours  Most  Respectfully, 

CHAS,    l;.    I.KV|-.R1.\(;,    I'n-sl. 

J.    C.    Lkvkrinc,    Cor.    S,i\\-. 

There  beiny  no  further  busines.s  tlie  meeting- 
adjourned  to  meet  at  same  place  on  [tnie  20th  at 
7  o'clock  P.  M. 

CiiAki.Ks   B.    1.i;vi:kin<:,   I'res'l. 

Ai.i.KX   Li  V  iKiNC,   Sec' y.  pro  If  III. 
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Lkveking   p.  O.,  Knox  CouNiy,  Ohio.      ] 
June  20th,    1 89 1,  j" 

The  officers  and  executive  committee  of  the  Levering 
Family  Reunion  Association  met  at  the  residence  of 
John  C.  Levering.  Allen  Levering  was  chosen  Secre- 
tary pro  tern.  The  Finance  Committee  reported  having 
seen  Mr.  E.  W.  Brown  about  the  privileges  of  the  grove 
on  Reunion  day,  and  that  he  freely  gave  them  the  right 
to  do  so.  The  report  was  accepted  and  a  vote  of  thanks 
e.xtended  to  Mr.  Brown. 

This  committee  was  authorized  to  take  charge  of 
all  the  financial  matters  of  the  association,  and  E.  \V. 
Brown,  John  C.  Levering,  Lewis  B.  Ackerman  and 
John  Williams  were  added  to  it  ibr  the  management  on 
Reunion  day.  The  committee  referred  the  sale  of 
privileges  to  John  C.  Levering  with  power  to  act.  The 
privileges  to  be  sold  were  Lemonade,  Ice  Cream,  Candy, 
Peanuts,  Fruit  etc.  and  no  strong  drinks.  The  privi- 
leges were  sold  by  John  C.  Levering  for  sixty-three 
dollars. 

The  committee  on  Program  reported  having  on 
hand  the  circular  letter,  also  the  Levering  I^'amily 
register  which  was  examined  and  approved.  The  com- 
mittee on  Stenographer  reported  having  seen  several 
different  ones,  and  on  motion  was  authorized  to  emplo)' 
George  Flint  of  Mt.  Vernon,  ().,  on  his  proposition  oi 
ten  dollars  for  the  day's  work  he  bearing  his  own 
expenses  and  i-xtra  for  copying  ready  for  publication. 


r.ui' 


J-'.',i     Y<i." 


,;.'!■>?> 


16  LEVERING    FAMHA'    REUNION. 

The  committee  on  Music  reported  that  the  Crescent 
Cornet  Band  of  Levering,  O.,  would  be  donated,  pro- 
vided the  organization  would  give  them  the  privilege  of 
a  Festival  in  the  evening.  This  proposition  was  ac- 
cepted. 

Clinton  Levering  of  Chesterville,  O.,  offered  the 
services  of  his  orchestra  free.  The  Old  Metropolitan 
Glee  Club  of  Levering,  O.,  made  the  same  offer,  both  of 
which  were  accepted,  and  thanks  returned  to  each 
party. 

The  President  was  requested  to  deliver  an  address 
of  welcome.  On  motion  the  organization  adjourned  to 
meet  at  the  same  place  on  July  i8th  at  seven  o'clock 
P.  M.  or  at  the  call  of  the  President. 

Cii.vKUKs   ]).   Lkvkrinc;,  Prcst. 

Ai.LEN   Levkrin'g.  Sec  v.  pro  tcni. 


(Tf^c  (£tgl?tl^  lUcctiiig. 


Lkvering   p.  O.,  Knox   County,  Ohio. 
July    iSth,    1 89 1 

The  officers  and  executive  committee  of  the  Lever- 
ing P'amily  Reunion  organization  met  pursuant  to 
adjournment  at  the  residence  of  John  C.  Levering. 
Allen  Levering  was  chosen  Secretary  pro  km. 

The  Finance  Committee  reported  that  sixty-four 
dollars  had  been  subscribed,  and   forty-four  paid  to  the 
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Treasurer;  that  all  bills  had  been  paid  to  date,  the  last 
being  for  the  Register,  cost  seven  dollars. 

Allen  Levering  read  a  letter  from  Col.  John  Lever- 
ing of  Lafayette,  Ind.,  proposing  to  have  some  badges 
made  and  appropriately  lettered,  to  be  kept  as  souvenirs 
of  the  occasion.  The  supposed  cost  would  be  about 
fifty  cents  each,  and  it  was  thought  that  one  hinidred 
should  be  ordered,  and  ii  more  necdetl  the)'  could  be 
obtained  afterwards,  and  sent  tt)  those  desiring  them. 

.Allen  Levering  was  requested  lo  write  Col.  )ohn 
l^evering  the  opinion  of  the  association.  The  corres- 
ponding Secretary  read  numerous  letters  from  friends 
from  a  distance  who  are  coming  and  alst)  regrets  from 
Noah  Levering  of  California.  .Mrs.  Manda  Crocker  of 
Michigan  and  Hon.  Horatio  Gates  Jones  of  I'hiladel- 
phia.  Pa.,  stating  that  ill  health  and  business  matters 
would  prevent  their  attending,  bul  had  sciu  their  papers 
to  be  read  by  others  at  the  Reiun'on. 

The  furnishing  of  ■conve)-ances  for  friends  coming 
from  a  distance  from  the  Depot  to  the  grove,  and  enter- 
taining them  while  visiting  here,  we're  next  discussed 
when  all  volunteered  to  do  their  several  parts,  anti  each 
one  was  appointed  a  committee  of  one  to  attend  lo  what 
they  knew  the  needs  would  be  done. 

On  motion  the  meeting  adjournetl  to  meet  at  the 
grove  Saturday  August  ist  at  nine  o'clock  A.  M.  to 
prepare  stage,  seats  and  other  preparations  for  decora- 
tions etc.,  and  from  then  till  August  6th  be  ready  to  do 
anything  that  would  make  the  Reimion  a  success  and  a 
credit  and  a  pride  to  all  connected  with  it. 

Cn.As.    B.    Lk\kri\(;,   Pr,s'L 

Ai.i.KN    Li'VKKiNo,   Sir'y.  pro  ton. 
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T]ic  executive  committee  and  numerous  IrieiK.ls 
met  at  the  yrove  to  make  the  necessary  preparations  for 
seats,  stage,  place  for  pictures,  reHcs  or  heirlooms  and 
decorations.  After  making  the  necessary  preparations 
it  was  rrsolved  lo  meet  August  5th  to  complete  the 
work.  August  5t]i  was  a  busy  da)-  on  the  grounds,  the 
weather  being  fine,  the  decorations  were  all  put  in  place 
by  willing  and  inilustrious  hands,  while  others  were  going 
to  the  Depot  for  friends  that  were  beginning  to  arrive, 
all  anxious  to  enjoy  the  first  Reunion  of  tlie  Levering 
Family  and  their  connections  by  marriage  held  in  the 
United  States. 

On  August,  6,  1S91,  the  Reunion  was  lield.  It  was 
a  glorious  summer  day  and  it  was  estimated  that  at 
least  5000  i)eo[)le  were  present  tluring  the  (la\ .  The 
program  was  carried  out  in  its  fullest  details  and  nothing 
was  left  undone  to  make  the  day  and  the  occasion  one 
of  the  most  memorable  in  the  histor)-  of  the  valle)  and 
ccrtainlv  in  the  chronicles  of  the  familw  The  Mt, 
Vernon  lianner  edited  by  Hon.  Lecky  Harper,  an  editor 
of  a  half  century's  experience  and  who  was  mi  the 
grounds  in  person,  bearing  date  of  August  1 ;,,  1891, 
contained  the  following  interesting  account  ot  the  day 
and  the  occasion  : 
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THE   Ll'IVERINC;   FAMILY    REUNION   AND 
ITC-NIC. 

■J•IIOU^iANUS    GATHER   Tt)    DO    HONOR     TO     [HE    OCCASION,    AND 

MlNGLt    WITH    'I'lIE     DESCENDANTS    <  iV    Till':    S•|'URD^• 

IIUGUENOJ'S. 

MAGNIFICENC    I'KlCI'ARA'riONS    SI'EEN  Dl  IM  A'    (AKKIED    (K'T. 


J   I'n>gnv„  of  UniisH.tl  Jiikn^t— /\>i/i:^s    and  hicidents  of  thr   Day— 
Wihiabl,    Relics  am!  f/urlooms    Diflay.il. 

Over  lu-i)  hundred  vcars  a_L;o  iwo  Ijrolliers  named 
Wi^^-anl  and  <  uM-hard  I.everint;,  of  Im-ciicIi  Ilnouenot 
■,stock,  Ictl't  their  mother  rcumlr)  and  settled  in  America. 
They  came  of  a  sturd)-  and  prohlic  race  anil  to-day 
several  thousand  of  their  descendants  an-  scattered 
throtir;hont  the  lenoth  and  breadth  of  the  land,  and  the 
name  is  honoi'i-d  and  respecteil  wliere\'er  it  is  found. 

On  Thurs(,la\'  last  a  reunion  and  liasket  pic-nic  of 
sur\'i\'in_L;-  memhers  i.^{  the  LiA'criiiL;  famiK,  was  lu-ld  it» 
1'',.  \\'.  lirown's  grove,  (a  relation  liy  marriaL;(-  in  the 
family)  on  the  hanks  of  Owl  crc-ek,  in  .Middlebury  towii- 
shi|),  Kno.x  county,  just  East  of  Le\erinq-  P.  O.,  and  oa 
lands  entered  and  formerly  owned  !>)■  Daniel  Le\-erino-, 
deceased. 

The  day  was  one  of  tlie  most  hrighl  and  beautiful 
of  the  summer  season  and  preparations  on  a  i^rantl  and 
elaborate  scale  had  been  made  for  the  eiUertainmenl  of 
the  immense  thronq-  that  was  expected  in  attendance. 
The  anticipations  were  <;randl)-  realized  for  full)  four 
thousand  [jeople — men,  women  and  chiklren — assembled 
in  the  coolinrr  sliade.s  of  the  beautiful  qi-f)\c,  whicii 
<"OvercHl  a  trar!  ot   twenl\   acres  of  L;i'''Hind. 
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Witling  and  industrious  hands  had  been  at  work  lor 
a  weelc  or  more  in  advance  of  the  date,  in  preparation  of 
the  sumptuous  feast,  which  was  spread  on  the  ground  at 
one  end  of  the  grove,  and  represented  a  soHd  acre  ol 
food,  both  substantial  and  otherwise.  A  young  beef 
had  been  killed  and  cooked  for  the  occasion.  There 
were  scores  of  turkejs,  spring  chickens  by  the  hundred, 
delicious  bread  by  the  wagon  load,  [jickles  by  the  barrel, 
innumerable  cakes  and  all  kintls  of  toolhsonic^  viands. 
Tlien  there  was  a  reserve  su])ply  almost  equal  to  that 
spread  upon  the  ground.  In  addition  to  this  humlrcds 
of  people  brought  their  own  vvell-tilled  baskets,  but  the 
multitude  partook  of  the  grand  feast  jjrepared  lor  them, 
and  like  the  15ible  story,  there  were  many  basketsful  left 
over. 

The  e.xercises  of  the  day  began  about  9:30  a.  m., 
and  a  most  entertaining  program  hati  bc'en  prepared. 
Mr.  Charles  1^.  Levering  of  Chesterville,  acted  as  Chair- 
man, anil  called  the  vast  autlience  to  order,  when  he 
made  his  appearance  on  a  spaci(Mis  s]>eakers'  stand. 
'I'he  structure  was  a  substantial  one,  the  top  lieing  con- 
structed of  evergreen  boughs  and  limbs  ol  trees.  The 
National  colors  were  entwined  and  festooned  over  the 
front,  across  which  was  hung  a  banner  with  the  inscrip- 
tion : 
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In  the  center  of  this  was  a  device  re[,iresenling  two 
ciasijed  hands.  Suspendetl  at  dilferent  points  in  the 
stand  were  family  portraits,  among  the  number  being 
those  of  William,  Xoah,  John,  Nathan  and  Joseph 
I.everiii"',  all   of  whom   havi-   \(i\)ii   since  ••  joined    the   in- 
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mmierablf    caravan    and    L^onc    to    the    pale    realms    of 
shack'." 

When  the  Chairman  had  secured  the  attention  of 
the  throng,  an  invocation  to  the  Deit\'  was  offered  by 
\Vm.  II.  Levering  of  Lafayette,  hul. 

Col.  John  Levering  of  Lafayette,  Ind.,  was  intro- 
duced, and  reail  a  ver\-  interesting  paper  on  "  The 
Juiropean    Mistor\-  of  the    Levering    I'"amily." 

riiis  was  followed  b\  a  musical  selection  1)\-  the 
Crescent   Cornet    I>and   of  Levering. 

A  paper  on  "Tin-  .American  Ilistor\-  of  the  Lever- 
ing I^'amiK,"  prepared  by  Horatio  (^.ates  Jones  of  I'hila- 
dolphia,  was  read  b)'  Mr.  b'rank  CX  Levering. 

Clint  Levering's  superb  orcliestra  from  Chesterville, 
ne.xt  rendered  an  ins])iriting  selection. 

.'\  letter  was  then  read  by  Wm.  II.  Levering  relat- 
ing to  the  service  of  Jacob  Levering,  who  renelered  in- 
valuable aid  to  his  coimtr)-  during  the  R('volutionarv 
war,  !))■  acting  as  a  sp)-  for  (ien.  Washington. 

At  this  point  dinner  was  served,  and  it  was  ni'arly 
2  o'clock  when  the  second  ]>art  of  the  program  was 
commenced. 

A  paper  entitled  "The  ilistory  and  Pioneer  Life  of 
William  Levering"  was  read  l)y  lion.  ,'\llen  Levering 
of  Mt.  Gilead. 

Music  Ijy  the  band  was  followc^d  by  "  Mistpry  and 
Pioneer  Life  of  Daniel  Levering,"  |)rei)ared  and  rc^ad  by 
Hon.  John  C.  Levering  of  Levering, 

.Song  by  Metropolitan  (ilee  (,"lub. 

Original  poem  entitled  "Our  .Story."  by  Amanda 
Levering  Crocker  of  Shelby,  Mich.,  read  b\  Mrs.  Cora 
Penn. 

Music  b\-  orchestra. 
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Declamation,  subject :  •■  The  Old  1  louse  with  Father 
aiul  Mother,"  by  Miss  Ni'tti(t   Levering'. 

Song-  by  Metropolitan  Glee  Club. 

Letters  from  Lion.  \Vm.  Windom  (deceasetl)  and 
Gen.  George  \V.  Morgan  were  read  b\'  William  11. 
McKee. 

The  [u'oceedings  closed  with  more  singing  and 
music   by   the   band. 

bhe  actual  number  (,)l  Le\'erlng  descendants  |)i"ese-nt 
on  the  occasion  is  estimated  at  five  huiulred.  The  nanu's 
ol'  as  many  as  could  be  obtained  were:  recorded  in  a 
hantlsome  register  es|)ecially  prepared    lor  that  purpose. 

Among  the  more  prominent  ones  in  attendance 
were  Newton  Levering.  ()ri)rmo,  California,  Col.  johii 
Levering  and  \Vm.  IL  Levering  of  Lafa_\ette,  Intl.,  |. 
A.  Levering  of  .'Mbion,  hub,  Columbus  Levering  of 
Pompeii,  Mich.,  Mrs.  \L  Sawyer  of  Keiidalville,  bid... 
Mrs.  Drusilla  L.  Hoyle,  Holden,  ^b..,  Mrs.  Nancy 
Forsythe,  Logansport,  hub,  .Vh's.  Carpenter,  Ro.xbor- 
ough.  P(Min.,  ^h-s.  Nellie  Charlton.  Washington,  I'a., 
John  Cook,  John  1  )onaldson,  aiul  Nh-.  and  Mrs.  Small. 
Cannonsburg,  Pa.,  .Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Iterenden,  Cdilcago, 
Pesides  these  there  are  man)'  others  from  Kansas  and 
from  many  portions  of  Ohio. 

A  personage  who  attracted  lU)  little  attention  was 
John  Plair,  aged  8o  years,  who  enj(;)s  the  distinction  of 
being  the  first  white  child  born  in  the  Owl  Creek  valle\- 
west  of  P^redericktown. 

The  proceedings  were  enlivened  throughout  the 
day  by  a  number  of  vocal  selections  rendered  by  the 
old  "  Metropolitan  Glee  Club,"  an  organization  formed 
some  thirty-five  years  ago.  Six  of  the  survivors  were 
present    and    sang    such    familiar    tuiu^s    as    "The    Old 
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House  at  Home,"  "The  Joys  of  Western  Life,"  "The 
Tea  Party,"  the  latter  being  a  piece  descriptive  of  the 
incident  of  throwing  tea  overboard  in  Boston  harbor. 

Quite  a  number  of  rehcs  and  heirlooms  presented 
by  different  members  of  the  Levering  family,  were  placed 
on  exhibition  on  tables  adjoining  the  speakers'  stand, 
among  which  may  be  mentioned  the  following: 

A  box  made  from  the  headboard  of  a  cradle  of  Dr. 
Isaac  Watts,  the  immortal  hymnologist,  who  was  born 
at  .Southampton,  Eng.,  July  17,  1674.  The  box  de- 
scended to  Hannah  Howell,  who  married  ]ohn  Lever- 
ing, January  8,  1770,  and  is  at  present  the  ])roperty  of 
William  H.  Levering  of  Lafayette,  Ind. 

Lace  made  in  luigland  in  1680  b\  Anna  Watts, 
sister  of  Dr.    Isaac   Watts. 

Cup  and  saucer,  part  of  a  set  presented  to  John  and 
Hannah  Levering  at  their  marriage  January  8,  1770. 

A  picture  of  the?  Levering  homestead  in  Gameii, 
Germany  1650. 

.      Picture  of  Franz    Levering  and    family  rT  (Jamen, 
dermany. 

Quite  a  number  of  family  groupes  of  different 
branches  of  the   Levering  family. 

Daniel  Levering's  Bible,  over  100  years  old,  con- 
taining the  record  of  his  parent's  family. 

There  will  be  a  meeting  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee in  about  two  weeks  when  the  officers  of  the 
Levering  Family  Association   will  be  chosen. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Reunion  in  detail  will  be 
published  in  pamphlet  form  for  distribution  among  the 
Levering  family  descendants. 
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CLI^c  Kciunott  Procccbtiia^ 


At  the  opciiino-  Mr.  Charleys  Li^vcriii^,  tln'  Presi- 
dent oi  the  Association,  said:  "  \  ou  will  now  hear  a 
scriptural  lesson  read  by  William  M.  Levering;  oi  La- 
fayette, Indiana;    then  we  will  offer  prayer." 

William  Id.  Levering:  If  you  please,  let  us  look  u[), 
recoynizinu  the  hand  of  (".od  in  all  we  sa)-  anil  do. 

fuMi-  lie  the  IPoi^  of  the   '»^0l■^. 

(1)M:|.     S.) 

■•.All    the   .nmnuiiuliiicnts  which    I    miiiiiuind   thcc   this  d.iy,  shall 

,sL-ss  the-  laiRJ  whith  the  Lord  gave  tiiilo  vuiir  latluTs. 

And  Ihoii  shah  rememlier  all  tlie  wav  uhiih  tlu-  Lord  ihv  (lod 
led  thee,  to  prove  thee,  to  know  what  w.is  in  thine  heart,  whethrr  thou 
wonkiest  keep  His  eomniandnients,  or  no. 

'Therefore  thou  shalt  keep  the  <;oniinaiulinents  of  the  Lord  thy 
(iod,  to  walk  in  His  ways,  and  to  fear  Him;  for  the  Lord  ihy  (iod 
brought  thee  into  a  good  land,  a  land  of  brooks  of  water,  of  fountains, 
and  depths  that  spring  out  of  willeys  and  hills;  a  land  of  wheat,  and 
barley,  and  \ines,  and  fig  trees,  and  |joinegranates ;  a  land  of  oil-olive, 

thou  shalt  not  lack  any  thnig  in  it;  a  land  whose  stones  are  Iron,  and 
out  of  whose  hills  thou  niayest  dig  brass. 

When  thou  ha.st  eaten  aiid  art  full,  then  thou  shalt  bless  the  Lord 
thy  (jod  for  the  good  land  whicli  He  hath  given  thee. 

Beware  that' tliou  forget  not  the  Lord  thy  God,  in  not  keeping  His 
rommandments,  and  His  judgments,  and  His  statutes,  which  I  com- 
mand thee  this  day:  lest  when  thou  hast  eaten  and  art  full,  and  liast 
built  goodly   houses,  and   dwelt  therein;  and  when   thy  herds  ;\nd   thy 
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persecutions,  from  a  house  of  bondage  ;  who  led  thy  fathers  through 
this  great  wilderness,  and  who  brought  thee  forth  water  out  of  the  rock 
of  flint;  who  fed  thee  in  this  land  with  manna  which  thy  fathers  knew 
not,  that  He  might  humble  thee,  and  that  He  might  prove  thee,  to  do 
thee  good  at  thy  latter  end;  and  thou  say  in  thine  heart:  My  |>ower 
and  the  might  of  my  hand  hatli  gotten  me  this  wealth, — 

Therefore  thou  shall  remember  the  Lord  thy  Cod,  for  it  is  He 
that  giveth  thee  power  to  get  wealth,  that  He  may  establish  His  coxe- 
-nant  which  He  sware  unto  thy  fathers,  as  it  is  this  day." 

Quuwv. 

■•  And  all  the  congregation  of  Israel  stood." 

Our  Father  and  our  God'  With  reverence  we  come  to  thee—the 
(jod  of  the  Univer.se,  the  Cod  (.f  nations,  the  God  of  peoples,  the 
Cod  of  families. 

I'Vom  of  old  thou   hast  chosen  iialionb,   and  peo]iles,  and  families. 

To-day  we  stand  before  thee  as  a  family,  conscious  that  goodness 
and  mere)'  liave  followed  us  all  the  days  of  our  lives,  and  our  desire 
and  prayer  is  that  we   may  dwell   in  the  house  of  the  Lord  forever. 

We  have  come  from  the  north  and  from  the  south,  from  the  east 
and  from  the  west,  to  join  hands  and  hearts  as  kin-friends,  but  first, 
must  lift  up  our  hearts  to  thee,  the  giver  of  all  good,  in  recognition  of 
our  indebtedness  to  thee  for  the  blessings  of  this  great  day. 

.'^s  thou  didst  call  a  chosen  family  out  of  Ur  of  the  imgodly 
Chaldees,  bid  them  tarry  in  a  friendly  Harran  till  their  Head  "  fell  on 
sleep,"  and  then  didst  bid  them  go  forwarti  to  a  land  which  thou  didst 
show  them,  and  moved  them  to  set  up  an  altar  and  wor,shi[)  thee.  So, 
in  great  mercv,  thou  didst  arouse  the  heart  of  oiu'  Ivither — who  was 
ever  ol>edient  unto  thy  word,  to  llee  from  a  land  of  intolerant  e,  oppres- 
sion, and  cruelty,  and  by  a  star  of 
Harran,  where  he  sojom-ned  till  ti- 
the guiding  star  moved  westward, 
the  hand  of  their  father's  (Jod,  fol 
fatness. 

Heavenly  Father,  in  all  these 
ness,  and  render  thanks  to  thee  tli 
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contL-mplalion  of  thy  iiuiulgcnt  ciivc  of  Mici/cediiig  geiier;Ui(>iis.      When  l- 

the  jieace   ami  ihe  altars  of   our  nation    were  imperilled,    thou  didst  i 

arouse  the  .stalwart  ot"  our  family  to  make  siu;<:essful   defense  ;  and  as  E 

the  fruit  of  the  jjeace  which  thou  didst  vouehsafe  to  us,  we  are  permit-  || 

ted  to    maintain  a   nobility    foundeil  in    righteousness,    and    to  enjoy  7, 

fortunes  begotten  by  honest  toil:  —  and  for  these  blessings  wc  |)raisc  .i;J 

thee  this  day — "the  beginning  of  days"  of  a  imited  family,  and 
in  our  rejoicing  we  hold  uj)  before  thee  in  wave-offering,  ')iir 
ensign,  the  stars  and  stri|)es — symbols  of  the  stripes  of  persecution  and 
the  stars  of  guidance  by  which  thou  didst  mysteriously  work  out  our 
deliverance  from  bondage,  an<l  i>(  the  national  blessings  we  enjo\ . 
Make  us  more  worthy  of  these  blessings,  and  inider  disine  guidance, 
may  we  ever  walk  in  Thy  Connnandments;  nia\  we  '•teach  them  our 
sons,  and  our  son's  sons,"  that  thy  favor  may  continue,  and  genera- 
tions yet  imborn  may  rise  up  to  bless  thee. 

l?less  us  individually,  bless   us  collectively.      We   beseech   thee  in 
the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  our  loving  Redeemer.      .\men. 
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Mii.  Charles  15.  LiiVKRiNc:  —  Nearly  a  century  ago 

the  -Spot  on  which  we  are  now  gathered,  resting  in  the  ■  | 

bosom  of  this  beautiful  Owl    Creek  valley,  rejoicing  in  | 
the  fertility  of  the  virgin  .soil  and  luxuriant  forest,  was  ;^ 

land  entered   by   Daniel   Levering,   and,   with   adjoining  | 

lands,  was  settled    upon   by   his  two   brothers,  and   thus    . 
became    the   cradle,   so   to  sjjeak,   of  this  great    family.  ^1 

Contact   with  virgin   nature  begat  robust  bodies,  strong  \   • 

minds  and    earnest  souls.      A   smiling  fertility  not  only  .>,  | 

fills  their   storehouses  with   nuiuerous   fruits  and    grain,  j  \ 

but  also  blessed  them  with  a.  botmteous  progeny.     From  ■;.  | 

this  and  perhaps  other  equally  advatitageous  places  their  |  J 

family  has  spread,  like  a   fruitful  vine,  over  the  face  of  |  j 

the  earth.      We  humbly  think  they  have  become  a  light  |1 

to   the    world,    and    that   they   are  of  the    "salt   of  the  |,  1 

earth."     There  is  something  watiting  in  the  place  that  'I   , 


1?     i;    h.1  -'la'i  •  li 


;rOV'..i: 


:\  od. 


:!'''■ 


Till':    RI'U'NION     I'ROCI'.I'-.DINCS.  ■)-, 

is  iiol  hunorril  Ijy  the  presence  of  souk;  member  of  tin; 
family.  We  arc  n-athcred  here  lo-day  from  nearly  all 
l)art.s  of  this  country  as  memljers  of  one  family.  XW- 
rejoice  tosrethcr  inulei'  the  same  smilini^  lieax'en ;  we 
breathe  the  same  sweet  air;  we  tread  the;  same  ground: 
we  sit  under  the  same  trees  that  ministered  to  the  hap- 
piness of  our  forefathers.  We  commune  with  one  an- 
other, and  !))■  that  communion  and  fellowship  .strengthen 
in  eacli  other's  breasts  the  spirit  of  brotherhood.  We 
rejoice  in  this  fn-st  grand  Reunion  of  the  Family  and  bid 
you  all  welcome  to  our  hearths  and  homes.  Now  as 
this  spirit  o(  fraternity  binds  soul  to  soul  in  the  sacred- 
ness  of  family  relationship,  so  are  we  bound  t9gether 
to-day.  We  do  not  feel  that  we  are  strangers,  although 
we  have  seen  each  other's  faces,  in  many  instances,  for 
the  iirst  time  to-day.  \'ou  are  bone  of  our  bone,  and 
llesh  of  our  llesh.  We  bid  _\'ou  a  hearty  welcomi;  to  all 
the  joys  ol  this  day.  Welcome  to  oiu"  honu;s.  W'el- 
come  to  all  the  bounties  Hc;av(Mi  has  pouretl  up(_)n  us. 
y\nd  while  we  rejoice  together  let  us  not  lorget  the 
gratitude  we  owe  to  the  Hon.  |ohn  C.  Levering,  one  of 
the  original  j^rojectors  of  ami  a  faithful  laborer  for  this 
Reunion.  May  a  kind  Providence  grant  the  happ\'  re- 
turn ol   man)'  such  occasions  as  this. 

The  Presitlent:  —  \'ou  will  now  listen  to  an  address 
by  Colonel  John  L(;vering  of  Lafayette,  Ind.  —  "The 
Luropean   llistory  ol    the  Levering  bamily." 

This  numerous  assembly  appears  to  ha\c  gatheri'd 
from  the  "four  quarters  of  the  earth,"  impelled  by  an 
earnest  pur]Jose,  as  came  the  (ireek,  the  I  lindoo,  and 
the  Egyptian,  upon  their  white  camels,  acl'oss  the  plains 
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ot  Arabia,  in  tlicir  course  converj^ing'  Lipon  ancient  IJi^tli- 
leheni,  where  Divine  Love  was  to  be  born  anew.  It  is 
hoped  that  hrotherl)'  love  may  be  born  anew  in  this  re- 
nnion  of  hantls  and  hearts.  VVc  are  the  descendants  of 
the  two  -Scions  from  the  old  famil)'  rose-tree,*  who  were 
transplanted  from  European  into  American  soil  in  the 
old  "City  of  firotherly  lovt:,"  Irom  whenct-  the  seeds 
have  been  wafted  as  thistledown,  hnding  a  lodgment, 
first,  in  Mary's  land;  next,  in  this  land  of  the  -Sciotos, 
and  spreading  beyond  the  Dakotas.  In  this  fruitful 
valley  the  plant  has  fiourished  as  the  ambitious  Banyan 
tree  of  Hindostan,  taking  root  whertwer  the  reaching 
branches  have  drooped,  until  by  its  multiplication,  the 
umbrageous  shelter  covers  a  multitude.  After  two 
centuries  of  growth,  we,  the  offspring,  meet  to-day  to 
raise  an  Ebenezer,  "Hither,  by  Mis  help,  we've  come." 
And  you  ask  me  to  tell  you  of  our  European  .Source. 
If  we  could  have  a  biographical  sketch  ol  Rosier 
Levering  —  who  existed  in  the  early  pan  of  the  sevc^i- 
teenth  century — it  would  constitute  for  us  the  Iuir(j[)ean 
History  of  the  Levering  Eamily,  as  he  was  the-  first  and 
only  one  of  the  name  of  whom  we  have  any  knowlt:dge, 
abroad.  But  for  the  single  sentence:  "  M\-  father's 
name  was  Rosier  Levering,"  expressed  and  recorded 
by  Wigard  Levering  in  his  personal  statement,  as  writ- 
ten in  his  P'amily  Register,  in  his  still  preserved  Bible, 
we  should  never  have  known  other  ancestor  of  the 
Levering    Family    in    America,    than    Wigard    and    his  | 

brother  Gerhard,  who  emigrated   to  Philadelphia,  in   the  ,v 

then  province  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  year  1685.     When  f; 

I  consider  that  brief,  personal   sketch,  and  note  the  par-  !  .1 

ticularity  which  characterizes  the  exj^ression  relating  to 
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his  mother  and  wife,  viz;  "My  mother's  maiden  name 
was  EHzabeth  Von  de  VValle  who  was  born  in  Wesel. 
In  the  23rd  year  of  my  age,  I,  Wigard  Levering,  was 
married  to  my  beloved  wife  Magdalena  Boker.  Mcr 
father's  name  was  WiHiam  Boker,  and  her  mother's 
maiden  name  was  Siilonia  WilHams  Braviers,  o(  the  city 
of  Leyden  in  Holland;"  and  further,  he  adds,  "said 
Magdalena  —  my  wife  —  was  also  born  in  Leyden." 
Though  the  clods  of  the  valley  have  pressed  upon  the 
form  of  the  aged  pioneer  for  nearly  a  century  and  a  half, 
I  cannot  forget  and  forgive  him  lor  his  miserly  record  of 
his  doubtless  worthy  sire.  "  My  father's  name  was 
Rosier  Levering."  If  I  could  be  at  hand  when  tlie  old 
patriarch  responds  to  Gabriel's  call,  1  feel  that  I  could 
demand  of  him — Wu;auu— in  justice  to  yoiu'  father  tell 
us  of  his  nativity,  his  life,  his  religious  faith,  his  death 
and  burial.  Tradition,  in  all  well  regulatetl  families  of 
unbroken  lineage,  is  subonlinate  (jnl\',  to  authenticated 
history.  If  we  "stand  fast  and  hold  the  tradition.s 
which  we  have  been  taught,"  we  are  entitled  to  believe 
that  our  first  known  Ancestor  was  a  man  learned  in  the 
medical  profession,  and  possessed  of  pronounced  opin- 
ions in  religious  matters.  That  his  adherence  to,  and 
uttering  these  views,  cost  him  his  native  home  and 
country ;  that  from  forced  expatriation  he  became  a 
habitant  of  the  province  of  Westphalia  in  Germany,, 
from  whence  his  sons,  Wigard  and  Gerhard,  emigrated 
to  this  country. 

1  lad  Wigard  been  as  thoughtful  of  his  own  lineage 
as  that  of  his  wife,  he  would  doubtless  have  added  to 
his  expression  as  to  his  father,  that  he  was  born  in  Ni- 
mes,  a  southern  city  in  France,  from  whence  great  num- 
bers of  Protestants  suffered  expatriation. 
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History  inforins  iis  lliat  the  1  liigueiiots  were  luimcr- 
ous,  even  a  powerful  c-k-ine-ut.  in  Uk-  soutliL-ni  provinces 
of  France  a  centur)'  l)efore  llie  time  wliich  first  revealed 
Rosier  Levering;  to  us. 

W'v  reatl  tliat  I  [eiir_\'  11.,  iiilhu.'nced,  doubtless,  Liy 
a  sense  of  |)opularity,  allied  himself  to  the  J'rotestaiU 
princes  of  (u.'rmany,  and  had  In'  his  action  encouraged 
the  dissemination  of  Protestant  ideas  in  France,  where 
Calvinism  had  already  an  exteiidetl  inlluenc(."  o\-er  the 
people.  lUit  succeeding-  rulers,  iml)ued  with  llu:  tloc- 
trines  of  l\.omanism,  resorted  to  oj)pression  and  perse- 
cution, to  stamp  (Hit  tile  religious  firt-s  which  were  stimu- 
lating the  masses  e.Kposed  to  Protestant  inlluences.  As 
a  natural  sequence  the  1  luL;uenols  resisted,  and  de- 
structive relioifuis  wars  followeil,  which  rageil  lierc(d)' 
for  many  )-ears,  and  until  the  md  of  ihr  lOth  ceiiturv, 
which  period  determin(nl  the  nvdiax'al  histor\-  of  i-'rance. 

It  was  in  A|)rll  i  fgS  that  llenry  I\'.  issui'd  the 
famous  edict  of  Nant/,,  which  promised  the  Pi-otestants 
many  tavors  and  privileges.  F\prc;ssion  of  <_)pini(jn  ami 
berty  of  public  worshijj  were  tolei-ated,  as  well,  many 
civil  favors  wei'e.  con  ferret!.  These  a|)peared  ini.-slimai)le 
advantages  according  to  the  kingly  decr<-e,  hut  the  sup- 
posed beneficiaries  were  restraineil  from  the  enjo\menl 
of  them,  and  discontent  reigned  among  the  lluguenots, 
even  ojoen  fermcmt  and  rc:\'olt. 

"Who  would  he  fref—themM'K  t'-.  must  strike  tlie  IAok.-  — By/P'i. 

The  •■,:;o  year's  war"  followed  (101S-4S).  .Ml 
Eurojie   was   disturbed,   and    measurably   dex'astatetl. 

It  was  during  this  period  that  Richelieu  —  with  th(; 
powers  conferred  b\-  a  cardinals  hat — practiced  his  per 
seditions   w  th   unrelenting-  ol)stinac\-,  to  o\-erthr(-)w    the 
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Huguenot  strength.  His  dpei-ations  were  esijeciall)- 
ilirecled  against  tlie  province  of  Languedoc,  in  which 
Nimcs  is  situatetl,  Ironi  wh(,-nce,  iraeiition  sax's,  Rosier 
Levering  cantc. 

Kitclien  in  his  careful  histor\  of  tliese  troublous 
times  stales:  ■■In  ]anuar_\  1629  he  (  Kiclielieu )  carried 
Louis  XIIL  into  Italy,  and  the  Spanisli  raised  the  siege 
of  Cascale.  Thence  he  returned  into  Langucdoe,  where 
the  Protestant  rebels  were  moving:  they  too  were 
speedily  put  down,  and  Richelieu,  witli  l-'ather  |oseph, 
onct;  more  jjosed  before  Europe  as  the  cham|)ion  ol 
Catholicism;"  adding,  "The  attempt  of  the  Emigrant 
nobles  to  raise  the  provinces  on  the  l)orders  were  ]nit 
down,  the  battle  ol  Castlenaudai-\'  in  l.anguedoc  closed 
the  series  of  outbreaks." 

After  subduing  Languetloc,  Richelieu  rearranged 
the  Governorshij'js  of  the  provinces,  remo\-ing  hostile  or 
suspected  governors,  and  putting  his  own  friends  in 
their  places,  l^y  the  rAid  of  1632  he  had  crushed  all 
the  serious  elements  of  resistance  throughout  b'rance. 

These  disturbing  events  took  jjlace  cont<'mpora- 
neously  with  Rosier  Levering's  early  manhood.  We 
can  imagine  that  he  was  on<-  of  the  "  emigrant  nobles," 
who  because  of  failure  to  incite  the  provinces  to  success- 
ful resistance,  left  France,  and  sought  domicil  in  hos- 
pitable Germany  :  with  others  tlirecting  his  steps  toward 
Westphalia,  where  in  i6,V^,  the  initiatory  steps  were 
taken  tending  to  a  lasting  peac(^  though  not  fully 
accomplished   until  ten   years  later. 


'I'han   forte   the   yoke 
I  )eterniinei;l   lo  lie   frt 
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Hence   these   Goil-serving   patriots  could   renovince  ,' 

allegiance  to  unworthy  rulers,  to  seek  brio;hter  fields  and  i 

more  indulgent  skies.  | 

It   must    have   cost   Rosier   Levering  and    his   com-  f 

patriots  pangs  allied   to  death-throes,  to  feel   compelled 
to  seek  enjo)'ment  of  life  antl  liberty  in   stranger's  land.. 

To  leave  the  ancient  city  which  was  founded  before 
the  star  appeared  in  liethlehem,  a  city  of  wealth,  of 
grandeur,  possessed  of  archaeological  treasures,  of 
ancient  architectural  structures. 

Here,  were  the  Temijle.  the  fortifications  and  cit)' 
walls,   built  Ijy    Augustus — in   the    latter,   two    gates   of  * 

Augustus,  dating  i6  B.  C,  still  standing.  i 

The  Circus  or  the  theatre  constructed  in  the  reign 
(jf   Nero.      {:,7—6S.    A.    D.).      The    Basilica   of   Plotina  j 

erected  under  Hadrian,  (117-1.^8  A.  I).).      The  Temple;  ,| 

of  Apollo,   and  other  attractions  to   l)ind  native   sons  to 
their  home. 

Nimes,  was  one  of  the  most  important  cities  of  daul. 
Its  advanced  civilization  developed  true  Christianity,  so 
that  by  the  middle  of  the  16th  century,  about  three- 
fourths  of  the  citizens  had  become  protestant  ;  ami  here- 
were  religious  dissensions  which  startled  the  empire. 

History  tells  us  that  Louis  XIV.  (liorn  1638)  built 
here  a  fortress  (1687)  to  keep  in  check  the  disturbances 
caused  by  religious  partizans.  But,  the  bickerings 
tended  to  expel  the  peacefully  inclined  class  to  which  we 
believe  our  ancestor  belonged. 

What  a  travesty  upon  religion, — when  associaieti 
with  the  state,  that  true  Christians  must  leave  their 
native  homes  to  search  for  more  generous  residence,  in 
foreign  lands  where  they  might  worship  the  Master, 
unrnolested.      It  is   well  that   the   God  of  Gaul   was  God 
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of  the  Universe,  that  the  wamk-rers  mio'ht  SLH-k  1  lim — 
as  did  Mary,  at  the  Sepulcher — with  the  question,  " 'I'ell 
lis  where  we  may  find  Him?" 

The  travel  was  not  a  !L;Teal  undertaking,  as  j-'rance 
and  C'.ermany  have  a  common  boundary  in  tht;  Vosj^es 
mountain  ran^c  lor  more  than  two  liundred  and  lilty 
miles. 

We  iiave  substantial  exidence  of  Rosier  i,everi]io's 
nativity  in  iM'ench  soil,  from  the  name.  .\  wt-ll  known 
linguist,  whose  interest  !  enlisted  in  the  r(.\searches  in 
Germany,  for  Hosier's  liirtli-place  and  further  history. 
called  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  name  is  of  I'Vench 
signification,  Rosi(.-r  meaning  /I'sc  ifcc.  antl  l.exering,  or 
rather,  l.e  X'ering,  a  glass  i/icrc/nuiL  antl  stating  that 
the  name-  has  no  derman  sound  or  meaning.  .\  further 
evidence  is  presented  in  the  fact,  that  Wigartl,  in  the 
still  ]jreserved  written  contract  with  the  hranklort  com- 
pany (  20.  March  1685)  for  transportation  of  hims(;lf  and 
famil)',  and  lirother  (ierhartl,  to  .\merica,  atstj  in  the 
family  register  in  his  Hil)le,  —  written  after  his  arrival  in 
this  country — wrote  tin-  name  of  Lcvoino — as  his  father 
bore  it  and  gave  it  to  him.  The  while,  it  is  significant 
in  this  connection,  that  when  a  remnant  ol  the-lamily  was 
recently  discovered  in  the  town  ol  (.cmen,  in  West- 
phalia, where  Wigard  and  (lerhard  were  born,  the  ortho- 
graphy of  the  name  had  become  teutonized  into  Lefer- 
ing — I.  being  the  German  substitute  tor  v.  iii  all  cases, 
and  having  the  same  sound.  Thus  satisfying  the  local 
characteristic  of  language,  as  we  anglicize  the  (jerman 
Schmidt  into  .Smith. 

It  ma)'  b(>  that  the  linal  g.  was  a  (ierman  suffrx,  as 
I'Vench  names  ilo  not  end  so,  1  believe.  There  is  evi- 
dence  f)f  the   anti(itiit\-   of    tin;   familv    name   in    the   fact 
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that  hcraklic  lioiiors  attach  to  it.  Ijcing  cnibraceci  in  tlir 
lists  t)l  conventional  distinction,  since  many  i^encrations 
ao'o. 

The  s)-nibols  assI-nrHl  h.-in-,  viz:  •••|'hn/r  hares  in 
l)ale  on  a/ur(>  shiekh"  W'liy  these  ck-vices  arc  accorck-c! 
to  the  name,  is  not  explaincil  in  the  herakhc  l"jic)ck)|)edia 
which  records  tliem.  Specific  s\'mhols  liave,  durini; 
centuries  past,  hein^"  conlrrred  upon  li(jth,  national  and 
famil)-    (u-e-anizations.      It    was    not    unusual    thai    these 

some  achl.-vcmcnt  or  I'vcnt;  else  to  the  occuiiation  <>( 
the  |)erson  crowiunl  or  knit^hted. 

We  ma)-  assume  that  the  people  of  Israel  would 
be  entitletl  to  atlopt  a  "  ser|)ent  of  brass  put  upon  a 
pole"  (en  pale)  as  well,  the  tribe  of  judah,  bla/on  a  lion 
iipon  their  shiekls  and  b.umers.  \\'h\-  ilu'  Levering; 
ancestor  should  be  entitled  to  three  hares  upon  a  shiehf 
\\c  cannot  umlerstand. 

It  may  have  l)een  a  caprice  on  the  ])art  of  the 
Lestowin-  authority,  else,  as  selected  by  the  benc- 
hciarx. 

.More'  than  k)rt\'di\'e  years  a<;o.  1  fu'st  learned  of  this 
family  coat-of-arms.  in  an  ancient  vohuue  of  heraldry. 
At  that  time  1  hail  the  insi^^iiia  interjjreted  ami  t-neraved 
upon  this  seal  (exhibited)  by  a  skilled  heraldic  eni^raver. 

I  will  conk-ss  that  the  motto  />//r//  amor  J'atriac 
supplementing  it,  was  my  cnvn  selectinn  ami  adoption. 

The  badges  furnished  and  worn  on  this  occasion  by 
many  of  you  have  a  correct  interpretaticMi  of  this  famil)- 
coat-of-arms  emblazoned  thereon. 

The  origin  of  this  family  escutcheon.  I  ha\f  not 
yet  cliscovcred.  Brandr.  wrote:  "("■(.■rman  heraldr)- 
appears  to  be  a  natural  science,  from  the  circumstance 
that  its  terms  of  art  are  nearly  all  of  native  oriein.      I'.ut 


;r!-,;.'K.    ,  ,  :-J;-it 


1867988 


•HE    REUNION    I'ROCKKDINCIS. 


the  Normans  and  French  cultivatetl  it  witJi  fj-rcatest  suc- 
cess and  reduced  it  to  systematic  form,"  adding  :  "  om- 
EngHsh  forms  of  lieraldry  arc  derived  from  the  French 
language." 

This  explains  in  some  degree  the  fmding  of  our 
name  and   insignia  in  English  lists. 

It  is  not  known  in  what  year  Rosier  Levering  left 
France,  nor  his  probable  age  at  the  lime.  Thai  he 
married  "  I^lizabeth  Van  de  Walle,  who  was  born  in 
Wesel,",  in  Germanw  on  the  Rhine/,  a  citv  of  culture, 
commerce  and  great  anticjuity,  we  infer  thai  he  emi- 
grated in  early  manhood,  umnarried,  and  prior  to  the 
year  1648. 

Im-oiu  W'igard  Levering's  slatemenl,  in  ihf  family 
bible  referred  to,  \\/  :  ■■  In  the  -'.^1  )  ear  of  my  age  1  was 
married  to  my  beloved  wife,  iMagdalena  Moker"  and  his 
statement,  madi'  .March,  16S5,  in  his  loniracl  for  trans- 
portation to  .America,  viz:  "to  accept  or  receive  me 
Wigard  Levering,  old  37  years,"  we  estimates  his  birlli 
about   the  ><:ar    1640;. 

We  have  evidence  that  Rosier  selllcnl  in  Cenien 
and  remained  there  for  man)-  years. 

Whether  Wigard  was  his  hrst  born  we  know  not. 
The  latter  wrote  of  himself.  "  I  Wigard  Levering  was 
born  in  German)',  in  the  principalit)'  of  Weslphalia,  in 
the  District  of  Munste-r  and  town  of  ("KMuen."  We 
ma)'  believe  that  the  family  home  was  in  (lemen. 
That  Wigard  married  there.  His  I'ible  record  states 
as  to  birth  of  his  children.  "The  lirst,  born  |oanna 
Sophia  was  born  in  (iemen,  in  the  year  167J."  W'e 
assume  that  (Jerhard,  and  other  children  of  Rosier,  were 
l)(~irn  in  the  same  tc)wn. 

We  have  the  testimoii)  of  Wigard's  fainil\- regisiei-, 
that  he  changetl  his  resid(;nce    from  (iiMuen  to  .Mulheim, 
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after  the  birth  of  his  first  child,  as  he  records  the  birth 
of  five  more  chilch-en,  viz.  Anna  Catharina,  Maria  RHza- 
beth,  William.  Amelia  Anna  .Sophia  and  Anna  Sibc-lla, 
the  last  in  ■'.September  1684."  "All"  Ik^  writes  "born 
in  Mulheim  on  the-  Rhur  in  Ciermany.'  When  he 
entered  into  contract  with  the  b'rankfort  compan)-,  for 
transportation  to  America,  he  specificall)-  names  himself 
and  his  wife,  addino-,  "  and  four  children,  Anna  Catharina, 
William,  Amelia  and  Sibella.  n;specti\'ely  '  _•  ■  -''.'.  5  and 
9  years." 

The  first  born  Joanna  So|)hia,  and  Maria  bdi/abeth 
(.lied  in  infancy,  as  noted  in  his  statement. 

'I"he  contract  for  transportation  of  Ccrhartl  appiears' 
indorsed  upon  the  agreement  for  WiL^ard  and  his 
family,  as  "the  contractors  brother  (ic-rhard  Levering," 
but  does  not  state  his  age,  as  was  done  with  each  of 
the  others. 

We  are  led  to  believe,  that  in  the  expatriation  of 
Wizard  and  ("ierhartl  Lcn'erini;-  Irom  (iermany,  th(_'\- 
wert-  induced  b)  a  spirit  cA'  enterprize  and  ambition  to 
seek  homes  in  the  new  world,  and  were  not  (irl\-en  by 
merciless  persecution,  as  their  father  Inul  Ijc-n. 

When  William  I'enn  had  acquir'-d  his  domain  in 
Pennsylvania,  he  made  es|jecial  effort  to  induce  the  emi- 
uration  ol  industrioLis  men  and  lamilies  lrt)m  (iermany. 
lie  visited  the  provinces  and  urocnl  emigration.  hi  his 
antod)ioo-raphy  he  names  th(;  towns  and  cities  in  which 
he  labored  and  it  appears  that  he  visited  Mulheim  duriiv^- 
Wig-artl  Leverlng's  residence  there,  and  was  the  direct 
instrument  in  persuading  him  to  (Mnii;rate,  which  he  did 
soon  after,  and  Gerhard  with  him. 

It  is  of  greatest  interest  to  us  to  note  that  Jacob 
Van  de  Walle,  ap].)arentl\  a  leatling  spirit  in  the  b'rank- 
fort    compan)',    \' as    n\    the    same    sur-name    as    Rosie!' 
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Leverincr's  wile,  who  was  Elizabeth  Van  dc  Wallc. 
'Jhis  may  have  been  an  added  source  of  encouragement 
to  Wioard  and  Gerhard  to  try  their  fortunes  beyond  the 
sea. 

The;  Frankfort  conipain-  appear  to  have  organized 
in  view  n|  gain  h'oni  Iransiiortation  ol  emigrants  and 
specnhition  in  hinds  in    .America. 

In  a  histor)  of  the  Mennonitt's  1j>  Daniel  K.  Cas- 
sel  of  ("/crmantown,  I-'hiladel|)hia,  tlie  author  states: 
"In  Novembei'  1682  we  find  the  farhest  reference  to 
tlie  enterprize  wliich  resuheil  in  the  lormation  of  the 
Franl<ft>rt  company.  At  tliat  date  I'astorius  lieartl  of  il 
for  the  first  time,  and  he,  as  agent,  bought  the  huuls 
wliile  in  London,  between  the  8th  oi  May  and  0th  of 
|un(\  1683,  (set'  {""astorius'  mss,  in  the  Historical  .Society 
of  Pa.)  The  eiglit  original  jnu'chast.'rs  were  Jacob  \'an 
de  Walle,  Dr.  johann  [acob  Schullz,  lohann  Wilhelm 
Uberfeldt,  Daniel  Rehagle  and  four  others  named.  I'lie 
members  subs('(|uently  increased  to  eleven,  of  whom, 
five  of  them  lived  in  b'rankfort,  two  in  fFesr/."  "  No 
one  of  its  members  except  I'astorius  ev<jr  came  to  Penn- 
sylvania." 

It  is  highl)  probable  that  of  the  two  memliers  resi- 
dent in  \\'(;sel,  one;  was  jacol)  Van  i\r  Wallc,  and  not 
imi^robabh;  that  he  was  a  brother  to  the  mother  of 
Wigard  ami  (ierliarti  Fevering.  .^\s  Wigard  recortls  she 
"  was  liorn  in  W'esel." 

1  fielic-ve  that  many  ol  tin:  Fevering  lamily  emljrac- 
ing  the  connections,  have  studietl  the  annals  of  the  fam- 
ily, published  in  the  year  1858,  as  com[iiled  b\-  the 
lion.  Horatio  ( iates  [ones  of  Philadelphia,  who  is  with 
us  in  life  in  a  "green  old  age."  His  efforts  created  the 
clan,  and  made  this  re-union  possible.  In  the  volume  he 
refers  to  the  traditions  as  to  Rosier  Fevering,  of  his  pro- 
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fession,  his  pious  |)iT)cli\'itirs,  his  [•"rcnch  origin,  and  his 
involuiUar)-  cmigralion  from  his  native-  country. 

Mr.  J  eMics  stall's  :  "Of  the  Ruropcan  history- <M'  the 
lamily  nothing  \vhatc;\-cr  is  known,  except  what  is  con- 
taineil  in  the;  [•'anlily  ]>ible  of  Wigartl  Levering,"  adding, 
"  1  leave  the  elucidation  to  some  future  genealogist  of 
the  ianiil)'  who  ma\',  perhaps,  discover  some  facts  hy 
examining  the  prf)p(M-  (Offices  in  (lermaiu'." 

As  I  read  these  expressions  iVom  time  to  lime,  1 
may  say  Irom  yeai"  to  \(;ar,  I  tell  llir  inspiration  t(^  mak<' 
effort  in  the  direction  intlicated,  Init  no  sinirce  or  channel 
of  information  appearing  praclicaMc,  lh<-  promptings 
would  be  dissipated. 

In  th(^  year  18S2,  means  of  making  the  search  were 
presented  to  my  mind  through  ac(]uaintance  with  a 
clergyman  learned  in  many  languages,  named  |ohn  V. 
Zurcher,  who  had  returned  t<>  .Switxerland,  his  naliw 
country. 

After  considerable  stud\'  of  the  subject,  1  wrote  to 
Reverend  Zurcher  on  January  20,  1SS2.  l-'urnishi'd  him 
the  clew  given  us  in  Wigard  Levering's  l""amily  Register, 
in  fact,  I  copied  the  list  of  births  with  their  dates,  gare 
to  him  the  traditions  of  the  family  :  the  i"'rankfort 
company,  the  visits  ol'  William  Penn,  the  contract  for 
transportation,  the  suggested  relation  of  Jacob  \'an  de 
Walle,  then  submittetl  questions,  as  follow  : 


Li 


I.        It     IS    lR.S.silllc     llKlt      th 

Ma-.blL-na    liokcr   is  ot  rL-,:unl 
th.-i!  liis  lather's  name  ( 
n.      Mav  not    Ro; 


ia-v    (.r    Wi-ard     l.cvcriiiy    ,1 

\cr)  and  /•/i7<y  of  his  lUJliTity,  arc  ncitcd  V 
l.e\'cring's  niarriaiff  with    I'Ui/aheth  \'an 


Walie  be  recorded  in  \\  esel 
his  tiati'i'itv    be  llicre  noled"^ 

111.       The   l)inh    of  Wigard   in    (leme 
reeurded,  and  his  fathi-'  s  name  and  im/ivltv 


men,    prior  to  164^  and  the  [ilace  of 


16-18-0,    mav    Vk 


I:     ,  .n.,J,.:.,i,, 
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1\ 

••riu-   death  ..r   Ro.MLT 

or  his  wife,  m: 

y    be  \ 

eci 

rded. 

'   e 

lilint;; 

••In  nn\   case,   I    would   \ 

ant  translated 

copy. 

am  ; 

11 X 

)  le^irn 

tlie   nativity  ol'  Rosier.       1 
farther,  if  church  or  other 

-  this  can   he 
rcKjrds  exist. 

ound. 

1 

may 

!'>' 

As  niav  be  expected,  I  hail  to  assure  compensation 
for  the  service  of  liimself  or  of  any  church  or  civil  officers, 
employed. 

Not  tmtil  .Vpril  13th  following-  was  reply  maile.  The 
(!ela\  was  e.xplained  however,  in  detail  ol  effort  to 
oro-anize  the  search.  He  hatl  written  to  ljis]iO[)  I'"unke 
of  r>remen  informing  him  of  the  quest,  giving  list  ol  the 
lown.s  and  places  for  inquiry. 

The  bishop  stating  in  reply  that  he  had  "employed 
the  pastor  at  Wesel  for  searching  there,  but  had  searched 
in  vain,"  however  he  had  written  to  another  pastor,  who, 
he  writes,  "is  known  as  the  most  sagacious  tracer  ever 
found  in  such  matters.  This  man  may  be  at  work 
now,"  etc. 

On  May  1st,  1882,  Rev.  Zurcher  wrote:  "I  have 
comi;  into  possession  of  four  letters  ;  from  Wesel,  Mul- 
heim  on  the  Rhur,  Gemen  and  Bremen,  sent  to  me  as 
reports  of  four  clergymen,  who  had  made  diligent  search 
and  reported  through  Bishop  Funke  of  failure  of  results. 
At  Bremen,  where  the  name  of  V^an  de  Walle  exists. 
the>  trietl  to  lind,  if  possible,  some  connection  with 
Rosier  Levering's  wife,  but  in  vain." 

"  bVom  .Mulheim  on  the  Rhur,  Rev.  Meber  writes 
of  not  being  able  to  discover  anything  desiretl  for  anil 
that  their  church  registers  do  not  go  beyond  the  year  ol 

"  From  Cjemen  it  is  reported,  that  no  trace  can  be 
found  there,  as  church  records  commenced  after  the  dates 
named,  but  the  reporter  says  :  "  the  name  of  Lefering  is 
still  existing  here,  but  only  in  Catholic  lamilies." 
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So  thf  search  was  pursued  from  nioutli  to  iiionth, 
urged  by  my  letters.  Looking  for  "  foot[jriiUs  in  the 
sands  of  time,"  which  were  known  to  be  more  than  two 
centuries  old,  was  confessedly,  a  cold  scent,  but  m\' 
earnest  desire  to  find  some  track  left  b\-  Rosier,  ta.\c-d 
my  ingenuity  in  guessing  his  retreat  and  in  submitting 
c|uestions' to  stimulate  the  searchers.  In  other  towns 
and  places  than  those  named,  search  was  instituted;  in 
Brunen,  in  the  old  city  of  l.eyden,  in  I  lolland.  where  the 
wife  of  W'igard  was  saiil  by  him  to  ha\'e  been  born,  as 
well,  the  llistorical  .Society  of  I'Vankfort  nn  the  .Main, 
was  iniiuired  ol,  without  an\-  good  I'e-sults,  aiul  the  city 
ol  lessen  was  appealed  to,  Init  her  church  records  began 
only  in   1695. 

I  kept  lietore  those  employed  an  almost  stereotyped 
charge,  vi/  :  "  I  make  the  quest  for  Rosier  Levering  and 
his  iializ>ily  paramount  to  all  other  inquirv."  My  hope 
ci'iiteretl  on  (iemen,  so  1  urged  Rev.  Zm-cher  to  further 
effort,  and  to  seciu'e  the  most  eminent  skill  there. 

In  November  1882  the  Rev.  Clemen,  of  (iemen, 
learned  and  informed  that  a  preacher  who  had  l<'ft  that 
city  many  years  before,  had  carried  with  him  a  record 
older  than  any  volimie  in  his  archives.  1  ])ressetl  him 
to  get  [)ossession  of  that  book,  ami  stimulated  the  himt 
b)'  promise  of  extra  compensation,  and  suggestetl  that 
the  aid  ()f  the  "  chm-ch  master"  be  enlisted. 

In  lanuarv  18S3  more  than  a  \ear  after  the  seeking 
commenced,  1  was  happil)'  surprised  by  a  letter  from 
Rev.  Zurcher,  sa\-ing  :  "only  some  lines  in  Jiaste,  1  have 
l)een  wailing  an  answer  from  the  l\t;v.  Ck-men  at  Ciemen, 
and  this  morning  1  received  a  report,  with  authentic 
extracts  from  th('  old  register  found,  which  will  lie 
extremely  interesting  to  you  ant!  your  family,  but  1  have 
no  time  now  to  translate  and  send  tlittm  to  vou.      Father 
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Rosier  is  otlc-n  mentioned  in  the  extracts,  but  I  discover 
in  reading  nothing  of  his  nativity.  Tlie  extracts  hn-nisli 
ample  evidence  and  knowledge  of  your  family  connec- 
tions as  you  have  stated  them. 

I  am  informed  that  one  Dietrich  Henry  Levering 
died  some  years  ago,  90  years  old,  He  was  a  veteran 
of  the  Napoleon  wars  of  1813-15,  and  was  the  father  of 
P^-anz  Levering  now  living  at  Gemen." 

While  1  have  abridged  this  official  or  certified 
report  of  extracts  from  the  old  church  record  in  editing 
my  correspondence  in  this  behalf  and  its  results,  it  is 
due  perhaps,  that  I  copy  it  in  full,  in  this  paper,  though 
1  may  not  consume  time  in  reading  all  of  it. 

In  the  Church  books  of  the  lu-angelical  Parish  at 
Gemen,  Germany,  are  found  the  following  inscriptions 
concerning  the  family  Levering  or  Lefering.  Latin 
records  interpreted. 

The  abstract  consists  of  19  items,  with  loot  notes, 
as  follow : 


V  OK    THK 

[  I'VANC.ELICAI,    PARI.SH    r 

AT    GEMKN.  I 

1674. 

No.  1.  Siiiukiy  Oiculi,  of  the  year  74,  for  tlie  first  time  is  pro 
claimed  John  Wigard  Levering,  Rosier's  scm,  with  the  chaste  virgin 
Magdalena  ISokers  from  Rsseii. 

N,,lK.— Occuh,  Fourth  Suiiday  liefurc  Ivisler  in  1674,  was  March 
22ud,  according  to  tlie  Chnrc  hman's  Almanac  h\  Wm.  Allen  Whitworth 
M.  A.  pnhlished  in  London  m   uS,S2.  John    !.kvl:uinc. 

1<575. 
No.   2.      .Vnno  f675,  011  the  i6th  of  January,  the  pareius  Wigman, 
Rosier  and  I\Tagdalena  liokers  have  caused  their  young  female  child  to 
he  brought  to  holv  Lajitism, 
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Witnesses,  Godfather's  and  Godmothers  were  ;  Annk  de  Wai  i,k, 
(laughter  of  the  Hramfrow*,  Annk  Sopni  \  lioKFUS  and  l-lKMnr 
Rosier. 

The  child  was  gi\-en  the  name,  Anna  Sophia. 

r677. 

No.  3.  On  the  2ist  .Sunday  after  Trinit)  for  the  fir^t  time  pro- 
claimed, Eberhard  Leferini;  (Rosier's  son)  with  Me.  hlold  Srmullin,^. 
Gerhard's  daughter. 

167S. 

No.  4.  The  parents  F.ncrdt  Rosier  aii<i  Mei  htuM  S.  hnuillliig,. 
have  brought  their  yotiiig  son  to  hol\'  l)a|itism. 

Witnesses  had  been  the  Right  Honorable  Ivtrl  and  Lord.  1,.ikii. 
Hf.rman'n  Otto,  Earl  of  LiMni^Ri;  ano  l'>i;r\Mi(iRsi ,  (;i.i;i.i 
SrnMiiLLiNi;  ANP  .Anna  Fork. 

The  name  of  the  child  was  Hermann  Oi to. 

Anno   16S0  —  Apkii.    F4.  ■  - 

No.  5.  The  parents,  Mester  Enert  Levering  and  Mechelt 
Schmulling,  have  caused  their  little  daughter  lo  be  brought  to  holy 
baptism. 

Witnesses  had  been  the  wife  of  the  pastor,  iMAKii.i,kKiA  Si  iioi.i.1;.k, 
Anna  Tilik  and  Matniss  'I'ii.ik. 

The  child  was  given  the   name  of  .Anna  Margvrkta   Gerliri  t. 

Anno  16S1 — Octoukr   19. 

No.  6.  The  Rev.  lionnihenius,  pastor  at  the  iilace,  baptised  ilie 
little  son  of  the  parents  ICnert  Levering  and  Meelielt  Scmulling. 

■Witnesses  had  l)een  Wick.ri'  Lf.vkrinc;,  liRnm  I'.oiykn  and- 
EuZABETii  Levering. 

The  childs  name  was  Rosier  Wensall. 


Anno   1683  —  Novk.miirr   12. 

No.  7.  The  parents  .\Laster  l-.ncrt  Leverint 
Schmuelling  have  caused  to  be  brought  to  holv  bapli: 
children,  one  son  and  one  daughter. 


of    HhilartL-lphia.-J.   L. 
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\Vlmc^sc■^  for  tlu- 
Roiii-Ri  AMI  Anns  C. 
Krc;i^  Sml  i.iiv.;,  Ai,  i 

The  name  ..f  ihc 
little  (laii-hliT  Anna  \\ 


Ihccu  Wii.iiAM  l.F\r;kiNG,  John 
III  im;  aiul  for  the  little  daughter 
and  Hr.xRV  (ii/MiiRiNO. 

IS    W'lI.I.IA.M     JOH-V    Dl'ITRICH,     the 


AxNO    1 686 — I'mhruaky   24. 

N".  8.  The  parent.-,  Me-,ier  Knert  Levering  an.j  Mechelt 
Srhiniilhng  have  cause.l  both  their  children,  whom  God  had  given 
thein  at  once,  to  he  liroiight  to  holy  bapti^ii. 

\V■ilne^ses    had    I.eeii    SofiiiN    Im^ank    Norna.iK,    FraU    StBlLLA 

T()IKM\N,      IvNCi:      1  I  Mrt.l.l  S.\l  \NN,       I'.t 'K(  a.lM  AS  IKR     llt-RENDl      NU.AN'T 

Names  of  the  children  Anna  Soi'Iiia  and  (Jkrirlt  Sikllla. 


Annci    1687  —  April  26. 

No.  9.  The  parents  as  Enert  Levering  have  caused  to  be 
brought  U^  holy  ba|)tism  their  little  son. 

Witnesses  were  A  R.N  Ln  I'oixhofk,  DriLkru  LrhU'CKi-r  a.nd  Anna 
Kli/^auetii  NiLAXr. 

The  child's  name  was  Diliricu  Arnholdt., 


Anno   16S8  —  M.w   17. 


No.   10.      'I'he  parents  as  .Mr.  \Villiam    Levering  and  Gretc  Nilant 
had  caused  to  be  brought  to  hulv  l.iaptisni  their  little  stm. 

Witnesses  had  been    I'EkNur   .Nilwdi,    .Mr.    F.NRkLir   Levering 

AND   L.IZAUETH    L.EVI'.K  I  NG. 

The  child's  name,  R(.isii;r  (.Jerhardi'. 


AxN'o    1689  — Feuru.vky  6. 

No.  II.  The  parents  as  Enerdt  and  Mechelt  Schmulling,  havo 
caused  to  be  brought  to  holy  baptism  their  young  daughter 

NVitnesscs  were,  Marcjari/ia  Luning,  «-it"e  of  the  jjastor.  Makga 
KiiiA  Nh.andt  and  LIerndt  Til. kin. 

■I'he  child's   name,    Catanina    Im  izaiu  i  ii. 
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A\\(_)    1692 — juN'i';   20. 


No.  12.  Tlu-  i.arfius  as  William  1  xvcriii/' and  Maria  \clrs 
caused  to  lif  lirouglu  to  IidIv  haplisiii  tliL-ir  lililc  dau^'lucr. 

Witnesses    weie    IJkknui'    S(  iiMtn.iiNc.,     M  I'ciiia.r    Siii\n'i 

AND   Cl.AKA    KlFKKUSl  lIMIhl. 

Name  ol"  die  ehild,   Ki.sciikn  Ciikistina  (;kkiriiim. 

An'NCi     [6c;3 lliNh;    2;,. 

No.  t;,.  The  parenls  William  l.e\erint;  and  Maria  Veils 
'<iUlse(l  to  he  brought  to  lioly  haplisni  iheir  little  son. 

Witnesses  were  William  X'idik,  1a\  hinn  11  HkhniNlr 
Anna  Siuilla  KiiI''I'-kk.schmiiii. 

The  child's  name,  WiiiaAM  Dikk  h. 


A>i.\o   1695  —  M.Mujii    17. 


No.    14.      'William    Rosier    has  .seni     his   voung    d.iiigliter   t( 
.ba[)ti.sm. 

■J'he  (.hild's  name,    iMOkr  n  1  ina    1  .i/ai;i- i  h. 


Anno    1696  —  OciouKk   28. 

No.    15.      \\  ihnan  Rosier   has  liriiiiglil   his   littlt 


Anno   1698  —  September   21. 

No.  16.  Wilhelm  Rosier  and  his  wife  .Mary  caused  then- 
daughter  to  be  baptized  at  home. 

Witnesses  were  the  Right-achle,  Miss  .'-Icii'iiii,  < 'iiMM.oiir, 
AVmda  ANii  John  WkI'KK. 

'l"he  child's  name  Chawi.oi  rK  jMlioa. 

(The  following  ante  date  former  items,  but  succeed  them  ii 
.abstract.  — I.    I,.): 
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y\NNO    1662  —  Octciher  6. 
N(i.    17.       H:is  KosKT  sent  his  child  to  \>e  linptizcd. 

I'h.-  cliiUrs  iKiniL-  (.(.ntmuatluii  is  l-iiliiio.  snys  llu-  nhsinirtor). 

(It  is  a  |in)\()kiiig  (  ir<  iiiiislaiK  c  thai  the  only  item  of  recorded 
evidence  found,  that  Rosier  himself  sent  a  1  hild  to  baplism,  should 
ha\e  the  name  ol.literale.l.  It  <  .lul.l  not  ha\  e  I.een  Wigard.  as  he  was 
married  12  years  later  m  Ihe  j,?d  year  of  l-is  a-e.  Il  could  have  been 
(;erhard  and  he  have  attained  2  2  '  _.  >earsof  age  when  he  emigrated 
with  Wigard  in  1OS5.  Il  may  ha\e  been  William,  or  more  probably, 
one  of  the  daughters,  Ah  he  or  f'.li/abeth,  as  godmothers  only  appeared. 
Ill  all  other  cases  rcporteil  the  slatemem  whether  son  or  daughter,  is 
noted.       It  is  observable  ,dso  that  no  wife  or  molher  is  mentioned, 

.\s  this  extra.l  is  of  a  recor.l  many,  years  prior  to  others  copie.l,  it 
may  be  that  the  formula   then  used   differed  from  later  years.) 


^  s 


Ann(i    1669  —  SrvriP'.MBKR    27. 


No,    uS.      ISerendt  Nilandt  and  Anna  de  Walle  have 
brought  to  holy  baptism  their  little  son. 

Witnesses     were     the     burgomaster     (Itkoi      \'ji\n 

Ntl.,\Nl)T,     .".Nil  jl.NKKK    I U.    \V..\U.K. 

The  name  of  the  <  hild,  (  Jkrilako  \\  11  ii.v.m. 


p.   -J 


Anno   1671  —  Ji 


No.    19.      llerndt   Nih.nt   and   ,\m 
ed  to  be  brought  to  baptism  their  h 

Witnesses  were    Anni,   H  r  isikkam 


'he   chihls   name   was   .\  ■ 


i)/j:r'i   du 
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For  correctness  and  verbnllv  c(>\>v  of  cxlriu  is. 

nr(;()  i.rm,,  ciiiirJn,u-it,-r. 

Gtmen,   Jnnuni-\'    u,    r.SX^. 

r- ■-,        Cerlifiecl:      CirMKN.    Pastor. 

\    ""■■    ■  (Foul   notes  liy    lll(...    I.Liii.,    L'hur(.lHna>ler,) 

"From  a  comparison  of  thr  notii  c-.  ol' prof  himailons  of  marria£;L->, 
of  births  and  respective  fiaptisms  it  results  with  <  ertamt>   thai 

The  names  of  Lefering,   Le\erinf;  and  Kcisicr,  are  e(|ual. 

Tlie  names  of  \\'igard,  Wigiiian  and  Wigerl,  are  eqiiah 

The  names  of  J^ferhard,  iMierch  and  I'jtert,  are  equal,  farther — 

The  names  of  Wilhelm.  Willmen  and  William,  are  equal. 

That  Wigard,  Rferhard  and  Wilhelm  Levering,  flli/al.eth  Lever- 
ing and  Alche  Lefering  or  .Alche  Ko>ier,  «  ere — all  lue — lirother^  and 
sisters. 

That  F:ferhard  Letering  had  <)  cliildren,  4  sons  anri  3  d.nighters 
and  among  them  twice,  lunis. 

Wilhelm  Lefering  um.-,  ni.irried  iwue.  the  fust  time  with  Crete 
Nilant,  the  second  time  \\iih  Nhui.i  N'elts. 

That  Anna  de  Walle  and  .\nn,i  fork  was  the  same  pervin  and 
that  a  kindred  relation  e.\isled  heiweeii  her  anrl  the  uife  ui  uld  Rosier 
Levering,  born  Van  de  Walle,  berause  .Anna  de  \\alle  with  Anna 
Sophia  Bockers  and  Enerdt  RnMer  were  godmothers  and  godfather  bv 
Wigard  Rosier. 

In  every  case  there  must  have  existed  a  kindred  relation  between 
the  burgomester  Berndt  Nilandt  such  as  there  is  «  ith  brother.s  and  sis 
ters-indaw  and  the  famih-  Levering  beiause  he  (No.  10)  wasassisling  as 
godfather  by  the  kaptism  of  the  child    Rosier  Cerh.n-dl. 

It  is  to  be  remembered  that  the  register  ol'  baptisms  of  the 
Evangelical  Parish  here — (jemcn- — liegins  with  the  year  1  Oti  1  .md 
reach  till  1700,  and  from  that  time  were  failing  until  i7;,4.  I  p  fnan 
this  year  until  now  they  arc  <;omj)]ele. " 
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It  is  noticeable  that  churcli  master  Luhl  naiiif-s 
"five  brothers  and  sisters"  as  comprising  the  offspring 
of  Rosier  Levering.  He  omits  (Gerhard,  manifestly, 
because  no  item  of  record  was  lound  in  which  he  was 
named  as  an  actor.  In  ilem  lo  of  the  abstracts,  Wil- 
liam appears  to  have  named  a  son  for  him  and  his  father, 
as  Rosier  Ccr/nrnH.  and  in  number  i  S,  Ik-rndt  Nilant 
names  a  son  (,'cr/iarii  ll'i/liaiii. 

iM-om  tlu'  loregoing  records  we  may  safely  inler 
that  the  tradition  wliich  placed  Kosi.-r  within  the  pale  of 
the  Haptist  church  is  not  proven.  1^._\'  ilem  luunber  17, 
we  learn  that  ■'  Rosier  sent  his  child  to  be  lia|)ti7.ed," 
which  alli.'d  him  to  the  "  Presbyte-ry  of  the  l^vangelical 
church,"    whose  archives  contain  the  record. 

It  Is  unfortunate  that  item  17  of  "Anno  1662.  (  )ct. 
6."  omits  the  name  (jf  the  mother  ui  the  child.  In  all 
others  the  "  maiden  "  name  is  preserved  and  noted. 

It  would  have  Ijec-n  particularly  gratifying,  to  have 
found  the  name  of  lili/abeth  X'an' de  Walle  added  as 
confn-mator\   of  Hosier's  Ideiilitx. 

Th.Te  ajjijears  an  indiscriminate  use  (.if  names  and 
of  spelling  names.  In  one  baptismal  ser\'ice  the 
daughter  of  Rosier  appears  as  .Alche  Levering,  in 
another  as  .Alch'ie  Rosier  without  adding  the  surnanu; 
Levering. 

Ver\'  much  the  same  practice  as  Lo  parents'  Christian 
names  becoming  surnames  for  the  children,  as  still  obtains 
in  the  "Land  of  the  Midnight  Sun." 

.M'ter  securing  these  authenticated  annals  of  the 
ancestors  and  fmding  them  destitute  of  an\  indication 
of  Rosit-r's  nativit),  it  seemed  disi-ouraging  to  make- 
further  pursuit  for  the  main  want. 

In  furthi-r  correspondence  it  was  e.xplained,  that 
religious    refugees,    such    as    father    Rosier,    were    con- 
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sidered  in  (iennan)-  as  men  who  had  renounced  their 
native  country  forever,  and  were  accepted  as  citizens 
where  they  had  settled,  lience,  the  place  of  nativity  was 
not  recorded  in  the  several  promulgations  made,  nor 
was  it  usual  to  do  ■'^o,  either  iti  civil  or  ecclesiastical  acts 
where  the  parties  were  citizens. 

Church  records  commenced  in  ( lerman)- voluntariK' 
and  were  under  no  legal  control.  Any  jjastor  could 
in.scribe  the  fact  of  an  ecclesiastical  act  as  a  marriag(j  or 
baptisin,  or  the  occurrence  of  a  death  in  his  congrega- 
tion at  his  pleasure,  it  was  in  view  of  this  gratuitous 
service  that  a  preacher  on  leaving  Gemen,  had  carried 
off  a  volume  of  records  which  1  was  instrinnental  in 
recovering  to  them.  It  is  worthy  of  remark  that 
persons  of  rank  and  distinction  were  interested  partici- 
pants with  the  families  in  the  performance  of  rit(-s 
named. 

We  observe  that  some  discrepancies  oi  dates  e.\ist, 
as  between  Wigard's  family  register  and  the  church 
records  gi\'en.  This,  I  accoimt  for,  as  resulting  from 
imperfect  memory  of  Wigard.  His  family  iiihlc:  was  not 
obtained  until  after  he  reachetl  America,  (jrobabl)'  after 
the  year  1700.  It  was  printed  in  1691.  In  relating  his 
family  annals  to  the  scribe  who  wrote  the  register  his 
memory  of  dates  was  failing. 

I  have  mentioned  the  existence  ol  a  Le\'ering,  or 
Lefering  family  in  Gemen.  This  proved  to  l^e  h^raii/ 
Levering,  the  son  of  Dietrich  Menr)-  who  had  dii-d  a 
few  years  before.  He  was  employed  as  a  Weaver-mas- 
ter, or  as  we  would  designate  it,  a  superintendent  in  a 
manufacturing  establishment.  He  had  a  wife  and  six 
children.  This  information  was  olitained  from  l\e\. 
Clemen,  also  Irom  churchmaster  Hugo  l.iihl. 
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To  draw  once  more  the  lony  divergent  family  lines 
together,  1  made  the  first  advance  toward  recognition, 
in  a  note  written  to  this  Levering  on  Januarj-  i  ith,  1S83, 
as  follows  : 


/.,7V77//A',     /-<'/..     (ii  111,11,     OV/ 


I  ha\c  hccn  giMUficd  t.i  learn  ilivoui^h  my  Iik-ikI  Rc\  .  /.urdic-r  ol 
Sihiulers,  in  Cami.in  ( iraulnuulcn,  Swil/crland,  l.y  whom  1  send  this, 
that  yon  are  a  resident  of  the  ancient  eity  in  whiili  my  iirinii'i^enitnr, 
'Wigard  l,e\-ering  was  born.  He  emigrated  lo  this  i  ountry  in  i(i,S5<it 
which  we  have  evidence  through  his  family  register  written  in  his 
l^ilile  whi(  h  is  still  i.reserved,  and  hy  other  records  whi<  h  still  exist  m 
this  <<nmtry. 

it  is  imi|iiestioiiahle  that  yon  and  1  are  liranches  of  one  \ine. 
Hosier  the  father  of  Wigard,  whose  name  is  given  in  the  liil.le  register 
named.  That  yon  are  t.f  the  descendants  which  ha\e  ( (.ntinuoiisly 
l)0nnd  our  family  name  to  the  old  city  while  we,  after  almost  two 
centuries  of  growth  from  the  emer|>nsing  twigs  of  the  old  vine  who 
came  to,  the  then  new  country.  Iia\e  heconie  ,i  mimeions  fimily, 

\\\-  ha\e  a  history  of  the  cicscendants  of  Wigar.l  and  Cerliard, 
his   brother,     com|)rising   more    than     2000    names,     for    which    we  are 

duced  a  x-aluable  record  of  \\'liich  we,  as  laniil\'  arc  ]iroud. 

Acce|.l  lliis  letter  as  a  greeting,  I  reach  ni)  hand  to  von  in  the 
name  .>f  onr  |.ioncers,  over  the  lapse  of  tw..  (  enimies  of  time,  and 
across  the  leagues  cf  land  and  otean  with  as  many  goocl  wishes  as 
there  are  miles  between  us,  and  ask  that  we.  at  least,  symbolize  a 
family  reunion  whi<  h  I  trust  may  be  better  cemented  by  the  intercourse 
of  coming  years  and  th.it  some  day  the  re-imiou  may  be  real  in  the 
everlasting  city  where  we  shall  meet,  not  as  strangers.  heel  assured 
that  ]  will  be  glad  to  liear  from  you, 

■Ihoiigh  we  may  speak  and  write  in  different  language,  the  kindly 
offices  of  mutual  friends  will  serve  us  to  undcrsl.md  eac  h  (itiier,  .My 
friend  Zurcher  will  please  translate  this  intoCerman  upon  this  paper 
and   transmit   it.  N'ours  fratern.illv, 

lOIlN    l.iai'kl.NC. 


']\)  this   I    received   response   as   follow; 
4 
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We  have  been  very  agreeably  .sur|irised  l)y  the  letter  through  Pas. 
tor  Ziircher  and  pleased  to  hear  from  you. 

Will  cheerfully  comply  with  your  wishes  in  regard  to  information 
about  our  family  that  I  can  give,  and  at  the  same  time  we  extend  to 
you  our  hands  across  the  ocean,  to  heartily  shake  with  you  as  a  true 
member  of  our  family. 

Certificates  of  l)aptisms,  etc.,  have  been  made  out  from  church 
records  of  many  of  our  ancestors  and  have  been  sent  to  I'astor  Zurcher 
who  will  forwaril  them  to  you.  After  you  have  examined  these  papers 
you  will   certainly  be  mnvinced  of  our  mutual  relati.niship. 

In  addition  I  will  state  16  you  that 'the  family  here  is  not  so 
nimierousas  it  is  in  America.  .Myself  and  family  consists  of  wife  and 
six  children,  foin-  boys  and  two  girls,  and  we  are  all  the  living  memlicrs 
of  the  family  here. 

We  are  all  very  healthy  and  hardy.  The  oldest  boy  is  fourteen 
years  old.  I  am  working  as  master,  or  suiierintendenl  of  a  mechan 
ical  weaving  establishment  of  l.uhl  & 'Sons,  here. 

I  have  been  in   the  employ  of  this  firm  for  20  )'ears  past. 

'l"he  earnings  in  this  <-ountry  are  very  small.  I  get  25  (Jroschen 
(52  cents)  per  day. 

In   compliance  with   your  request  1  have  direc  ted   tliese  few   lines 
to  you,  and  I  ho])e  I  may  hear  from  you   again  very  soon. 
Yours   Very    Respe.lfully, 

FRANZ  lI':\'I';kin(;. 


:fH 


As  may  be  expected  I  favored  I'^-anz  with  my  photo- 
graph after  receipt  of  his  epistle,  askini;-  for  his  in 
exchange.  Instead,  he  sent  to  me  a  photo  of  the  old 
castle  in  the  suburbs  of  Gemen,  which  for  many  genera- 
tions was  the  dwelling  and  rendezvous  o{  the  governing 
lord  oi"  the  manor  and  had  been  occupied  by  Lord 
Mermann  Otto,  who  exercised  that  authority  at  the  time 
he  appeared  as  godfather  at  the  baptism  of  the  child  of 
Enerdt  Levering  in  1678.. 

Notwithstanding  the  apparent  success  in  obtaining 
authenticated  copi:-s  of  records,  wjiich   substantiated  the 
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earliest  records  in  this  country  I  suffered  disappointment 
for  want  of  more  information  of  Rosier,  so  1  renewed 
the  pursuit. 

In  a  letter  subsequently  written  to  Rev.  Zurcher,  it 
was  stated  :  "You  have  learned  from  my  letters  that  the 
birthplace  of  Rosier  is  my  desideratum.  I  would  give 
five  pounds  sterling-  for  recorded  evidence  of  the  nativity 
of  father  Rosier.  Then,  if  his  birth  ante-dated  all  local 
records  I  would  abandon  pursuit." 

Thus  persuaded,  Rev.  Zurcher  renewed  his  efforts, 
writing  to  competent  historians  who  were  possessed  of 
local  knowledge  and  learning.  The  services  of  the  Burgo- 
master at  Camen,  where  records  existed,  were  emplo)ed, 
as  also  the  well  known  Rev.  Jaccard,  at  Zurich,  who 
examined  records  without  success  and  kindly,  wrote  : 
"The  name  Rosier  Levering  is  placed  upon  the  orders 
of  the  day  to  keep  watch  for  information."  Rev. 
Zurcher  procured  publications  on  religious  i>ersecuti(3ns 
and  French  Emigration,  in  the  171I1  ccntnr\  in  liope  of 
hnding  some  ck!w. 

\Vhil(>  this  pursuit  was  followed,  the  Rc\-.  Clemen 
of  ("icnu'n,  kimlly  wrote  that  he  was  examining  an  oiil 
manuscript  of  several  hundred  pages,  entitled  ihe  "  his- 
tory of  oppressions"  which  the  church  there  had  suffered 
since  the  conclusion  of  peace,  at  Mtmster,  in  1644,  hojj- 
ing  in  that  to  llnd  some  names,  and  [jossilily  a  trace  of 
Rosier  Levering. 

Because  the  name  of  \'an  di'  W'alle  was  reported 
from  lirunen,  the  Rev.  (".reveii  was  interested  to 
examine  for  name  of  Rosier  Levering,  hut  louiul  no 
trace. 

While  this  line  of  inquiry  was  followed,  I  urged 
l-'ranz  Levering  to  join  in  the  search.  InducctI  him  to 
try  the  graveyards  lor  some   monumnual  pointers  to  the 
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object  of  our  quest  and  on  receiving;-  word  from  liini  that  ! 
the    family   homestead    of    two    centuries    a^c   was    still 

staiulint;-  in    (iemen,  1  had  him  appK'  to  th(;  custodian  of  f 

their  civil  records  of  deeds,  to  learn  whether  Rosier  had  | 

l)een  a  free-holder.  | 

As    a   preliminar)     step   to    this,    I    asked    what   the  ' 

probable   cost  of  such   search    would   lie,    statin^-   that    I  | 

wished  for  examination  of  records  from   ib^o  to  1675  and  | 

to   know    whether    Hosier's    iiati:<ilv   was    stateil    in    any  'j 

i\v^-i\  if  iound.  f 

After    three    letters,    I    extorted    a    suooestion    of  30.  \ 

marks   (sa\-    5S7)   as    the   probal)le    cost.       ( )n    providinj;-  i; 

this,    I    received    prompt    reply,    that    nothing-    coultl   be  'k 

fountl  of  Rosier  L'-\(,-rinn,   as  the)'   had  no  such  records  * 

beyond,  or  earlier  than   1793.      More  than  a  century  after  * 

my  desii^'nated  term  had  entled.  ;^ 

While  I  had   a   decided   oiMuiou   of  the   transaction,  ,■ 

no    doid)t    the    oHicer    ren-arded    the    em])loyment  as    a  \ 

ym.wble  undertaking.         '                                      '  *' 

haitertainino-  a  ilesire  to  see    Imw  the  o/il  //Dn/cs/caif 
as  well  the  loi^ni  of  (n-Dirii  antl  Jmiii/v  of  h')-aiiz  Lcvcriiio- 

lo(jked,  1  caused  a  photographer  to  be  employeil  to  take  > 

pictures  of  the   three  which   are  now   exhihited.      in    the  ; 

photo    ol    iM-anx     LeveriuL;    with    wife    and    six    children,  '. 

ap|jearsthe  lost  ami  found  record  book  which  1  reepiested  ■,'; 

him  to  borriiw  for  the  purpose.  \ 

bi  \-iew  of  Rev.  Zurclier's  search  in  b'rench  histcjries,. 

in    m\-   own    readint;-    I    discovered   a    statement   which    1  ';• 

years  after  bcoinniiiL;'  the-  search)  as  follows:  \ 

"  Referrin;^-   to  X'our   efforts   to   fmd   trace   of  Rosier 
Levering-   in  some   history  of  the    b'rench    refu^-ees   1  am 

iIiscoura,:,;(Hl   b}    ri'cent   reading;   of  an    interesting'   [xxjier  \ 

upon  the    b'rench    Mui^uenots,    written  b\    Rev.    Kitchen.  % 
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•of  Christ's  Church,  Oxford.  I  U-  says,  in  brief  that  from 
1625  to  1650  was  the  period  ol  their  inaterial  prosperit)'. 
That  under  Louis  XIV.  their  condition  was  waned.  In 
1657  they  were  forl)idilen  to  liold  colloquies.  In  1659 
they  were  to  hold  no  more  synods.  That  between  1657 
and  i(5S5  about  520  of  their  churches  were  broken  u].). 
That  duriuL;-  this  i)eriod,  while  tliousands  )ielded  to 
oppression  and  bribery,  other  thousands  lied  irom  tiie 
land.  That  the  emigration  lie^an  in  1666  and  went  on 
lor  over  lifty  years,  the  thrittiest  citizens  cil  1' ranee  esca])- 
ing-  from  their  inhospitable  fatherlantl. 

"  In  view  of  the  fact  that  Rosier  I.ev(M-in<^-  was  in 
German)' earlier  than  1650  and  that  tin-  principal  How  of 
emioration  began  in  1666,  1  am  impressetl  tliat  any 
published  history  foninl  will  not  cover  the  date  of  Rosier's 
ex|jatriation,  and  that  yoiu'  labor  in  that  direction  will  be 
in  vain." 

While  1  have  not  secured  much  authenticated 
European  history  of  the  Levering  L'amil)-  I  feel  that  I 
have  exhausted  the  field  of  inquiry  in  the  supposed 
places  where  the  footprints  shoulil  be  found.  In  \ii\' hrst 
letter  to  Rev.  Ziircher,  written  in  January  iSSj  I  statett, 
in  concluding  the  long  epistle  : 

"  The  I^oiukI  volume  oi  the  Levering  Famil\'  is 
before  me  now.  1  hope  to  make  a  prefixed  edition  and 
let  future  generations  provide  the  supplement.  If  I  do 
not  succeed  in  building  upon  the  original  end  of  our 
family  history,  the  story  of  my  cjjOi'ls  to  ilo  it  must  be 
of  some  interest." 

I  hope  I  have  so  interested  you. 
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2\ca5ina  of  'Cotters  aiib  papers. 

The  President:  —  We  li;ive  a  paper  written  by 
Hon.  Horatio  Gates  Jones,  of  Philadelphia.  Mr.  Allen 
Levering-,  from  Mount  Gilead,  will  read  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Jones. 

Dkar  .Sir  : —  I  send  you  U>-t]a\  a  large  pluitograpli  nf  myself,  per 
e\|jress.  \o\\  can  use  il  at  the  Reunion  ami  retain  it  until  ."September 
ami  then  return  it  to  me  at  133  South  5th  St.,   Philailelphia,  Fa. 

I  have  just  heard  from  Col.  John  Levering  and  am  satisfied  you 
will  all  he  pleased  with  his  address.  .Mine  don't  suit  me  at  all,  l)ut  I 
am  not  well.  I  stayed  home  all  yesterday  and  feel  \ery  weak  now. 
(JIadly  would  1  be  with  yoti,  but  I  know  1  dare  not  venture  so  far  at 
my  time  of  life  and  during  the  hot  weather.  I  ho|je  you  will  all  have 
a  good  time.  .-Vm  sorry  there  is  no  telejjhone  (or  long  telephone  con- 
nections). If  there  was,  yon  might  hear  my  \'oice.  C.ive  my  temleresl 
regards  to  all  who  have  heard  and  imjuire  for  me.  \'ou  ( ,in  print  a 
card  and  place  il  over  my  photo,  saying  this  is  the  likeness  of  "Sen- 
ator" lones,  of  Philadelphia,  author  of  the  history  of  the  "Levering 
Family."  Yours  truly, 

HOR.VTK)  (;.\ri-;s  jonI'.s. 

•j'n    Hon.    .Ai.i.r.N    Lkvkkinc^,    .Mt.    (lilead,    Ohio. 


Mr.  Frank  O.  Levering,  of  Mt.  Vernon,  i-ead  the 
paper  contributed  by  Hon.  Horatio  Gates  Jones. 

Having  been  requested  to  make  an  address  about 
the  history  of  the  Levering  family  in  America,  on  this 
occasion,  I  regret  to  say  that  my  absence  at  iny  suinmer 
home  in  Rhode  Island  will  prevent  me  from  being  pres- 
ent, and  hence  beg  leave  to  send  this  paper,  which  I 
trust  will  satisfy  the  friends  who  will  meet  at  the  reunion. 
It  is  but  proper  to  say  that  in  my  book  "The  Levering 
Family,"   published   in    1H58,  all   that   I   know  about  the 
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]  'Family  has  been  said.     New  facts  liave  been  (.liscovered 

about  their  European  history  by  Col.  John  Levering,  of 
Lafayette,  Indiana,  whose  discoveries  have,  by  him,  been 
made  known  to  you.  My  book  being  now  out  of  print, 
it  shall  be  my  endeavor  to  give  a  brief  sketch  of  those 
who  came  to  America  prior  to  August  1685,  chieHy  how- 
ever of  VVigard  Levering  and  his  posterity,  as  my 
esteemed  friend  Hon.  Allen  Levering  will  no  doubt  give 
a  full  account  of  his  ancestor,  Gerhard  Levering,  and  his 
posterity. 

The  oldest  son  of  Rosier  Levering,  whom  we  have 
always  called  VVigard  Levering,  was.  according  to  recent 
discoveries  made  by  my  esteemed  friend  and  relative, 
Col.  |ohn  Levering,  really  named  John  Wigard  Lever- 
ing, but  as  he  was  known  here  only  as  Wigard,  we  shall 
so  continue  to  call  him.    , 

It  appears  that  he  was  married  in  1674  to  Magda- 
lena  Hokers,  of  Essen,  Germany.  Wigard  and  his  fam- 
ily, and  his  brother  Gerhard,  were  brought  over  by  the 
agents  of  the  Frankfort  Company,  and  settled  at  Ger- 
mantown,  near  Philadelphia,  where  they  began  their 
career.  They  remained  there  until  1691,  when  Wigard 
and  his  family  settled  in  Roxborough,  then  a  township 
of  Roxborough,  in  the  County  of  Philadelphia,  about  3 
miles  from  Germantown,  on  a  farm  containing  200  acres 
of  land,  and  in  1697  he  bought  300  acres  more,  adjoining 
his  first  purchase,  so  that  he  became  a  large  landed  pro- 
prietor, and  proved  to  be  a  man  of  considerable  wisdom. 
His  brother  Gerhard  in  1692  bought  100  acres  of  land 
next  to  his  brother  Wigard's  first  purchase,  from  John 
Jennett,  but  in  1730  sold  it,  and  since  that  date  it  has 
been  impossible  to  gain  any  accurate  information  where 
he  went,  or  in  what  business  he  was  engaged;  nor  do 
we  know  the  name  of  his  wife,  except  that  it  is  men- 
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tioiicd    in  his   deed  of  conveyanci'  ;    in  that   shr  is  called  | 

Mary.  ' 

l)()lh  of  these   brothers  were   i-ng-a^'ed  in  honorable  >. 

business   pursuits,  and  were   no  doubt   cultivators  <;!'  tlii-  ] 

soil  ;    ycH)inen  as  they  were   then   calleil.      In  those  days  A 

every  emigrant  had  some  (-nnjloyment.  They  were 
farmers,  carpenters  and  joiners,  or  smiths,  and  for  many 
years   these  several    trades  or  occujjations   seem  to  have  ; 

been  engag-ed   in  by  the  I.everings   in  Roxborough,  and  J 

were  continued  in  various  branches  of  the  famil\',  and 
alwa\s   with   an   average  degree  of  success. 

In    ko\l)orough    and    Mana)-unk   (lormerl)'   part    of  \ 

Roxborough)  some  of  the  land  which  Wigard  bought  in 
1691  and  1697,  is  still  occupied  Ijy  his  ilesc(;ndants  lu'ar- 
ing-  the  name  of  Levering,  and  the  house  in  wliich  this 
paper  is  written  is  on  a  part  of  the  land  once  owned  by 
our  tlistinguished  ancestor  Wigard  Levering.  1 

iV-ing  myself  a  lawyer,  it  is  perhaps  proper  for  me 
here  to  state  that  Wigard  Levering,  my  ancestor,  had  a 
very  high  appreciation  of  the  legal  services  of  attorneys  :' 

in  his  day.  It  appears  that  the  b'rankfort  Comi)any 
made  a  claim  against  him  for  (]uite  a  large  simi  of 
money,  for   having   lent   him    at  WescI    to  pa)-  his   debts  '• 

there,  6  pounds  and  4  shillings,  and   for  the   transporta-  : 

tion   of  himself  and   family,  57  pounds,   18  shillings,  and  ' 

1 1  pence  ;  but  Wigard  employed  all  the  attorneys,  who 
obtained  judgment  against  the  said  P'rankfort  Company 
for  32  pounds,  16  shillings  and  10  pence.  Mr.  Pasto- 
rius,  the  agent  of  the  company,  appealed  the  case  to  the 
Executive  Council,  but  what  the  result  was  we  know 
nothing,  but  presume  that  our  ancestor  was  victorious. 

Since  the  death  of  Wigard  Levering  in  1745,  most 
of  his  descendants  have  lived  in  Roxborough,  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  and   have  been  engaged  in  various 
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li<)iu)ral»k.'  pursuits,  ncir  ilid  any  K-avc  llic  palcrnal  hdinc- 
stcatl,  until  i^S^-.S,  when  some  oi'  tlu-m  went  to  I'alti- 
more,  in  Marvlanil,  where  they  entered  the  mercantile 
business,  and  their  descendants  are  at  this  tlay  occupying 
high  positions  of  honor  and  trust  both  in  private  and  pub- 
He.  One  of  them,  Joshua  Levering,  a  very  prominent  Bap- 
tist, has  rendered  great  service  to  John  Hopkins  Univer- 
sity, by  erecting  a  building  tor  the  Christian  Association, 
and  also  by  gent-rous  donations  to  various  societies  of  his 
church.  Others  left  lialtimore  for  Illinois,  Missouri  and 
other  western  states,  and  have  been  very  pros]ierous. 

Col.  John  Levering  (whose  father,  Abraham  Lever- 
ing, was  a  native  of  Roxborough,  afterward  resident  of 
Lower  Merion  in  Montgomery  County,  Pa.)  removetl  to 
the  west  (Cincinnati,  O.)  in  1849,  and  near  Lafayette  in 
1S50,  and  in  [anuary  1856  to  Lafayette,  where  he  has 
lived  since.  The  Colonel  is  a  real-estate  and  loan 
broker.  1  le  was  followed  to  Indiana  !))■  his  twin  brother 
William  H.  Levering,  in  November  iiS^i,  and  liy  his 
parents  and  other  brothers  and  sister,  in  1S54.  William 
H.,  his  brother,  is  deeply  interested  in  the  Sunday  school 
work  and  is  known  throughout  the  whole  country  for  his 
wonderful  success  in  his  work. 

Others  of  the  descendants  of  Wigard  Levering 
have  attained  positions  of  honor  in  various  places  :  one 
George  W.  Riggs,  of  the  firm  of  Corcoran  &  Riggs, 
was  one  of  the  most  prominent  bankers  in  the  country, 
and  another,  whose  wife  was  a  descendant  of  Wigard 
Levering,  iM-ancis  A.  Drexel,  of  the  firm  of  Drexel  & 
Bro.  of  Philadelphia,  was  a  successful  banker,  and  the 
firm  is  known  both  in  Europe  and  America.  Another 
person  who  attained  a  high  position  as  a  poet  and  states- 
man, George  H.  Boker,  of  Philadelphia,  was  our  Minis- 
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ter  to  Constantinople  and  Russia,  and  his  name  is  held 
in  high  esteem. 

In  Roxborough  we  have  had  for  many  years  as  a 
member  of  our  city  council,  Charles  Thomson  Jones,  a 
gentleman  who  occupied  high  honor  in  the  councils  and 
also  as  an  inspector  of  the  Eastern  Penitentiary  and 
manager  of  the  county  prison,  and  as  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace ;  another,  his  brother  Nathan  Levering  Jones, 
was  for  many  years  President  of  our  city  gas  works,  and 
a  merchant  of  high  honor  and  renown  ;  while  the  young- 
est brother,  Horatio  Gates  Jones,  who  writes  this  pajx-r, 
was  for  eight  years  a  senator  in  the  state  ol  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  while  there  fought  with  great  i-nergy  in  lavor 
of  the  doctrine  of  Religious  Liberty,  maintaining  that  no 
one  who  believed  in  the  fourth  conmiandnient  of  the  deca- 
logue, should  be  punished  for  working  on  the  lirst  day 
of  the  week.  Although  defeated  in  his  eBorts,  he  now 
lives  to  state  that  the  position  which  he  advocated, 
although  himself  a  believer  in  the  first  day,  was  the  cor- 
rect doctrine  of  the  Christian  religion.  Another  of 
these  was'  Anthony  D.  Levering,  who  for  several  years 
was  a  representative  of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  was  highly  honored  by  all  who  associated  with 
him. 

It  may  also  be  stated  liere  that  during  the  war  of 
the  Revolution,  many  of  the  Leverings  were  in  the 
army.  Jacob  and  John  Levering  two  of  the  sons  of 
Abraham,  who  lived  on  Green  Lane  now  Manayunk, 
were  very  active.  Jacob  acted  as  spy  for  the  American 
Army,  and  often  visited  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  while 
it  was  occupied  by  the  British,  in  the  plain  garb  of  a 
farmer.  Once  he  was  arrested,  and  the  enemy  were 
about  to  hang  him,  as  they  supposed  him  to  be  Major 
John  Levering  his  brother,   to  whom   he  gave  valuable 
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information,  which  he  had  obtainiM 

The  Major  was  in  the  Penns\lvania 

battle  of  Trenton   and   Princeton 

war  of  1S12,    and   lielon^ed    to 

••  Silver  ('.rays. "      Me  was  the   Cirandfather  n\   Col.  John 

Leverin^L;-.   of  Lafaj'ette.      /\nother    brother,    named   An- 

thon)-,  was   also  in   tlie  Revolution.      .Aaron    Levering  of 

I^altimore,  was   Captain   of  the   Independent   Blues,  and 

was  at  the  battle  of  North   Point  in   18 14.      In  1843  he 

was  a  member  of  the  Legislature  of  Maryland. 

During  the  late  Civil  War  many  from  Roxborough 
were  in  the  Union  Army.  A  rille  company  was  organ- 
ized in  which  several  of  the  descendants  of  Wigard 
Levering  were  to  be  found.  The  Captain  was  Anthony 
D.  Levering,  the  llrst  Lieutenant  was  Horatio  Gates 
Jones,  and  his  brother  Charles  Thompson  Jones  was 
Quartermaster.  His  son  Charles  Thompson  Jones  Jr., 
Maurice  M.  Levering,  and  Charles  K.  Levering  were 
privates. 

Another  Levering,  Andrew,  son  of  Jacob,  a  merch- 
ant of  Philadelphia,  enlisted  as  a  private,  became  a 
lieutenant,  and  at  length  was  a  member  of  the  staff  of 
General  Alfred  Sully.  Col.  John  Levering  of  Lafayette, 
Indiana,  was  also  in  the  army,  and  served  with  great 
honor  and  distinction.  In  186],  he  was  designated  by 
Governor  Morton  and  commissioned  by  President 'Lin- 
coln as  Quartermaster  with  rank  of  captain,  and  assigned 
to  the  stafi  of  General  J.J.  Reynolds,  afterward  with 
General  Rosecrans ;  then  was  on  the  staff  of  General 
A.  A.  Hiunphrey  until  November  1862,  ami  was  tlien 
ordered  to  report  to  General  Reynolds  in  Tennessee, 
and  in  May  1863  was  appointed  by  President  Lincoln  as 
Assistant  Adjutant  General  with  rank  of  Major  and 
assigned   to    Reynolds   Division    of    14th   Army    Corps. 
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In  December  i  .S6;,  was  ordereil  with  (General  Rc\  iiokls 
to  New  (Orleans,  ami  was  there  Adjutant  (ieneral  nf  the 
19th  Annv'  Corps.  In  lanuary  1S65  he  went  with  (Gen- 
eral Reynolds  to  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  as  Adjutant  Gen- 
eral of  the  Department  of  .Arkansas  '  and  of  the  7th 
Army  Corjjs,  with  the  rank  ol  Lieutenant  Coldiu-I.  On 
March  2,  1865  '""^  W'^^  conniiissiontnl  h)  tlv:  President 
as  Colonel  U.S.  Vols,  Ceneral  Reynolds  in  a  report 
to  the  War  Department,  speaks  of  Colonel  Levering'  as 
an  officer  of  e.xceptionahle  lial>its,  aiul  as  .Adjutant  C.en- 
eral  he  has  distinguished  himself,  as  well  in  the'  .Vrmy  of 
the  Cimiberland,  and  Departmtnit  of  the  Culf. 

In  a  paper  like  this  it  is  impossible  to  give  any 
detail  of  the  doings  .  of  the  Leverings  of  yXinerica  in 
their  various  vocations.  'Die  early  ones  never  attained 
any  distinction  as  scholars  but  they  ajjprcciated  the-  value 
and  importance  of  education. 

A  grandson  of  Wigard,  named  William,  in  tlu' 
year  1748,  founded  a  school  in  Ro.xborough,  which  still 
exists,  and  gave  the  land  on  which  the  house  was 
erected.  It  is  called  the  Levering  School.  Most  of  the 
Levering-s  in  Ro.xborough  were  either  farmers,  car[jenters 
or  smiths,  and  one  kept  the  first  Inn  in  the  Township, 
which  was  built  in  1731  and  it  is  still — although  not  out 
of  the  family — used  as  an  Inn,  and  is  called  the  Lever- 
ington  Hotel.  At  this  place  was  held  tin;  first  Post- 
office  in  the  Township,  known  as  Roxborough  and  the 
first  Post-Master  was  Aaron  Levering,  but  in  1831  the 
name  was  changed  to  Leverington,  the  only  one  at  that 
time,  so  called,  in  the  United  States.  The  first  Post- 
Master  under  that  name,  was  Robert  V.  Levering.  The 
only  other  Post-office  named  Levering — except  one  in 
Emmet    County,    Michigan — is    that    in    Knox    County, 
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Ohio,  which  was  establislied  October  25,  1S36  when 
|ohn  Levering;  was  appointed  Post-Master. 

As  to  the  rehgion  of  the  first  emigrants,  we  know 
very  little.  No  iloiibt  they  were  a  pious  people  and  in 
Plurope,  they  were  1  luguenots,  or  Lutherans.  The  dis- 
coveries of  Col.  John  Levering  show  that  their  childn-n 
were  alwa^'s  iM-ought  to  holy  baptism  in  which  tlic  par- 
ents seeme'd  to  have  been  firm  believers.  When  they 
settled  in  Germantown  the  Iriends  oi  Ouakers  were 
most  numerous,  the  Mennonists  were  also  (pnte  active 
and  in  a  few  years  the  Ttuikers  or  Oerman  l)a])tists 
organized  a  chiu'ch  of  which  the  celelirated  Christopher 
.Sower  was  a  member,  and  the  Rev.  .Alc.vander  Ma.\  was 
the  minister.  .Subsequently,  other  churches  were  formed, 
and  the  Moravians  frequently  had  service,  which  per- 
haps letl  John  Levering — a  grandson  of  Gerhard  Lever- 
ing, 10  join  the  church. 

When  the  Leverings,  Wiganl  and  (lerharil,  settled 
in  Roxborough  there  was  no  churcli  there  of  aii)'  kind, 
and  if  they  were  disposc.'d  to  attend  clun-ch,  they  had  to 
travel  to  Philadelphia  or  to  Germantown.  At  a  very 
early  date,  say  about  1751.  and  1756,  several  of  the 
Leverings  lived  thc're,  wlio  belonged  to  the  Paptist 
Clnirch  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  wliich  was  organized 
in  iGgS.  Ikit  in  Ro.vborough  no  church  was  fjrmed 
until  August  26,  1789,  and  this  was  th(_'  Roxborough 
15aptist  Church.  Of  the  32  constituent  memljers,  (;leven 
were  named  Levering,  and  two  were  named  Levering 
before  they  were  married.  Its  lirst  two  deacons  bore 
the  name  oi  Levering,  and  ten  persons  named  Levering 
have  been  ileacons.  The  first  deacon  was  Al)raham 
Levering,  and  there  has  always  been  a  continued  suc- 
cession of  deacons  wlio  have  been  his  lineal  descendants. 
There   are   now    23   persons    named   Levering    who  are 
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members  of  the  church.  The  laiul  on  which  the  meet- 
ing; house  was  built,  was  oriven  by  Nathan  and  Sarah 
Levering;,  the  maternal  grandparents  of  the  writer  of 
this  paper.  Tht-  l.everings  have  been  members  of  the 
various  churches,  which  now  e.xist.  Some,  many  1 
may  say,  have  been  Baptist  or  Lutherans.  Moravians, 
Roman  Catholics,  Methodists,  Episcopalians  or  Hutch 
Reformed. 

Some  Leverings  have  been  ministers;  two  were 
Baptist  clergymen  and  among  the  posterity  of  (ierhard, 
there  is  one  who  is  a  Bishop  of  the  Moravian  Church,  I 
refer  to  the  Right  Reverend  Joseph  Mortimer  Levering, 
of  Bethlehem,  Pa.  Several  have  been  famous  as 
musicians,  and  several  have  been  poets,  one  of  these 
latter  was  Mi.ss  Salle  C.  Levering  of  Philadelphia,  whose 
effusions  were  beautiful;  she  died  at  an  earl\-  age. 
Another  was  Robert  K.  H.  Lev(M-ing  who  resided  at 
Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

But  I  have  written  enough,  and  shall  leave  the  his- 
tory of  Gerhard  Levering  and  his  postf^rity  to  his  w(;ll- 
known  descendant,  my  worlli)'  irieiid  1  Ion.  Allen  Lever- 
ing of  Mt.  Gilead,  Ohio,  who  I  bellevc^  is  fully  al)le  to 
perform  the  duty  assigned  to  him  on  this  memorable 
occasion. 

Before  I  close  this  paper,  i)ermit  me  to  add  that 
there  was  one  peculiarity  about  the  early  Leverings ; 
this  is  the  fact  that  they  all  married  ;  there  was  scarcely 
a  bachelor  to  be  found  among  them.  1  state  this  for  the 
information  of  all  [jresent  on  this  occasion. 

My  advice  is,  that  if  there  are  any  bachelors  present 
to-day  they  should  follow  the  e.xajnple  of  iheir  worthy 
ancestors  and  ])reserve  the  customs  which  prevailed 
among  them  in  the  early  history  of  this  country. 
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Copy  of  a  letter  written  by  Mrs.  C.  M.  Latch,  aged 
over  eighty  years,  read  by  her  son-in-law.  WilHam  H. 
Levering,  of  Lafayette,  Ind. 

cT  2\orolutiotiani    3iici(>ont. 

PiMLADi-.i.i'HiA,    Pa.,    May  24,    1,^91. 

Di.AR  W'li.L: — You  ask  mc  for  some  information  res|>ecting  Jacol) 
Levering,  the  Spy  for  General  Washington,  during  the  Revohition.  I 
cannot  recall  dates,  hut  at  the  time  when  tlie  l^iritish  army  held  pos- 
session of  Philadelphia,  Jacob  was  at  home  in  Roxhoro,  and  took  the 
|)roduce  of  the  farm  into  the  city  to  market.  'J'hat  gave  him  an 
oi)))ortunity  to  hear  a  great  deal  of  news,  for  he  went  to  the  house  of 
a  man  named  (1 — ,  a  tory,  whose  wife  was  a  distant  relative  tif  the 
l,everings.  While  there  one  day  il  was  thought  hest  (o  take  Mrs.  C, 
and  the  young  children  out  to  Jaioh's  father's,  to  hoard  while  the 
soldiers  were  in  the  city.  lie  had  to  stay  o\er  night,  .-ind  slept  with 
a  lad,  a  son  of  C's. 

That  night  the  British  officers  had  a  meeting  .it  (is  house — for  it 
was  a  place  where  diey  met;  and  young  (.;.  arose,  went  to  the  (.luc.ir, 
listened  at  the  key-hole,  heard  all  their  plans,  <  anie  to  hed  again,  and 
told  Jacob  all  their  jilans, — one  of  whi(  h  waN,  to  j;(i  to  Red  I'.ank, 
surround  and  make  prisoners  of  a  small  ainiv  we  had  tiiere.  'I'he 
ne.xt  day  Jacob  loaded  up  his  live  sIik  k  and  look  ihem  lo  his  father's. 
When  he  arriveil  he  was  muih  siuprised  to  fnid  the  Major  there,  at 
home  on  a  furlough; — the  Major  was  his  brother  John,  our  grand- 
father. After  the  horses  were  put  into  the  stable,  he  said  to  John, 
Come  up  into  the  hay  mow  I  have  something  to  tell  you  ;  and  when 
there,  (old  him  all  he  had  heard. 

.After  supper,  anil  when  prayers  were  over,  they  all  retiretl. 
About  ir  o'clock,  the  Major — our  grandfather — arose  ipn'elly,  went 
down  Greene  I.ane  to  the  Schuykill  river,  ro\\ed  over  in  a  boat,  went 
to  Uncle  Anthony  Levering's  house,  and  aroused  liiui  from  his  bed. 
Upon  learning  his  want  of  a  horse,  that  he  might  go  at  once  to  Valley 
Korge,  where  Washington  was  encamped,  I'ncle  said,  "Go  u, 
the  kitchen  and  gel  my  saddle  and  bridle,  put  on  my  overcoat,  then 
go  to  the  stable  and  get  my  riding  horse,  and  go  as  fast  as  thee  can, — 
1  don't  care'  if  thee  has  to  ride  him  to  death,  so  thee  gets  there."  Me 
started  at  full   speed   up  the   river  road,    having  about    15  miles   logo. 
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Arrived  at  the  c;im|i,  he  passed  the  guards,  went  to  the  stmie  mansion, 
met  Blue  liilly  at  the  foot  of  the  stair,  who  i)assed  him  ii|i  ;  he  opened 
the  door  and  on  the  lloor  hiy  Washington,  I. a  h'ayette,  Knox  and 
Oreene. 

Washington  arose  i|uici<ly,  antl  gras|iing  his  hand  saitl,  "Mow 
glad  I  am  to  see  yon  Major,  Have  yon  any  news?"  "  \es,"  he 
answered,  "  Then  come  into  the  next  room,"  \\'ashington  said.  He 
then  gave  W.  all  the  intormation  Jacob  had  sent.  Cen.  Washington 
went  to  the  corner  of  the  room  and  knelt  in  silent  prayer  for  ai)out 
ten  minntes;  and  then  arose  and  said,  '•  Maj(jr  <  an  yon  go  to" — some 
[jlace,  the  name  of  whii.h  1  forget.  He  said,  ■'  Ves,  if  my  horse 
can."  ''Then"  said  the  (Jeneral  "if  your  horse  is  tired,  yon  are 
tired,  I  will  send  some  one  else."  He  then  hid  them  all  good  night 
and  sped  his  way  h<jmeward; — and  having  |)ut  all  things  in  jilace  at 
Uncle  Anthony's,  he  rode  back  over  the  Scluiylkill.  reached  h..me, 
and  qnietly  went  to  bed.  I  have  often  heard  otu'  grandlather  tell  of 
it,  and  lie  would  say,  "  It  was  not  liy  might  nor  by  power  that  our 
victory  was  gained,  but  it  was  through  jjrayer."  .'\nd  he  always  told, 
with  much  feeling,  how  reverently  Washington  knelt  in  i>rayer  the 
night  he  carried  |acol)'s  message  to  him  at  Valley  I'orge. 

Adjouniecl   to  fwo  o'clock   P.  i\I. 

AFTERNOON     SESSION. 

Address  delivered  by  Allen  Levering  on  the  "IJfe- 
and  Character  of  VVilliain  Leveriny,"  with  tracinos  of 
the  history  of  his  ancestors  as  far  back  as  known  and 
some  incidents  of  his  and  (Jther  pioneer  times  in  the 
Owl   Creek  \'alley. 

irilliani  "^Sorcrincj;. 

Mr.  Presidetit.  Relatives  ami  Fj-ie/ids  ! 

We  are  assembled  to  perpettiate  the  memor)-  of 
our  ancestors.  Not  as  Egyptians,  who,  with  profoimd 
reverence  for  their  departed  ancestors,  embalmed  their 
bodies  and   with  solemn   rite  and  ceremony  per|K'tiiated : 
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their  memory.  Nor  as  the  English,  who  with  the  same 
instinct  seek  to  immortalize  the  titled  nobility  of  their 
sires  by  emblazoniny  on  shields  and  armorial  devices 
the  insignia  of  their  title  and  achievements,  but  by  lift 
ing  the  mystic  veil  of  time  and  disclosing  tlieir  history. 
By  so  doing  we  embalm  their  noble  lives  and  acts  in 
our  memory  and  engrave  upon  our  hearts  their  fame 
and  preserve  to  the  latest  time  the  chivalry  oi  a  long- 
line  of  ancestry,  who  in  the  pureness  of  their  character 
far  outranked  the  numerical  nobility  of  the  old  world. 

Levering,  that  grand  old  name,  the  embodiment  ol 
respectability,  uprightness,  frugality,  prosperity  and 
morality,  is  certainly  a  name  wliich  we  should  all  be 
proud  to  bear,  and  those  through  whose  veins  course 
the  blood  of  the  noble  French  Huguenots,  who  Ijraved 
the  tyranic  dogmatisms  of  Roman  Catholicism,  who 
sought  the  hospitable  shores  of  America  to  enjoy  that 
freedom  of  conscience  and  thought  which  is  the  lounda- 
tion  of  our  grand  Republic,  and  who  have  bequeathed 
to  their  posterity  an  example  of  industry,  stability  and 
honesty,  une.xcelled  by  that  of  any  lineage  traceal^le  in 
the  history  of  the  human  race,  should  feel  a  certain 
degree  of  pride  in  their  ancestorage.  Not  indeed  one 
of  laudation,  l^ut  one  that  should  engender  in  the  bosom 
of  their  descendants  a  desire  to  emulate  tlieir  example 
and  render  themselves  worthy  to  bear  thi-ir  illustrious 
name. 

In  tracing  our  history  and  collecting  facts  relative 
to  certain  of  our  ancestors  for  this  reunion,  the  work 
has  been  divided  and  to  me  has  been  assigned  the  task 
o{  tracing  or  writing  the  historj'  of  m)'  o-k<i/  grandtather, 
William  Levering,  and  the  ancestorage  of  his  father  as 
far  back  as  is  known,  as  William  was  the  pioneer  and 
5  ■    ;'•■'■-, 
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first  one  of  the  name,  and  the  younoest  of  the  three 
brothers,  Daniel,  John  and  IViUiani  Levering,  who 
settled  HI  this  beautiful  and  fertile  section  of  tlie  Owl 
Creek  Valle). 

William  Levering-,  our  grandfather,  was  born  in 
New  Jersey  May  igth,  17S0,  and  raised  in  ISedford  Co., 
Pa.,  on  his  father's  farm  and  from  whom  he  learned  the 
blacksmith  trade  On  November  2nd,  1S02,  he  was 
marri(-(l  to  Ruth  liryson,  who  was  born  at  X'alley  I'orge, 
Pa.,  February  iith,  1  7S0.  1  ler  father's  name  was  Ar- 
chibald Hr\-son,  who  was  born  in  .Scotlaml  in  1743,  and 
his  father  having  died  when  he  was  about  2  years  old, 
and  his  mothi-r  afterwards  marrying  and  moving  to  Lon- 
don. Lngland,  her  brothttr,  Rob(M-t  .Scott,  took  charge 
of  him  to  raise  and  brou.ght  him  to  America  in  1751, 
with  his  sister  Julia,  and  neither  were  married.  They 
lived  a  short  time  near  Richmond,  Va.,  then  moved  to 
I^hiladelphia,  Pa.,  where  his  uncle  was  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile business,  and  l)t.'canu;  wt'aith)' :  but  did  not  leav*.' 
any  of  his  money  to  Archibald  as  he  lelt  him  before  he 
was  of  age,  going  to  ValU^y  h'orge,  Pa.,  working  in  the 
P'lirnace,  learning  to  make  iron,  and  became;  a  master 
workman  and  was  married  to  Polly  1  lale,  an  English 
■quakeress,  a  relative  of  Sir  Matthew  Llale,  a  Judge  of 
the  King's  Bench  of  England.  The  Bryson  and  Scott 
families  were  related  to  Robert  Bruce  the  .Second,  and 
Kino;  of  Scotland  ;  and  were  of  the  Nobility  of  Scotland, 
and  very  wealthy.  Her  father  and  mother  lived  at  \'aL 
ley  P'orge  until  her  sister  Rachael,  brother  Davitl,  ami 
herself  were  Ijorn,  and  then  moved  to  lieilford  Co.,  Pa., 
where  she  and  William  Levering  were  married.  They 
lived  in   a  part  ol    his   father,    Henry    Levering's   house  || 

and  rented  his  farm  ;  but  desiring  to  have  a  farm  and 
home  of  their  ov.  n.  he,  with  [ohn  .\rk(.-rman   and    i{lder 


I 


HI        {!jfi:i,7 


I     r:.)   J-.,  r::    .   )■•  V.I 


■"  '"'o' •■  I '■  ■■'■-■  ^    v..jiUj«f/;    lie    'lo   yvijiti 
'•  'i.iJ-  )-i  lo  viiln'i./  rv-^i  to   ;it  v  Lr-K     ! 


..;:    .    ■  !•■   !     -T 


j;  ■  I'  ni   ■  •! v  A- 


THl-:    RKL'NION    PKO('El':i)IN(;S.  (i7 

John  Cook,  zealous  members  of  the  Old  School  liaptist 
Church,  and  at  their  Annual  Church  Associations  that 
they  would  go  from  20  to  50  miles  away  to  attend,  hav- 
ing learned  at  these  Associations  of  the  rich  lands  yet 
to  be  entered  in  the  Owl  Creek  Valley,  in  the  "Ohio 
■coiuitr)',"  as  it  was  then  called,  and  living  in  the  same 
neighborhood,  and  acquainted  and  social  friends  and 
all  desirous  to  own  and  provide  homes  for  their  chil- 
dren, decided  to  go  and  see  that  country  before  moving 
their  families  there.  So  in  October.  18 10,  they  started 
on  horseback,  carrying  their  mone)-  and  change  of 
clothing  in  leather  portmanteaus  that  they  strapped 
on  their  saddles,  and  wlutn  stopping  over  night  jjlaced 
them  in  care  of  the  tavern-keeper.  The  distance 
was  340  miles,  and  they  were  about  8  days  on  the 
way.  coming  b)'  Wheeling,  '  Zanesville  and  Newark, 
to  Mt.  Vernon  and  I^'redericktown,  and  to  the  I(;rsey 
settlement  on  south  fork  of  Owl  Creek,  to  which  the)' 
had  been  directed  by  their  church  friends  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  where  [ames  Lewis  (who  was  born  in  .Sussex 
Co.,  New  Jerse)',  but  after  his  man-iage  had  movetl  to 
Washington  Co.,  Pa.,)  had  bec^n  in  1805,  and  i-ntered 
1000  acres  of  the;  choicest  lantls  in  that  \'alle\ ,  nne-hall, 
nnile  east  of  what  is  now  Luzern  P.  ().,  in  Knox  C(j.,  O. 
.■\  wild  cherry  tree  now  stands  on  Matthew  I5oner's 
farm,  where  he  camped  while  selecting  this  l;n-ge  tract 
of  land.  On  returning  home  he  divided  it  among  his 
children,  who,  in  a  lew  years,  began  to  move  there  and 
improve  it,  and  who  were  the  Lewis,  lioner,  Pryant, 
and  Conger  families,  members  of  the  Old  .School  ]5a[nist 
Church.  But  here  they  were  disappointed  in  fmding  all 
the  best  land  entered.      They  were  toKl  that  o\-(t  <.ii  tin,- 


North    Fork  of  Owl   Creek   there  was  as  good    land 
to    enter,    and    tl"\'   returneil    to    P'redericktdw  n,    wh 
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Abner  Avers  had  built  a  double  \o<^  caliin  and  was. 
keepino;  a  tavern,  and  he  directed  them  by  a  bridle 
path,  or  Indian  trail,  (there  bein^-  no  laid-out  roads) 
to  the  Mitchell  settlement,  where  b'rancis  and  Joseph 
.Mitchell  had  each  a  cabin  on  tleir  half  section  of  land 
now  owned  by  Alfred  b'ish,  Edward,  Calvin,  and  John 
C.  Levering-,  Thomas  Mitchell  having-  entered  the  one- 
fourth  section  where  Riley  Levering  now  lives.  So  the 
ne.xt  quarter  section  west  not  entered  was  the  one  Mr. 
Ackerman  took,  he  being  the  oldest,  (then  50  years  and 
was  to  have  the  first  choice,)  and  is  yet  owned  by  mem- 
bers of  his  family.  Elder  Cook,  being  42  years  of  age, 
liad  ne.Kt  choice, 'antl  took  the  adjoining  quarter  along 
the  creek;  and  William  Levering,  then  30  years  old, 
ne.xt  west,  all  agreeing  to  locate  together,  as  they  were 
very  warm  and  social  friends.  bVancis  Mitchell  being  a 
surveyor  was  with  them,  and  gave  them  the  boundary 
lines  of  each  section  of  land  that  was  then  thickly  cov- 
ered with  heavy  timber.  At  this  time  IClder  .Steplien 
Cook  owns  and  lives  on  his  father's  land  ;  and  MiJton 
Levering,  William's  youngest  son,  owns  and  lives  on 
his  father's  lantl  entt-retl  at  that  tim<^  .So  their  chil- 
dren have  been  satisfied  with  thrir  selections,  and  re- 
main on  the  old  farms,  and  are  here  to-day  as  old 
citiztms  ol  this  vicinity — Inkier  Cook  now  in  his  8 1st 
year,  and  Milton  Levering  in  his  71st  year. 

The  Pioneers  being  satisfied  with  their  selection  of 
land  for  their  new  homes,  .and  it  being  necessary  to 
hasten  to  the  government  land  office,  then  located  at 
Canton,  they  started  the  ne.xt  morning,  and  on  the  way 
stopped  for  dinner  at  Greentown,  in  Richland  Co.,  and 
about  12  miles  south-east  of  now  Cit)'  of  Mansfield,, 
where   the    Delaware    Indians   lived,  and  a  white  man,. 
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who  had  married  an  Indian  squaw,  was  keepings  a 
tavern.  Amon^  the  principal  Indians  they  saw  there 
was  Captain  Pipe  the  chief,  and  Captain  Montour  who 
belonoed  to  the  Delaware  tribe,  but  had  attended  Col- 
leae  at  Cannonsburgh,  Pa.,  and  graduated  and  was  a 
hiahly  intellectual  Indian  and  dressed  then  ui  an  Lng- 
lish  blue  broad  cloth  suit,  and  was  large  and  hue  ook- 
ino-  were  talking  about  their  Indian  troubles  and  ex- 
pe'cted  that  there  would  be  another  war  between  the 
English  and  Americans.  When  Mr.  Ackcrman  asked 
him  who  he  would  fight  for,  he  answered,  the  one  who 
pays  me  the  most  money.  Put  sometune  durmg  the 
following  year  Tecumseh,  the  chief  of  the  Shawnee 
tribe,  visited  the  Delaware  tribe  here  but  failed  to  m- 
i-  ■  duce  Captain   Pipe,  the  chief,   to  join  hmi  m  h.s  eHorts 

to  make  war  on  the  white  settlers,  but  did  secure  Cap- 
tain Montour  under  promise  to  promote  him  to  an  oltice, 
and  at  the  Battle  of  the  Thames,  in  Canada,  m  October 
,8i-,,  they  were  both  killed. 

'  They  arrived  at  Canton  November  2nd.  .810.       I  he 
price  they  paid   for  each  section   was  $300.      $^00  paid 
at    the    time    of   entering,    and    #100   each    year.       I  he 
I.  patent  deed  is  dated  June  8th,  18.2,  signed  by  James 

r  Madison,    President   of  the   U.  S.,  and    Edward      iffm. 

Commissioner  of  the  General   Land  Office  at  Washing- 
ton   D    C       It   describes   the    lands   as   being    "m    the 
!.  territory  north-west  of  the  Ohio  and   above  tlie   mouth 

\  of  the  Kentucky  River." 

'         ■  We  have  learned  that  on  their  way  C(Mmng  and  re- 

turning to  Pennsylvania  they  often   held  religious  meet- 
i  in^rs    in    the    evenings,    and    on    Sundays,    where    they 

stopped,  Elder  Cook  doing  the  preaching,  Mr.  Levering 
(who  was  a  member  of  the  M.  E.  Church)  the  singing, 
and  Mr.  Ackerman  taking  a  part  m  the  e.xercis<>s. 
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On  returning-  home  they  bei;'an  making-  arrange- 
ments to  move  their  families  here;  but  on  August  26th, 
1810,  Wm.  Levering's  father  having  died  from  a  stroke 
of  apoplexy,  he  was  compelled  to  remain  to  take  care 
of  his  mother,  and  did  until  October  1X16;  but  the  next 
spring  (i8ii)'Mr.  Ackerman  started  with  his  famil)-, 
having  employed  Mr.  Thomas  Mitchell  to  clear  a  few- 
acres  and  build  a  log  cabin  to  live  in  before  returning  to 
Pennsylvania,  and  having  but  two  horses  and  \Vm.  Blair 
and  John  Cook  each  having  a  horse,  they  joined  tean-is 
with  Mr.  .-\ckern-ian,  making  a  foiu'-horse  team,  and 
canie  together,  and  each  entered  a  quarter  section  of 
land.  Mr.  Blair  next  west  of  W'n-i.  Levering  and  |ohn 
Cook  (son  of  Elder  Cook)  the  third  section  west;  Cal- 
vin Blair  is  now  living  on  his  father's  piece,  and  Thtis. 
Phillips  on  Mr.  Cook's.  And  when  each  died.  Wni. 
Blair  and  John  Ogle  moved  their  families  froni  I'ennsyl- 
vania  near  Warfordsburgh  and  neighbors  there  that  fall 
of  iSii  and  found  Benjamin  Mart  livii-ig  on  his  land 
oned-ialf  mile  west  who  canie  to  them  as  the)  landed 
with  a  dotted  piece  of  wood  on  fire  swinging  it  to  keep 
it  burning ;  and  at  that  time  having  no  matches  to  start 
a  fire,  such  favors  were  highly  appreciated  as  social  and 
friendly  acts. 

Daniel  and  his  brother  John  Levering  canu^'  in 
October  181  1  fron-i  iiear  Bedford  in  Bedford  Co.,  Pa. 
Daniel  bought  Joseph  and  F"rench  Mitchell's  improved 
farnis  and  entered  some  other  sections  adjoining,  and 
[ohn  the  next  quarter  section  west  of  John  Cook's  land 
(where  |ames  Thompson  and  Seymour  Whitney  now 
own  and  live)  and  entered  for  his  brother  Wn-i.  Levering 
the  farm  that  his  son  Nelson  lives  on  now,  (he  made 
these  entries  in  the  Land  Office  at  Canton,  O.,  on  Nov. 
13,  181  I,)  but   did    not    move   their   families   until   later. 
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Then  came  the  Grahams,  Reynolds,  Rushes,  etc.,  all  from 
Bedford  Co.,  Pa.,  and  Washington  Co.,  Md.,  near  the 
town  of  Hancock  on  the  Potomac  River  and  about 
Warfordsbdrgh,  Pa.  In  the  fall  of  iSj2  PLlder  Cook 
moved  his  family,  and  Wm.  Levering  in  tlie  fall  ol  iSi'i. 
During  William's  stay  on  the  old  farm  in  Pt-nnsylvania, 
by  gathering  wild  grapes  in  the  mountains,  and  mixing 
them  with  the  apples  and  sweet  cherries  growing  in 
abundance  on  the  farm,  and  having  a  small  still,  made 
apple  jack,  apple  brandy,  cider  oil,  and  cherr)-  bounce; 
liquors  that  found  ready  sale,  and  in  that  \\a\  sa\rd 
enough  money  to  pay  for  the  land  his  brother  John  had 
selected  for  him;  but  when  the  war  of  1812  liegun,  the 
government  was  compelled  to  close  all  the  branch  land 
oflices  in  Ohio  and  the  West,  and  in  Januar)-  1814  he 
went  on  horseback  to  Washington  City  to  the  General 
Land  Office  and  paid  for  it  all,  and  received  liis  Patent 
Deed  dated  January  14th,   1814. 

While  in  Washington  he  called  on  President  James 
Madison,  in  the  White  House  (that  was  burned  Aug. 
23rd  of  that  year  by  the  British  General  Ross  and  on 
his  attack  on  Baltimore,  .Sept.  1  2th  following  was  killed) 
who  treated  him  very  kindly,  and  asked  many  questions 
about  the  Ohio  country,  where  said  he,  the  Indians  and 
the  British  are  giving  us  so  much  trouble,  that  he  was 
obliged  to  close  all  the  land  offices,  but  felt  confident  we 
would  defeat  the  British  armies  very  soon  antl  our 
country  would  improve  rapidly,  and  be  equal,  in  a  short 
time,  to  any  of  the  older  countries  of  Europe.  He 
returned  home  very  much  elated  over  his  trijj,  and 
meeting  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  often 
told  of  it  in  social  gatherings  with  his  neighbors  and 
friends,  and  how  he  took  the  tongs  and  lifted  the 
partially  burnt  wood  on  the  fire  Irons  when  talking  to 
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him  just  like  any  other  man  who  was  not  the  President. 
In  1S15  he  came  to  Ohio,  and  bet^an  clearing  a  piece  on 
which  to  build  a  cabin,  but  the  axe-handle  bruising  his 
hand,  and  starting  a  catarrh,  he  emijloycd  Benjamin  Pit- 
man to  chop  down  all  the  timber  iS  inches  and  inider, 
clear  and  burn  it  off  about  12  acres,  and  build  a  cabin  18 
by  20  feet,  intending  t()  move  his  Tamil)-  into  it  the  next 
year;  but  having  the  care  of  his  mother  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  she  Ijecoming  old,  and  not  wanting  to  leave  tin-  old 
home,  he  in  the  summer  of  1S16,  made  arrangements 
with  Frederick  Outcalt  to  move  into  the  house,  take 
care  of  his  mother,  pay  the  taxes,  keep  it  in  repair, 
etc.,  as  he  was  to  have  it  at  her  death  for  caring  for 
her,  l)ut,  as  he  had  five  boys  :  Allen,  then  over  ten 
_\ears  old,  Morgan  S,  Morris  6,  Nelson  t,H  aiid  David 
1  ycuar,  (his  oldest  son  Archibald  dying  when  nearly 
two  years  old  in  Pennsylvania),  he  was  anxious  to 
havethem  start  in  his  new  home,  where  the  land  was 
more  fertile,  and  having  his  mother's  consent;  about  the 
1st  of  October,  18 16,  began  packing  a  four  horse 
wagon,  with  an  old  style  English  bed,  and  about  the 
middle  of  the  month  started  with  four  horse  team  and 
three  milk  cows.  A  neighbor,  Mr.  Abner  I  less,  hitched 
his  two  horse  team  ahead  and  helped  them  to  the  top  of 
the  Sidelinghill  Mountain,  where  they  all  eat  dinner 
together,  as  they  had  their  provisions  and  cooking 
utensils  with  them,  also  bedding,  and  slept  at  night  in 
the  wagon,  and  the  cows  furnishing  them  with  milk  they 
boarded  and  camped  on  the  way.  In  the  alternoon 
they  came  to  his  wife's  brother's  house,  David  Bryson, 
who  was  packed  and  ready  to  start  with  his  family,  and 
also  a  Mr.  Poorman  and  his  family,  and  next  morning 
all  started  together  for  their  new  homes  in  Ohio  ;  com- 
ing by   Bedford,  Wheeling,  and  by  the   noted  Wheeling 
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Hill,  ilown  which  Major  Samuel  McCullough  rode  or 
leaped  his  horse,  when  pursued  by  the  Indians  in  Sep- 
tember 1777  while  reenforcing  P'ort  Henry,  that  stood 
on  the  bank  of  the  (~)hio  River,  above  Wheeling  Creek, 
that  was  being  besieged  by  that  renegade  Simon  Girty. 
The  party  separated  at  Zanesville,  Mr.  Bryson  and  Poor- 
man  going  to  Athens  Co.,  O.,  where  they  had  bought 
:lands,  and  William  to  his  farm  in  then  Knox  Co.,  but  now 
in  Morrow  County,  O.,  where  they  landed  Nov.  5,  1816, 
and  where  his  pioneer  life  and  that  of  his  family  began. 
Before  leaving  Pennsylvania,  he  made  each  of  his  five 
.boys  an  ax,  wliich  they  prized  highly,  with  which  to  chop 
and  clear  away  the  forest.  David,  then  15  months  old, 
kep  this  lor  many  years.  They  hatl  then  several  neigh- 
.bors,  the  Blairs,  Harts,  Ogles  and  his  two  old  friends  John 
Ackermann  and  Elder  Cook,  the  latter  having  married 
his  sister-in-law  Rachael  Bryson,  and  was  his  nearest 
neighbor;  and  all  having  moved  there  within  four  years, 
from  about  Waffordsburgh,  Pa.,  (some  four  or  fivemiles 
south  from  where  he  had  lived,  and  where  most  of  the 
early  settlers  in  this  part  of  the  valley  moved  from)  and 
having  his  two  quarter  sections  of  the  land  paid  for,  and 
money  in  hand,  he  began  hiring  more  of  his  land  cleared, 
■feeling  much  encouraged  in  having  a  JTome  of  his  own 
and  for  liis  children,  but  in  the  midst  of  their  prosperity 
■their  eldest  son,  Allen,  then  past  1  i  years  old,  and  who 
was  very  fond  of  horses  and  could  manage  and  drive  a 
team  very  well  took  sick,  and  his  mother  being  a  good 
nurse'  and  doctor  (as  all  these  pioneer  women  and 
mothers  were)  began  treating  him  but  he  grew  worse, 
when  his  father  went  to  Mt.  Vernon  to  bring  Dr.  I')urr  to 
see  him,  who  after  inquiring  the  nature  of  his  disease 
.and  condition  said  he  could  not  help  him  and  no  use  to 
go  and   see  him  ;   he   returned  with  a  sad   heart  bearing 
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that  intelligence  to  his  family  who  nursed  him  as  best  as 

they  knew  until  Jan.  26,  181 7,  he  died,  and  there  being  no 

place  in  the  neighborhood  set  apart  for  burying  the  dead, 

no  deaths  having  occured,   he  and   his  brother  Daniel, 

(who  had   moved   his   family  in    1813)  selected  what  is 

now  the  Waterford   Cemetery,    where  his  remains  lay, 

and  the  first  one  buried  there  and  after  dark  as  John  Van 

Buskirk  who  made  the  coffin  and   lived  where  Shannon 

Levering  lives   did   not    get  it  done    and  to  the    house 

until  sundown.       This  occurrence,  at  this  time  was  a  very 

sad  affliction  to  them  especiall)-  to  his  mother  who  could 

never  become  reconciled  over  his  death  as  he  was  a  very 

industrious    and    obedient    son    and    dearly   Ijcloveil    by 

her.      Heing  satisfied  with  their  new  home,  they  felt  like 

bearing  up  und(.:r  such   trials,   and  the   inconvenience  ol 

this   new  country,   and    the  annoyance  of  wild  animals, 

such  as  the  black   bear,  gray  wolves  and   wild  cats  ;  the 

most     dangerous    and     destructive    of    them    were    the  ^ 

wolves.     The    government    granted  a  bounty  oi    $8.00  1 

for  an    old  wolf   and   5)^4.00    for  a    young    wolfs    scalp,  ',  | 

and  since  they  could  pay  their  county  taxes  with  scalps,  J 

many    were    slain.     The    Indian    tribes    here   were    the 

Delaware  and   Wyandot    who  often    camped   for  a   lew 

days  in  the  neighborhood  in  large  numbers,  200  at  one 

time  on  his   farm  where  his  son   Nelson    Levering  lives. 

And  one  old  chief  George   Lyon,  a  son  of  the  old  Tom 

Lyon,    and  his    son-in-law   Williams    and   three  or   four 

other   Indian   families,   built   wigwams  of  poles  covered  Tj 

with  elm  ]:>ark,   on    the   run  on   this  farm,   running  near  ;  i 

that   old   elm   tree    that  has  stood   at  the    forks   of   the 

road  so  long,  holding  the  guide  boards  (that  is  known 

thousands  of  miles  away  in  the  west)  on  tliat  farm,  and 

lived  there  several  winters  —  and  one  spring  made  some 

sugar  —  and  the  run  is  called  George  Run.     These  In- 
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diaiis  o;ave  them  no  trouble,  excejit  to  beg  some  pro- 
visions. This  old  Tom  Lyon  would  have  Buckeye-wood 
ladles  to  sell,  and  came  on  a  pon\'  about  once  a  year. 
He  would  not  lie  on  a  bed,  but  in  the  winter  time  by 
the  hre-|)lace  ami  in  summer  in  the  barn.  Said  he  was 
born  where  is  now  Easton,  Pa.,  was  at  Cien.  l^raddock's 
deteat,  juh-  9,  1755;  then  a  boy,  and  after  the  l.iattle  ol 
Fallen  Timbers,  in  1  794,  he  carried  a  Hag  of  truce  to 
Gen.  .Anthon)-  Wayne's  camp,  and  before  he  started  his 
Indian  friends  tried  to  discourage  him  in  going.  He 
saitl  he  was  taken  to  (ien.  Wayne's  tent,  where  he  was 
busy  writing  at  his  table,  and  did  not  look  at  him  until 
he  (|uit  writing,  when  he  sat  beside  him  and  putting  his 
hand  on  his  knee,  said:  "Well,  what  do  you  want?" 
I  said,  "(^ur  squaws  and  pappooses  you  have  taken  as 
prisoners."  "  Well,  you  can  have  them,"  and  he  then 
ordered  something  for  me  to  eat  and  said  that  he  had 
some  good  fat  meat  to  eat.  He  thought  Wayne  a 
great  warrior.  The  last  time  he  came  was  in  the  fall  of 
1832,  when  he  showed  the  boys  how  to  make  a  coon 
and  wolf  trap,  that  they  had  often  asked  him  to  show 
them  before  when  there,  until  this  time  and  then  he  said 
now  boys  all  come,  that  little  one  too  (meaning  Milton 
then  about  i  i  years  old,)  he  said  he  was  then  very  old, 
and  he  said  100  years  old.  And  on  leaving  said  Mr. 
Levering  farewell  my  good  friend  I  will  come  and  see 
you  again,  when  Mrs.  Levering  said  to  him,  Mr.  Lyon 
as  you  are  so  old  and  getting  feeble  we  do  not  expect 
to  see  you  here  again  (he  claimed  to  be  then  over  one 
Inmdred  years  old)  but  he  said  he  would  come  again 
and  as  he  had  frequently  said  before  when  leaving  the 
house,  if  any  of  our  trilje  or  other  Indians  plan  or  pre- 
pare to  injure  or  kill  the  white  folks  in  this  valley  I  will 
come  and  let  you  know  in  time  to  find  a  place  of   saiety. 


:l:\lU     .,;w!    f; 


/')]'/,   :•',•,    .< 


M    :.■'    •  .f;i ■.».;.,:  iii    >i 


;■.,■,„_;-■.!  .,..-.  -.r.   .,,'"^-    '-^ '■':■■^'■ 

■Hi    iriif)  Js  :'       :    ■  r         1,    ;    ■  .  .^|.<ri     i, 
'i    •;.;(iijJlK[  -Ht   '1M  Iv/ 

■  irrKW    ij  j\  ':  ;: 

Mi;   'It!   brif.  "  fi 

■■'      .:l\     ."-.   Il     bla^     '.Ji.-       in,      I       ■■•    •     JM,     ■;    • 

;'■'  ,• ;.'  '■'     ,i;i";,;i;'M'-'    ■. '  i         ;    .;     ".     Jt;    ;•'     ; 

j'^,   '.'.'    .■'!■)    nj:U      ■•'.■:i.  i'fi/!    -prit  'fE:w 
/.'  ■■.'  :   '.!'.i  bar  ^v.-i  -:•'_■  !■'■!.     .-j-jH:  ■. 


mrfl 


m 


7(J  I.K\'KR!N(;    I'AMII.V    RICUNION. 

And  then  you  must  all  go  as  soon  as  1  tell  )-ou  and  let 
nobody  know  who  told  you  about  it. 

He  generally  came  alone  when  he  stayed  <)\'er 
night.  One  time  in  January  he  and  an  Indian  named 
Dowdy  came  from  Frederickstown  together  to  ne-ar  the 
house,  when  he  made  him  go  on  to  Mr.  Abraham  IMair's 
house,  (to  the  shoemaker  house  he  called  it).  Mr.  Lever- 
ing saw  him  coming  and  said  :  "  'I~om,  who  is  that  IiKlian 
staggering  along  over  there?"  He  said,  "Dowdy." 
"What  is  the  matter  with  him?"  "He  drank  too  much 
whiskey,  he  bad  Indian,  he  must  go  on.  No,  lie  not  stay 
here  with  you  to-night."  "  lUit  it  is  dark  and  he  will 
get  lost  and  freeze  to  death  to-night,  go  luring  him  here." 
"  No,  no,  he  too  drunk,  he  bad  Indian."  "  Then  how  do 
you  feel?"  "Oh,  me  not  drunk;  me  don't  drink  much, 
and  would  not  bring  him  to  the  house."  Before  bed- 
time the  weather  had  become  very  cold,  when  Mr. 
Levering  said:  "Dowdy  will  be  frozen  to  death  l)y 
morning,  then  what  will  you  do  with  him?"  "Take  him 
to  big  hollow  tree,  cut  hole,  put  him  in  it." 

Ne.xt  morning  they  learned  Dowdy  was  too  drunk 
to  find  Mr.  lilair's  house  and  began  calling  for  h(;lp, 
when  Mr.  John  Ogle,  a  neighbor,  heard  him  and  took 
him  to  his  house  nearly  frozen,  and  kept  him  over  night. 

It  was  said  Tom  would^  at  .some  places  he  stopped 
at,  show  a  string  of  99  white  person's  tongues  and  say 
he  intended  getting  one  more  before  lu-  died,  and  would 
often  scare  the  women  and  children,  if  there  were  no 
men  in  the  house,  as  the)'  did  not  know  but  he  would 
take  one  of  their  tongues  to  make  th(-  number.  Hut  he 
never  e.xhibited  them  at  Mr.  Levering's  house  or  said 
anything  about  them.  He  belonged  to  the  Delaware 
tribe.      Captain    Pijje,  his   chief   was   in   the   settlement 


;<  .ni\'. 


,rv     i;    ri.v    J 


f,.,   >  .  •♦>(,■ 


''.I  ;q  .■>l  'ins  .TJ.10-)  /l- 


J>n     .;t 


Mr -J   viirf 


THE    REUNION    PROCEEDINGS.  77 

and  at  Mr.  Levering's  house   soon  after  he   had   moved 
into  his  yoitnd  Log  Cabin. 

TIk.'  first  meeting  house  in  this  vicinity  was  built  in 
1S18,  where  the  Old  School  liajnist  house  stands  now, 
on  land  ilonated  by  Elder  John  Cook,  to  be  used  by  all 
denominations.  Folder  Cook  had,  in  1S14,  organized 
the  ISaptist  Church  at  Benjamin  llart's  house,  and  often 
preached  there.  This  meeting  house  was  built  of  round 
log.s — the  benches  having  no  backs,  e.xcept  two  for  the 
old  ladies, — and  it  was  common  to  see  persons  there  in 
the  summer  time  barefooted.  Mr.  Levering  could  work 
at  shoemaking  and  wore  low  cut  shoes  he  had  made  and 
often  no  stockings.  One  bright  Sabbath  morning  in 
July,  it  be-ing  very  warm,  several  persons  in  the  congre- 
gation became  drowsy  and  sleepy  during  the  preaching 
service,  when  Mr.  Levering  fell  on  the  floor  from  his 
bench  seat,  and  when  getting  up  looked  to  set:  if  Llder 
Cook  who  was  ]jreaching  saw  him,  but  as  was  liis  cus- 
tom when  preaching  to  look  up  over  his  congregation 
all  the  time,  was  looking  steadily  upwards.  Afterwards 
Mr.  Levering  asked  him  if  he  saw  him  fall  on  the  floor. 
He  said  no.  Then  said  Mr.  Levering:  I  fell  once 
under  your  preaching  and  you  did  hot  know  it. 

The  first  school  house  was  built  near  this  church 
building  in  1H20.  Lawrence  Van  Huskirk  was  the  first 
teacher,  and  boarded  among  the  diflerent  families. 
When  at  Mr.  Levering's  he  obtained  their  son  David's 
confidence  and  friend.ship  (then  about  'iwm  years  old)  by 
running  foot  races  with  him.      David  says  Mr.  Van  l^us-  \ 

kirk   ran   or  hopped   on  one   foot,  which    he   remembers  M 

and   tells  about  it  now  with  much   pleasure,  and   that  he  '\ 

then   went  to  school  with   him  ne.xt   morning  as  his  first  i 

day   at   school,   when   they   run    races   coming  home    in  J 

the   e\'ening  same   way.      In    1S22   both    Iniildings  were-  A 
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burned.  Tlic  next  school  lioust'  was  Iniill  on  (William) 
or  Mr.  Lcvcring's  land  near  where  is  now  John  Ogle's 
residence.  The  Ha[)tists  built  a  new  meeting;-  house 
for  themselves,  on  the  same  lot  anil  where  the  [jresent 
Baptist  meeting-  house  now  stands  near  the  cemetery, 
one  and  one-half  miles  west  up  the  creek  from  Levering 
Post  Office. 

In  this  new  school  house  William  Cook  (a  sou  of 
Elder  Cook)  taught  several  terms,  also  did  Lawrence 
Van  IJuskirk.  In  the  summer  of  uSjq  Miss  Polly 
Rigdon  taught  the  school  and  the  first  lady  teacher  in 
this  part  of  the  valle)'.  .She  afterwards  was  married  to 
Col.  Vance,  wlio  kept  a  Tavern  in  Mt.  Vernon,  Ohio, 
where  is  now  the  Ciu-tis  Mouse  tliere  on  the  scpiare. 
The  ne.\t  summer  Miss  Mary  P.  Mcldrum,  an  li-ish 
girl,  taught  anil  was  the  last  teacher,  the  district  being 
changed,  and  the  next  school  house  Ijuilt  on  lands  now 
owned  by  Barton  Lewis.  During  that  winter  of  i  S30 
and  1 83 1  Mr.  Levering's  oldest  son,  (living)  Morgan, 
taught  the  school.  That  was  liis  first  t(M-ni  and  he  gave 
general  satisfaction  to  parents  and  scholars.  Miss  Mcb 
drum  next  taught  in  Waterford  (Levering  P.  ().)  when- 
the  late  secretary  William  W' indom's  father  (  1  Icsechiah 
.  Windom)  was  living  and  attending  thi:  Daniel  Levering 
llouring  mill,  and  to  her  he  first  began  going  to  school 
there.  She  afterwards  was  married  to  George  L"ry,  a 
lawyer,  and  lived  in  Lexington,  (^hio,  where  she  died  in 
a  few  years,  lamented  by  all  who  knew  her  as  she  made 
warm  friends  o{  all  ho-  acciuaintances. 

The  first  public  road  layed  out  was  tlu'  [ohnsiown, 
and  derived  its  name  from  that  town  in  Licking  count)-, 
Ohio,  where  it  was  started  and  to  run  dii-cct  Lo  Mans- 
field in  Richland  county,  ()hio.  The  viewers  who  lo- 
cated it  were  General  Enis,  who  li\'ed  in  Tro\     Township, 


:l„;l-;    i..  ly  ,■  -KIM 


-'   r  j  ■'  .-       ■  '         I  •      ' 


il)     ,f;0«    ;l<»->M<".    ,■•   }^-<r- :.  .Ivi     .-.1/       If,-!'.      'T'f 


J"     .oitO    ,  '.;  -I 


:KUNIOX    I'ROCKI'-.DINCiS. 


Richland  county,  and  Mr.  iMshback,  living  in  Mm'on 
county,  Ohio.  The  surveyor  (or  enoineer)  was  [ona- 
than  Rhoads,  who,  in  order  to  make  the  road  on  a  direct 
line,  as  Mansfield  was  northeast  from  |ohnsto\vn,  was 
running  his  Compass  14  degrees  east  of  north  which  run 
it  angling  through  the  different  farms.  On  reaching  Mr. 
I.evering's  farm  the  line  struck  his  southwest  corner, 
where  he  and  Mr.  Ogle  after  two  or  three  da\s  contro- 
versy i)ersuaded  them  to  run  it  due  north  on  their  west 
lines  until  they  crossed  the  Delaware  and  Mansfield 
road,  where  tli(!  village  ol  Johnsville  is  now  located, 
that  ("lohnny  Appleseed")  Jonathan  Chapman  had 
blazed  through  several  years  before  and  liatl  now  be- 
come a  public  road,  saying  that  road  would  be  cm  a 
direct  line  from  there  to  Mansfield.  During  this  con- 
troversy the)'  stopped  at  Mr.  f.evering's  lnuise,  where 
tliey  were  most  hospitably  entertained  by  his  family  and 
in  this  manner  accom])lislH'd  their  object,  'i'he  road 
was  continued  from  lohnsvillc  tUic  north  to  ( )nlario 
about  1::  miles  irom  Mr.  ].e\-ei-ing's  farm,  wlure  an)- 
person  going  south  on  this  road  to  (/heslerx'ille,  (  )hio, 
will  readily  observe  its  diagonal  course  to  that  ])lac(,- 
from  this  point. 

In  1824  the  roatl  running  along  Owl  Creek  was 
surveyed  and  located  and  called  the  Mt.  Vernon  and 
Tiffin  Road.  Benjamin  .Sherrick  of  Washington  Town- 
ship, Crawford  county,  but  now  in  Morrow  county,  Ohio, 
is  the  only  one  of  the  viewers  I  cotild  learn  the  name  of, 
and  Chaney  Hickman  of  Mt.  Vernon,  where  the  road 
started  from,  was  the  surve_\'or.  They  followed  the 
windings  of  Owl  Creek  from  .Mt.  \'(;rnon  as  it  angled 
through  the  different  farms,  except  to  keep  on  th<- 
highest  lands  until  the)-  came  to  Mr.  Levering's  farm 
where   his  s.jn    Nelson  is   livin-  and    where  the  Old    bdm 
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tree  yet  stands,  when  they  changed  the  Tmc  from  fol- 
lowing the  creek  and  ran  it  more  of  a  nortliwestern!)' 
course  into  Marion  count)'  where  it  stopped  and  inter- 
sected with  other  pubhc  roads  leading  into  Tiffin,  wliich 
road  became  the  mail  route  for  the  Levering  P.  O.  in 
1837  but  never  was  carried  on  a  stage  line.  Mr.  Sher- 
rick  stopped  over  Sunday  with  Mr.  Levering  and  botli 
being  zealous  members  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and 
each  good  singers,  may  account  for  his  stopping  with 
liim.  We  learn  he  was  a  tall,  stout  built  man,  and  wore 
a  long  red  home-made  vvammus  coat,  same  kiml  of  a 
shirt,  a  black  wool  hat  and  was  barefooted. 

In  1825  VVm.  Levering  built  a  horse-power  grist- 
mill on  his  upper  farm,  near  the  old  elm  tree  on  this  new 
road,  to  be  used  in  dr)-  weather,  as  the)-  at  that  time 
were  not  accustomed  to  using  steam-power.  Chas. 
Post  and  Asher  'ra)'lor  built  it  for  5112.00  and  made 
the  burrs  of  nigger  head  stones  that  were  gotten  near 
Bellville,  O.  The  building  was  of  round  logs,  one  higli 
story  and  shed  for  the  horse-power  wheel,  and  could 
make  good  wheat  and  buckwheat  Hour  and  corn  meal. 
Two  horses  could  run  it,  but  four  made  it  grind  much 
faster,  and  three  bushel  an  hour  was  its  capacity. 

Persons  bringing  grain  to  the  mill  hitched  their 
teams  and  helped  do  their  own  grinding;  and  during  a 
dry  season  it  was  run  day  and  night.  Mr.  Levering 
and  his  son  Morris  were  the  millers.  At  this  time  there 
was  Daniel  Levering's  Mill  at  Waterford,  the  Williams 
Mill  at  Fredericktown,  the  Douglas  Mill,  one  and  a  half 
miles  this  side  of  Mt.  Vernon,  and  the  Norton  &  Davis 
Mills  in  that  town,  and  people  came  8  or  to  miles  to  the 
horse-mill,  and  Mr.  Levering  would  haul  flour  to  iMt. 
Vernon  and  Gambler  (where  they  were  building  Kenyon 
Colleo-e)  and  sell   it.      He  run  it  until   1S39.  when   more 
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grist-mills  were  built  on  the  creek,  and  sold  the  ma- 
chinery to  Milton  Brown  for  5^65.00,  (it  cost  about  )}i400 
to  build  it,)  who  nioved  it  to  the  plains  in  Marion  Co., 
and  run  it  for  several  years. 

In  182S  William  built  a  saw-mill  on  the  creek,  on 
the  same  farm.  VVm.  Shauck  did  the  mill-wriyht  work. 
It  had  the  old  "llutter  wheel"  and  did  not  saw  very 
last;  during  a  wet  time  it  was  run  day  and  night.  In 
1837  it  was  remodeled,  and  David  Shaler  and  Benjamin 
Busby  did  the  work,  putting  in  the  latest  improved 
undershot  water  wheel ;  it  was  run  by  his  sons  Morgan, 
Nelson  and  David;  then  Newton,  his  nejihew,  Ilenr)- 
i>evering's  son  (who  has  been  in  California  for  the  last 
39  years  and  came  from  there  a  kw  days  ago  to  attend 
the  Reunion),  he  living  now  in  .Siske\on  Co.,  Orofino 
P.  O.  ;  then  by  Henry  Hosier  and  Jacob  Snyder,  and 
last  by  Zephiniah  Mitchell,  when  it  was  worn  out  in 
1856.  The  timber  of  the  country  made  \-er)'  lar<Te  saw 
logs,  4,  5  and  6  feet  in  diameter,  were  of  poplar  and 
black  walnut,  and  often  were  sawed  into  building  and 
fencing  boards,  as  there  was  but  little  demand  for  this 
now  valuable  choice  lumber. 

In  1826,  he  having  when  living  in  Pennsylvania  at 
his  father's  house  and  quite  a  young  man,  about  19 
years  old,  joined  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  by 
his  request  Rev.  Crawford  of  the  Mt.  \'ernon  Circuit 
came  and  organized  a  class  in  the  School-house  on  his 
land  and  made  him  the  class  leader;  and  as  there  were 
few  members,  William  paid  the  quarterage  for  the  whole 
class  for  several  years.  Re\'.  liocamp  was  the  other 
preacher  on  the  Circuit,  but  an  older  man,  and  did  not 
often  preach  there;  Crawford  was  a  )'oung  man,  rode 
horseback,   wore   Shaim\-  Valle\-  ovei-alls   that   buttoned 
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tot^ether  on  each  sidu,  and  wlu-n  stopijiuL;  to  preach 
woukl  hanu  thc-in  on  the  fence  to  ih-\ .  as  the  roads  were 
so  \'er\-  muddy  at  that  time.  They  carried  the  old- 
fashioned  sadcU'ediaos  filled  with  Bibles  and  h\nin,l)ooks 
to  supply  tlu'  nKtmhers.  'I'lie  next  preachers  on  the 
Circuit  were  ISeacham  ami  Coo|)er,  then  Ha\-en  ;  lint  as 
the   principal    denominations   were    ISaptist   ami    Presb)'- 
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non came  occasional!)  ami  preached  for  ihem,  Ijul  in 
1834  Samuel  .Mien,  a  sin^^er,  (a  relati\-e  of  C.rn.  lahan 
Alien  of  New  1  lampshire'and  of  (^Id  horl  I"icondcr..-a 
notoriety)  then  living-  at  Mt.  (jilead,  ().,  and  lohn  '1". 
Killum,  a  sini^er,  came  and  joinetl  it  to  the  (Jilead  Cir- 
cuit, and  then  the  meetini_;s  were  liekl  in  Mr.  Leverini.;'s 
house  in  the  winter,  and  in  the  sununer  lime  in  his  larqe 
barn,  which  he  had  Ijuitt  in  1N30,  |ohn  Talma^e  doino- 
the  carpenter  work.  \Vm.  Le\erinL;  had  benches  or 
seats  made  for  sealint.;  the  conu-regalion  at  these  meet- 
ings that  he  ke|)t  in  a  shed  when  not  used  for  meetings. 
He  Imilt  his  house  in  182,:;  and  '24  of  brick  — the  luick 
were  made  in  the  old  crude  oi-  primitive  \va\  [))■  Samuel 
Oldfield  and  John  Walsh:  they  mixed  the  cla\  by  hav- 
insT  oxen  tramp  on  it  in  a  I'ini^-hole  du^  in  tlu-  yround, 
as  they  had  no  mill  to  L^rind  and  mix  it  as  now  in  our 
day;  the\'  also  made  the-  lime  by  making-  a  lar^;!-  lo<.^- 
heap  and  mi.xino  the  stone  throui^h  it  and  bm-ned  it, 
and  burned  the  brick  b\  making;  a  kiln  when  selling 
them,  with  arches  lor  i.iutting  in  llu'  lire-wood,  and  from 
one-fourth  to  one-third  woukl  not  be  ])ui-ncxl  h.ard  enoLigh 
to  use  ami  wei-e  lost.  John  Swaihier  and  Peter  Zulllman 
layed  up  the  walls  and'  John  \'an  I'.uskirk  done  ih,-  car- 
[jenter  or  wooil-work,  fitting  and  di-essing  the  lumber 
with    saw    ami    jilane    with     his    own    liaiuls,    having    no 
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machint-ry  t(j  tlo  it  I))-  like  ;U  iIil-  |ircscin  liiiir,  so  that 
over  a  year's  time  was  taken  from  the  beginning  to 
finishing"  the  house,  which  was  well  done  anil  Is  now 
occiiiiied  l)y  his  son  Milton  Levering  and  his  Tamil). 
Being  thus  comfortably  prepared  for  accommodating  the 
brethrcMi  and  ccjngregation,  tht-  ^b.■tll(Klisl  ministers,  or 
|)reachers,  came  regularly  to  his  house  and  held  meet- 
ings, and  after  .Samuel  .\llen  came  |ames  Wilson  (an 
Irishman)  antl  .Mr.  rx-nnett,  but  the  membership  of  the 
class  did  not  increase  \'er\-  fast  until  after  these  pr<'achers 
came,  .Silas  b'.nsign  anil  Zephanire  I'.ell.  .Mr.  blnsign 
was  ver\-  fond  of  debating  on  church  doctrines  with  the 
ministers  of  the  Cambpellites  or  Disciple  C'lmrch  and 
Universalists,  or  any  other  cluu-ch  holding  doctrines 
differing  from  the  Methodist  E|)iscopal  Church,  and 
during  the  time  he  was  on  this  Circuit  he  had  a  \-ery 
interesting  discussion  with  one  ol  the  Mormon  Church 
preachers,  near  Hellville,  ().,  where  the\'  were  holding 
their  church  meetings  and  creating  smne  interest  among 
the  people  li\'ing  there  in  their  church  doctrines  and 
some  had  become  its  members,  but  after  this  discussinn 
it  was  generalK'  admitted  b\-  the  large  congregation 
present  that  the  .Mormon  preacher  utleil)  failed  to 
satisfactoril)'  answer  Rev.  luisign's  arguments  made 
against  their  church  doctrines  and  the>  soon  ceased 
holding  any  more  meetings  there.  At  that  tim(;  tin; 
church's  general  headquarters  was  at  Kirkland,  near 
the  city  of  Cleveland,  O.,  where  the)'  took  some  of 
these  new  members  living  near  lU'lKille,  and  that  went 
from  there  on  farther  west  with  them. 

Zephanire  Hell  was  gotcrally  known  whei-cver  he 
went  to  as  a  very  loud  and  enthusiastic  singi  r  and  a 
revivalist,  and  it  living  now  would  be  an  e\'angelist  like 
Moody  or  .San';'-y,  for  it  was  a  \ery  common  occurrence 
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for  him  where  he  was  stopping  over  night,  in  the  cven- 
in_o-  to  walk  the  floor  in  the  house  or  on  the  porch  and 
sing  until  he  became  so  happy  he  would  begin  shouting 
and  cause  all  the  Methodists  or  other  religious  persons 
present  to  feel  happ\'.  If  at  a  Quarterly  or  Camp  Meet- 
ing he  would  often  liegin  the  meeting  b)'  rising  in  the 
pulpit  and  sing  sonn-  new  Methodist  h)'mn  thai  would 
draw  the  whole  congregation  near  to  him  while  singing- 
it,  and  during  the  time  thi'v  were  on  the  Circuit  the 
membership  increased    very   much. 

About  this  time  Samuel  Galliher  had  moved  on  his 
farm  adjoining  Mr.  I.evering's  on  the  south  from  I.ow- 
don  county,  Va.,  and  was  as  zealous  a  Methodist  as  Mr. 
Levering.  He  had  him  appointed  the  Class  Leader 
and  as  he  proved  to  be  so  efficient  was  kept  in  that 
position  until  his  death  in  1859.  They  too  became 
very  confiding  and  the  warmest  of  friends  during  their 
life-time.  They  would  often  go  far  away  to  Quarterly 
Meetings  and  to  the  Church  Conference.  W'hen  the 
Conference  was  held  in  Mansfield  and  Bishop  Hedding 
presided  they  attended,  and  among  the  many  interest- 
ing incidents  of  this  Conference  was  getting  up  one 
morning  at  five  o'clock  to  hear  a  sermon  preached  that 
I  remember  his  telling  of  as  the  sweetest  sermon  he 
ever  heard,  as  the  points  were  as  short  ami  rich  as  pie 
crust. 

During  the  time  of  this  Church  or  Class  Organiza- 
tion in  T826  at  Mr.  Levering's  solicitation  until  the 
building  of  the  Methodist  Meetiiig  House  here  in 
Waterford  (Levering  P.  O.)  in  1844  (to  wliich  he  and 
Mr.  Galliher  were  liberal  contributors  and  the  main  pil- 
lars until  their  death),  Mr.  Levering's  house  was  gener- 
ally known  in  the  neighborhood  and  on  the  Circuit  as  a 
Methodist    Tavern    and    all    Methodists    cordiall\-    wel- 
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coined,  aiul  the  Methodisl  [jreachcrs  ami  ihe  Cirmiil 
Rider  a  welcome  visitor  at  all  tinu;s,  so  that  they  made 
it  one  of  their  headquarters  to  meet  each  other  on 
church  ailairs  and  it  was  a  Ireqiient  occtu'rence  lor  two, 
three,  ami  tour  to  meet  thert:  at  one  time  and  stay  over 
night,  and  g'enerally  all  good  singers  they  would  learn 
each  other  any  new  hymns  tin-)-  knew  and  often  sang  in 
this  way  until  bed-time,  and  pleasantl)'  entertained  the 
family  anil  themselves.  John  II.  Powers,  a  native  of 
KeiUucky,  was  the  lirst  Presitling  i-dder  on  this  (iilead 
Circuit  after  this  Class  became  attacht^d  to  it  in  1834 
and  would  meet  the  preachers  on  the  neardjy  Circuits 
at  Mr.  Levering's  liouse  by  appointment  to  attend  to 
church  matters.  .Some  of  these  preachers  rode  poor 
looking  horses.  On  one  of  .Samuel  P.  .Shaw's  trips 
(afterwards  founder  of  the  .Shaw  University  in  i'ennes- 
see)  he  rode  a  very  poor  horse,  and  in  tin-  morning 
when  Mr.  Levering's  boys  were  bringiiig  it 
stable  ami  laughing  at  its  condition,  Mr.  .Shaw 
it  saitl :  "  Brother  Levering,  can  )'ou  tell  me  wf 
111)'  horse  look  so  poor  in  llesh  i*  "  lie  said: 
Brother  Shaw,  he  is  too  much  Priest  -  riddei 
remark  caused  all  the  part)'  to  laugh  ver) 
After  this  time  when  a  [preacher  came  riding  a  poor 
looking  horse  the  boys  would  sa)',  here  is  another 
Priest-ridden  lH)rse,  and  as  they  had  the  care  of  them 
woulil  ride  the  nice  looking  horses  to  the  creek  to  water 
them,  ami  if  no  one  was  looking  would  ride  back  to  the 
stable  the  ver)'  longest  wa\'  tfi  get  their  \)i\v  in  this  wa)' 
for  taking  care  of  them.  Now  as  this  is  some  of  the 
Pioneer  histor)-  of  this  Church  in  this  valhn'  that  m\' 
grandfather,  William  Levering,  had  so  much  to  do  with, 
1  have  thought  to  give  it  would  be  interesting  with  his 
other  Pioneer  labors  in  this  valle)'.     1  lis  wife  -Am]  several 
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(.r  his  family  wn-r  nirmlnTs  of  this  Class  ami  his  son 
Milton  l.everint;  and  his  family  arc  to-day.  In  iSjoIu; 
visitcti  his  mother  on  the  old  farm  in  l'cnns\  U'ania  ami 
was  oonc  from  home  aliout  four  wcrks,  ;>;'oin^-  ihrrr  on 
horseback;  then  aL;ain  allrr  her  death  on  |anuary  4th, 
iSjj,  ihis  time  to  sell  the  Old  I  iomesHMd  of  300  acres, 
which  hf.:  did  to  )acol)  Smith  foi-  .^;oo.oo,  who,  strange 
to  saw  willed  it  t(^  his  son  1  lem-y  in  1X37,  anti  he  to  his 
son  (ieo.  F.  Smith  in  i.S;^,  who  is  now  lix-in^  in  the 
same  house  huilt  hy  William  Leverin^'s  father  llenry 
in  1790,  who  I  met  in  Octolier  1SS5  when  visiting  the- 
old  larm  and  kindly  showed  me-  throiiL;h  the  old  house 
that  looked  in  e-ood  comfortable  condition  to  li\-e  in,  and 
took  me  to  the  craves  of  m)  .L;reat-^'randfather  and 
nu)ther,  Menr\'  anil  Nancy  Le\'eriny-,  buried  sidi-  In  sitle 
in  a  one-lourth  acrt:  lot  on  the  old  farm  that  I  !eni-\-  had 
set  apart  and  reserved  for  burial  inir|>oses  and  counti-d 
twenty  i^n-aves,  but  no  heatl-stones  with  an  inscription 
on  to  tell  the  names  of  the  persons  b\n-ietl  there. 

In  1S24  he  returned  liack  to  PeiuisyUania  to  make 
a  final  settlement  with  Mr.  Smith  for  the  old  fariu  and 
the  other  business  connectetl  with  settliiiL;-  the  estate, 
t(oiny-  again  on  horseback  as  that  was  \ct  the  general 
way  people  ti-avelled,  was  gone  about  four  weeks  and 
the  last  time  he  saw  the  old  homestead  in  Pennsylvaiua, 
all  his  intfu-ests  being  now  centered  with  his  famil)'  in 
their  (  )hio  home,  that  had  liecome  much  more  improved 
than  when  he  moved  his  famil)-  there,  and  the  farm  was 
raising  th(-m  an  abundance  to  li\(-  on  ami  all  felt  satis- 
lied  to  live  in  their  new  hom(-. 

li-|  1S2S  he  became  an  (-(|ual  partner  with  his 
neph(-w,  |ohn  Levering  (his  liroth<-r  Daniel's  son),  antl 
started  the  hrst  gem-ral  dr\-  goods  store,  then  close  to 
the  Levering  llouring  mill,  and  first  store  in    this  part  of 
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the  valley,  ami  where  the  LeveriiiL;  I'ost  Office  was 
established  in  iS;,;,  Init  (inly  continueci  a  partiKM'  for 
two  years  then  selling  his  interest  to  his  partne 
John  continued  the  Inisiness  for  hinisell  until  his 
"failed   him  in   1 865. 

Having   tried   to  give   you    William    Levering's   an- 
cestr\',    and,    in   rather    an    irregular   order,  the   principal 
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part, 
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his  actixe  business  life  in  connection  with  some 
oneer  incidents  in  this  Owl  Creek  valle)'  that  he 
was  comu-cted  with  until  1840,  when  he  had  reached  his 
sixtieth  anniversary,  ami  then  feeling  satisfied  that  his 
prosperit)  had  created  a  sufficient  competenc\  to  com- 
f(n-ta])l\-  kee|)  himself  and  his  highly  respected  life  com- 
panion and  the  joy  of  his  declining  life,  the  remainder  of 
their  natural  lifetime,  and  to  assist  their  children  in  be- 
ginning active  business  for  themselves,  he  began  retir- 
ing from  active  business  and  let  his  children  tlo  the  hard 
labor,  he  acting  as  counselor  for  them,  and  as  he  had 
lieen  active  in  all  the  leading  departments,  towit  :  relig- 
ious, educational,  agricultural,  mechanical  and  commer- 
cial, and  \-ery  succcsslul,  it  matle  his  counsel  to  them 
very  desirable,  aiul  now  in  conclusion  1  will  give  his 
social  habits  in  his  retirement  to  his  death  and  a  brief 
account  of  his  lamily. 

lie  became  a  great  Bible  student  and  general 
reader  of  the  current  events  of  the  day,  enjoyed  the 
societx  of  his  neighbors  and  friends  who  called  to  see 
him  and  that  of  his  children  and  grandchildren,  and  it 
was  m_\-  good  fortune  to  spend  much  of  my  time  h'om 
8  to  14  N'ears  old  in  his  company  and  that  of  grand- 
mother and  .aunts,  Nancy  and  I'olley,  and  uncle  Milton 
wlien  they  were  all  at  the  old  home,  which  was  so  pleas- 
ant to  me  that  it  was  difficult  to  get  me  to  return  to  my 
father's  and  mother's  house  again. 
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Many  a  day  have  we  speiU  hshiiiiJ-  with  the  hook, 
and  line  along  Owl  Creek  from  his  lane  to  Mr.  Raniho's 
mill-dam,  and  we  generally  caught  a  sLifficient  number 
of  fish  for  one  meal  at  one  time,  or  ln-fori:  returning 
home,  and  during  tliis  time  s]ient  in  his  compan\'  have 
heard  him  tell  much  of  his  pioneer  history,  the  same 
that  I  have  been  repeating  to-day.  I  will  not  ch.'tain 
you  much  longer,  only  to  tell  of  his  fu-m  adherence  U) 
principles  of  honesty  and  justice.  Mis  rLilr  for  loaning 
his  money  was  at  si.\  |)er  cent,  interrsl,  and  the  bor- 
rower to  pa)-  tlu:  ta.xes.  lie  ver_\  seldom  asked  the 
borrower  to  give  personal  secur:t\-,  lor  if  he  thought  the 
borrower  dishonest  or  unable  to  pa)'  the  mone)'  and  in- 
terest wlu.Mi  due  he  would  not  loan  his  mone)'  to  him. 
He  was  not  in  favor  of  lawsuits  anel  onl)'  had  lour  or 
five  in  his  lile,  and  these  before  a  Justice  Court  to  col- 
lect some  claims  in  dispute  and  in  those  it  was  proven 
that  he  was  in  the  right.  He  never  attended  his  county 
courts  except  as  a  juror  or  witness.  He  was  teiuperate 
in  all  his  habits  ami  when  seventy  {70)  years  old  decided 
he  could  get  along  as  well  without  using  tobacco  and 
never  iiiore  used  it. 

In  political  matters  he  voted  and  acted  with  the 
democratic  party,  was  a  great  admirer  of 'I'homas  jefier- 
son,  James  Madison,  anil  especiall)-  James  Monroe  and 
his  ideas  of  internal  improvements,  and  aii  advocate  of 
the  national  turnpikes  and  the  Ohio  canals,  also  admiret! 
General  Jackson  and  his  policy  and  veto  of  the  National 
Bank  Charter  lull,  and  of  Van  Buren  and  James  K. 
Polk.  lUit  during  President  I'icrce's  administration  and 
upon  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  Comproniise,  he  not  be- 
ing in  favor  of  the'  further  e.xteiision  of  slavery,  but  rather 
of  its  destruction,  in  1856  voted  the  ri.-publican  ticket, 
and   tluring    the   remainder  of  his  life  voted   that   i)art)' 
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ticket,  which  may  be  accouiUed  for  on  account  ol  orand- 
mother  being  raised  a  Quaker  and  always  adhered  tt) 
their  religious  belief  that  slavery  was  wrong  and  often 
said  it  would  bring  some  terrible  calamity  on  our  country. 
Before  she  died  (in  June  1855,  aged  75  years)  she  said 
she  believed  the  day  was  not  far  distant  when  the  slaves 
would  be  made  free  men,  and  in  less  than  ten  years 
after  her  death  they  were  made  free,  and  the  war  of  the 
Union  was  a  very  great  and  sad  calamity  on  our  country, 
just  as  she  had  predicted  would  happen  in   both  cases. 

1  ler  death  was  a  very  sad  affliction  to  him,  as  they 
had  lived  so  agreeably  together  (since  their  marriage  on 
November  2nd,  1802,  nearly  fifty-three  years.)  Me 
would  often  say  men  should  take  counsel  of  their  wives, 
for  here  is  Ruth  who  has  much  better  judgment  in  many 
things  than  I  have.  And  right  here  I  desire  to  say  that 
her  pioneer  life  and  her  family  history  are  subjects  suf- 
ficient for  a  lengthy  and  interesting  address  that  all  her 
neighbors  would  enjoy  to  hear,  and  if  another  Reunion 
of  our  family  is  held  next  year  I  suggest  that  the  princi- 
pal part  of  the  exercises  be  devoted  to  giving  the  pioneer 
life  and  times  of  our  grandmothers,  and  the  wives  of  the 
three  pioneers  whose  history  we  give  you  this  afternoon, 
and  of  their  children  who  have  departed  for  that  better 
land. 

I  lis  children  supposed  they  could  be  coiiipan\'  for 
him  and  keep  him  from  becoming  lonely,  and  used  their 
best  efforts  in  that  way,  Init  they  lieing  much  younger 
in  years  than  he,  yet  it  did  not  prove  they  could  l)ecome 
like  him,  as  they  were  then  living  in  the  present  state  of 
business  affairs  and  he  in  the  past,  and  after  four  years' 
time  of  living  together  (in  March  1859)  he  was  married 
to  Mrs.  Lucinda  Dawson,  a  widow  for  a  nimiber  of  years 
of  Turner  Dawson,  who   was    born   in    Lowdon   county. 
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Virginia,  anil  a  most  excellent  woman,  and  had  lived 
in  VVaterford  many  years  after  her  husband's  death  and 
raised  her  children  and  was  well  known  lo  him  for  se\'- 
eral  years  before  and  proved  tt)  be  an  agrecalile  com- 
panion as  they  livetl  happily  together  nntil  his  death, 
September  4th,  1S64,  in  the  eighty-hlth  year  of  his  age, 
having  enjoyed  very  good  hc-alth  and  memor\-  until  his 
last  sickness,  which  was  only  of  few  tla)'s'  duration. 
When  informed  by  his  family  ph\sician  that  he  could 
not  help  him,  h(;  said:  "  \^-ry  well,  i  an\  rcaily  and  will- 
ing to  leave  this  world  for  a  happier  one."  .and  ihcn  he 
died  in  peace  and  was  burietl  besiile  the  [lartn'-r  ol  his 
youth  and  his  son  Allen  in  ^'omler  cemetr-r\-. 

Mrs.  (Dawson)  Levering,  the  comptuiion  of  his  last 
days  on  earth,  survived  him  about  seven  )ears,  ami  is 
buried  in  .Salem  Church  cemetery  near  Luzc'rn  P.  O., 
Kno.x  county,  Ohio,  beside  the  husband  of  her  early 
lifetime. 

Mr.  Levering  made  a  will,  dated  .May  ^Kth,  1S64, 
and  appointed  his  son  David  executor.  Me  divitled  his 
property  equally  among  his  children,  making  his  last 
wife  equal  with  them,  which  gave  general  satisfaction 
and  peace  and  harmony  and  due  respect  for  each  other 
has  always  existed  between  them.  Mis  will  is  on  record 
in  the  Probate  Court  of  Morrow  coLuity  at  Mt.  Cileatl, 
Ohio,  proven  September  19th,  1864,  witnessed  by  Wel- 
come Hercudeen  and  John  Blair,  his  near  neighbors. 

This  is  a  partial  history  of  W'illiam  Levering's  an- 
cestry and  life  work  in  this  world,  and  as  one  of  the 
Pioneers  in  this  valley,  with  some  of  the  incidents  ot  th(.' 
inconveniences  and  hardships  they  were  compelled  to 
endure  in  clearing  away  tlie  heavy  forest  timber  to  pre- 
pare the  soil,  that  we,  now  their  children  and  grandchil- 
dren, can  enjoy  its  bounteous  production  and  with  much 
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U-ss  than  half  llir  labor  and  inconveniences  to  onrselvc;s. 
\r[  \vc  r<-a(lily  sec  the  hardships  iA'  their  pioneer  life, 
that  niacle  their  l.o<hcs  stron-  and  h.-althy,  that  they  all 
lived  Ion-  and  enjo><-d  their' old  a-e  without  any  phys- 
ical pain  or  snllerini:^  and  died  happ\-  and  peaceful 
deaths,  that  cannot  he  said  as  much  ol  the  present 
generation, 

Addrt.'ss   liy    |ohn    C.    Leverino,   subject:   ' 
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In  .i^ix'ini^'  you  the  history  of  my  grandfather  )-ou 
will  easily  realize  that  there  was  a  deal  of  difliculty  in 
gathering:  up  the  items  relating  tu  the  histor)'  of  a  man 
who  (Ip-d  so  long  ago.  Me  died  in  1S20.  llis  sons  are 
all  dead,  and  with  one  or  two  exceptions  I  am  the  oldest 
living  representativi;  ol  his  lamily.  lie  was  liorn  in  the 
State  of  Nt:w  Jersey  on  the  3d  of  February,  1764.  I  le 
moved  with  his  father  to  J-Jedford  Co.,  Pa.,  to  a  place 
called  Whips  Co\e,  where  he  learned  and  worked  at 
blacksmithing  with  his  lather.  At  the  age  of  24  y(-ars 
he  married  Mar)'  Karney.  She  was  of  Irish  descent, 
and  the  daughter  of  William  Karney.  It  was  saiel  l)y 
my  oklest  uncle  that  her  lather  was  a  full  lirother  of 
('.en.  Karney,  of  Irish  notoriet)-.  That  is  all  we  know 
of  her  histor\-.  Hy  this  union  ther(j  was  born  to  th(;m 
eight  children,  one  daughtc-r  and  seven  sons,  and  all  but 
one  lived  to  a  gocxl  old  age.  One  (William)  die«l  in 
Ik'dford  Co.,  Pa.,  at  the  age  of  live  )ears.  When  mai"- 
ried,  Danicrl  Levering  had  but  littl<_'  ol  this  wurkl's 
goods  —  a  horse  and  hi.s  clothes  —  but  1))  years  ot  con- 
stant toil  and  good  management  he  succeeded  in  secur- 
ing considerable  property,  and   for  those  times  was  con- 
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sidered  well  ofl.  luMnm'  desirous  of  procuring-  a  lioim- 
for  each  of  his  children,  he,  in  company  with  his  l)rother 
John,  started  on  horseback  across  the  Alleg'heny  moun- 
tains and  came  to  this  valley.  He  had  an  old-fashionetl 
riding  whip,  and  this  is  the  remains  of  it  (showing  whip). 
It  has  been  kept  in  the  lamily  ever  since.  It  was  the 
only  weapon  he  carried  and  was  the-  only  one  he  needed. 
His  first  purchase  of  land  was  this  quarter  section  from 
the  Government,  and  the  (.\(^t^i.\  was  signetl  b)'  James 
Madison,  who  was  then  President  of  the  Uniteil  .Stati-s, 
and  Edward  Tiffin  was  Commissioner  of  the  (leiieral 
Land  Office  at  Canton.  O.  The  consideration  is  not 
stated  in  the  deed,  as  it  was  obtained  upon  a  certificate 
from  the  General  I^and  Office.  His  seconti  |)Lirchase 
was  the  northeast  quarter  of  .Section  4,  Twp.  uS,  Range 
19.  This  land  was  purchased  of  Joseph  .Mitchell  and 
wife  Martha,  the  consideration  being  $640;  on  this  farm 
he  died,  and  the  land  is  now  owned  by  Edward  I.evt-ring 
and  his  brother.  His  ne.Kt  purchase  was  the  southeast 
and  northwest  quarters  of  .Section  3,  Twp.  iS,  Range 
19,  purchased  from' John  Mitchell  and  his  wili'  Mar)-, 
the  consitleration  being  $2,000;  that  is  this  cpiarter  sec- 
tion west  of  us.  He  then  owned  three  quarters  ol  this 
section  No.  3.  He  also  purchased  the  i-iorthwesl  cpiar- 
ter  section  4,  upon  which  he  located  his  daughter  (irace, 
then  married  to  William  Rambo.  Now  1  will  just  read 
a  ^hort  extract  fron-i  a  letter  written  by  his  son  and 
addressed  to  myself.  He  says:  "  Y(jur  circular  giving 
notice  of  the  reunion  of  the  Levering  fan-iilies  i-iow  living 
to  be  held  on  the  6th  da)'  of  .\ugust  iSgi  has  this  du)- 
come  to  hand.  Accept  my  thanks  for  your  kindness  in 
sending  me  the  notice.  It  will  be  a  very  suitable  da\  for 
such  an  occasion,  as  the  6th  tlay  of  August  [82  1  was  my 
first  apfjearance   ii-|  the  old  log  cabin  wdiich  was   built  in 
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1S14  b)  the  Levering  family — a  cabin  witli  only  one  room 
Ih'Iow  and  a  ladder  to  climb  upstairs.  The  ceiling  above 
head  upstairs  was  claf)boards  with  wait  poles  laid  on 
top  to  keep  the  wind  from  blowing  the  roof  off.  In  this 
cabin  my  good  father  and  mother  liveil  eighteen  years. 
In  this  cabin  your  mother  spun  our  wool  two  years,  that 
made  us  little  fellows  our  woolen  shirts  antl  oiu'  lull 
linse)-  for  pants."  After  purchasing  his  lands  he  re- 
turned to  his  family  in  Bedford  Co.,  Pa.,  and  in  the 
early  spring  of  1S13  he,  with  all  of  his  family,  started 
for  his  western  home  with  a  h)ur-horse  team  hitched  to 
one  of  those  old-fashioned  Pennsylvania  wagons,  in 
which  was  packed  such  household  goods  as  they  would 
most  need  in  their  new  western  home,  where  the)-  ar- 
rived on  the   10th  of  .\pril,   1813. 

The  wagon  woukl  hold  almost  as  much  as  a  ware- 
house. He  brought  two  chairs  and  such  other  house- 
hold goods  as  he  thought  they  would  neetl.  One  of 
the  chairs  now  occupied  by  the  President.  He  had  his 
money  all  in  silver,  and  when  his  iKMghbors  gathered  in 
to  see  liim  start  he  offered  a  neighbor  woman,  by  tlie 
name  of  Idleman,  a  box  of  money  if  she  would  carr)'  it 
home.  The  reason  he  did  not  settle  near  Mt.  X'erncMi 
was  that  the  land  was  military  land,  and  disputes  and 
tlifficulties  would  sometimes  arise  about  the  titles  to 
such  lantls.  Another  reason  was  that  having  been  used 
to  a  mountainous  country  he  thought  the  country  here- 
rather  Hat  and  wet  anti  without  good  springs.  So  he 
came  across  the  Greenville  treaty  line,  which  is  about 
one  mile  distant.  In  the  fall  of  1S13  he  and  his  neigh- 
bors built  a  block  house  on  his  larm  for  protection 
against  the  Indians,  who  were  troublesome  during  the 
war  with  England,  Daniel  Levering  was  a  man  of  re- 
markable  public   spirit   antl    energy.      He   set    about  at 
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once  to  inal<L'  such  iniprox cinciUs  ;is  tin-  lu-w  counir)' 
neeilecl.  I  lis  first  enterprise  was  the  buikhiiL;  of  a  saw- 
mill, the  first  one  in  this  townshi]),  and  in  1S15  he 
erectetl  the  lirst  j^rist-niill  in  this  re.i^ion  ol'  countr)-. 
lie  Iniilt  a  mill  with  two  run  oi  burrs;  the  hurrs  he 
wtjrked  out  of  a  lar^e  i^ranite  stone  or  nii^^cr-liead, 
about  one-half  mile  west  from  here.  The  balance  of 
tlu!  stone  as  he  lelt  it  is  still  to  lie  seen  there  to-da)'. 
Me  also  built  the  first  blacksmith's  shop,  and  he  was  an 
ingenious  mechanic,  doini;-  the  mill-wrii^ht  work  for  his 
mills  and  making  everything  necessar\-  to  be  wrought 
from  wood,  iron  or  stone.  I  re-niem'-er  my  father  liaving 
a  set  ol'  pewter  spt)ons ;  he  said  his  father  made  the 
moulds  they  were  run  in.  Alter  the  war  ol'  1S12-14 
the  Indians  were  peaceable  and  friendl\-.  Thev  used  u> 
come  to  his  place  in  gr(;at  ULunbers  and  remain  over 
night;  sometimes  filling  the  house,  Ijarn  and  blacksmith 
shop,  having  him  to  grind  their  tomahawks  and  butcher 
knives  and  do  other  kinds  of  work,  and  as  pavmeni  he 
would  receive  tln-ir  buckskins,  which  were  often  made 
into  trousers  ami  worn  by  the  pionrcrs. 

The  pioneers  were  ver\  dependent  upon  eacli  other. 
It  was  not  uncommon  lor  them  to  spend  two  or  thri'C' 
weeks  in  the  spring  or  earl_\  sununer  ever\'  daw  e.\c(-pt 
Sunday,  at  log  rollings  or  cabin  raisings,  and  assist  each 
other  in  every  way  ])ossible.  We,  to-da\ ,  do  not  realize 
how  much  we  owe  to  those  okl  sturd\-  pioni;ers  who 
felled  the  forests,  cleared  the  huul,  put  up  the  buiklings, 
founded  churches  aiul  schools,  thus  placing  u.s'  upon  a 
higher  plane  of  civilization.  .Some  of  the  older  men 
will  renu'mber  the  Owl  Creek  Hank.  My  grandfather 
had  some  mone)',  but  he  wouldn't  put  his  money  in  that 
bank,  he  put  it  in  his  saddle-bags.  The  early  |jionee-rs 
had  no  meeting  houses  or  places  of  jniblic  worship,  but 
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preaching  was  held  at  the  individual  houses  by  the  vari- 
i(His  denominations  there  represtnUed.  Daniel  Leverintj; 
and  his  wife  were  Presb_\'terians,  and  h-equent!\  had 
preaching  at  his  house  by  Janies  Ciinnino;ham  and  Janie-s 
Scott,  two  pioneer  preachers'of  that  denomination.  1  lis 
■  .dau_ohter  and  live  of  his  sons  were  nieniljers  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  when  the\'  tiled ;  one  son  was  a 
Methodist.  The  first  Presbyterian  (dinrch  in  this  s<'c- 
tion  was  erected  about  three  antl  a  half  miles  south  west 
frcjm  here,  known  as  the  Harmon)'  Chui-ch,  and  the 
jneans  aiul  material  for  the  building  was  lurnisiicd 
largely  by  this  famil\.  The  lumber  was  sawed  on  this 
•  farm  i)y  Hem-)-  beveriii;^.  In  1847  the  Presl))'tei-ian 
Church  in  this  village  was  I'reited,  and  the  majoi-it)'  of 
the  material  and  means  was  lurnished  b)'  the  same 
famil)-.  Daniel  i.everino  was  a  \'er)'  strict  ol)ser\'er  of 
the  sal)bath  day.  As  an  incideiU  :  one  Sunila\'  morniuL; 
hearing-  a  disturbance  with  his  ho,^s  that  sle])l  near  h) 
in  the  woods,  he  went  quietU  to  see  what  was  wron^  ; 
iiljon  a  nctU-  a|i|)r<iach  he-saw  a  lar^c  black  bear  lr\  ine 
to  procure  a  breakfast.  The  swine  were  all  thoroueliK' 
aroused,  and  when  bruin  would  make  an  attack  oi-|  one 
of  them  it  would  squeal,  and  all  the  rest  woulil  ctime  to 
its  rescue  and  bi'uin  would  have  to  retreat.  Alter 
watching  them  as  long  as  he  caretl  to,  instead  of  going 
for  his  gun  to  shool  the  bear  on  the  sabbath  day.  In- 
made  himself  known  and  the  bear  left  for  [he  deep 
forest,  Mr.  I,e\'ej'ing  lJ]ii-iking  he  would  gel  him  son-ie 
other  da). 

His  eldest  son,  Henr)-  Levering,  was  the  first  while- 
man    marrietl    in    this    township.      I  le    taught    school    in 

1S14,    and    also    langJil    the    first    singing    scIk)oI    hei-e. 

The  famil)'  wvvv   all   gooil   singers  antl   gootl    musicians, 
Nalhan,  Charle-,  ajid    Noali,  Noah  was  a  leader   in  sing- 
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ing  and  John  was  an  excellent  bass  singer.     John  and  j 

Noah  were  instrumental  in  having  a  postal  route  estab-  | 

lished  from  Zanesville  to  Tiffin,  and  became  surety  to  ' 

the  Department  that  the  route  would  be  a  paying  one. 

The  post-office  was  established  in  1836  and  was  called 

"  Leverings,"    in    honor  of   John   and    Noah    Levering.  Jj" 

Noah  Levering  sold  the  land  and  laid  out  the  village  of  >if 

Waterford.      All  of  tlie  name  of  Levering  in  the  United  ^^ 

States  are  related  to  each  other,   and-  it   is  doubtful   if  W- 

there   is  another  family  that  can   say  the   same.     There  I 

are    some   characteristics   that   belong    to  the   Levering 

family.      One  of  them   is  to  adhere  rigidly  to  what  tliey 

believe  to   be  right.     They   would   do  almost  anything 

for  a  friend,  but  have  no  use  for  a  ])erson   in  whom  they 

have  no  confidence. 

I  remember  when  a  boy  hearing  Benjamin  Corwin 
(a  cousin  of  Tom  Corwin  of  political  notoriety)  telling 
my  father  how  Daniel  Levering  helped  him  out  of  the 
slough  of  despondency.  Mr.  Corwin  said  he  was  sit- 
ting on  a  log  in  his  clearing,  out  of  supplies,  entirely 
out  of  money  and  completely  discouraged,  and  how  to 
provide  for  his  dependent  family  was  more  tlian  he 
knew.  Then  Daniel  Levering,  who  was  out  hunting- 
deer  on  horseback,  rode  up  to  him,  and  seeing  some- 
thing was  wrong  inquired  what  the  troublt;  was.  Mr. 
Corwin  after  relating  his  enibarrassed  condition,  wislied 
he  was  back  where  he  came  fron-i.  Mr.  Levering  told 
him  that  would  never  do,  and  asked  him  how  much  it 
would  take  to  put  him  on  his  feet,  lie  said  he  thought 
if  he  had  ten  dollars  he  could  pull  through.  Mr.  Lev- 
ering going  down  into  the  till  of  his  pantaloons  pro- 
duced the  desired  amount,  telling  hini  it  he  ever  got 
able  to  return  it  all  right,  and  if  not,  go  ahead  and  be  a 
man.      Mr.  Corwin  said  thus  encouraged  he  went  ahead, 
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and   he  owed  his  present  surroundings  and  comfortable 
home  to  that  hospitable  act  of  Daniel  Levering. 

After  seven  years  of  very  active  life  in  his  new 
home,  he  was  afflicted  with  a  cancer  in  his  breast,  from 
which  he  died.  He  was  buried  under  a  sweet  apple 
tree  in  the  corner  of  his  orchard,  which  was  of  his  own 
planting,  in  the  place  of  his  own  selection.  The  farm, 
at  his  death,  came  into  the  possession  of  his  son  Noah, 
who  sold  some  land  adjoining  to  the  trustees  of  the 
Methodist  Church.  He  reserved  a  portion  of  the  land 
for  a  burial  ground  for  the  family  connections  in  this 
plat,  where  his  brother  William  and  wife  were  buried. 
The  remains  of  his  wife  also  rest  by  his  side,  and  five 
of  his  children,  with  their  numerous  connections,  are 
interred  in  the  same  plat  of  ground.  Daniel  Levering 
died  December  31,  1820,  at  the  age  of  fifty-six  years,' 
in  the  prime  oi  lile,  leaving  his  f<jotprints  on  the  sands 
of  time. 

2\oaMita  of  ^Scttorf. 

The  President: — Tlie  i'ollowing  letter  from  Hon. 
C.  Dc-lano  will  now  be  read  : 

I.AKK    HdMK,    Mr.    \-|,KX..N,    Oiiin,    April    29th.     1S9,. 
Chnrh-^    /.'.    J.vvcrii,:': 

Referring  with  llianks  to  vonr  invitation  ti>  he  present  at  a  Re- 
imion  of  the  Le\  ering  Family  on  tlie  6th  of  August,  I1S91,  I  beg  to 
assure  you  that  I  sliall  accept  the  same  and  Ije  present,  if  circuni- 
slnTires  that  are  now   miknown   to  me,  do  not  |ire\eiil. 

I    have   lieen   acquainted   with   some  of  the   finiilx-  siiK  e    1S19,   1 
think,  wlien  John  Eevering  attended  .1  small   ('.ri-,i-mill  on  Owl  (Ireek, 
aliout  two  miles  west   of  Hatemantown.       the   high   character  and   in- 
linen,  e  of  liie  family  justify  a  careful  presenl.ition  of  Us  hisiory. 
With    Resped    1    ,un     fruly 
•  7  C.    Dh'.l.ANO. 
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A   short  sketch  of  John    Leveriiiy-,  one  of  the   Pio- 
neers of  Owl   Creek   valley,  by  I'ernaiulo   \\'.  Leverino. 


3obii   '^Scrovincs. 

John  L.evering-  was  born  |aniiary  ist,  1 76S,  in  tiie 
State  of  New  jcM-se)-.  He  removed  to  fSedford  county, 
Pennsylvania,  with  his  lather  when  he  was  17  y<'ars  old, 
and  learned  the  blacksmith  tratle  with  his  father. 

Me  was  a  lar^c  man,  fully  six  fet-t  in  height,  robust 
and  muscular,  lie  married  Margaret  Karney  in  Bed- 
ford county,  Penns)lvania,  where  ihey  had  a  famil\-  of 
eight  children.      Two  died  young. 

In  the  sprmg  of  1S12  he,  in  compaii)'  with  his 
brother  Daniel,  came  to  this  valley,  crossing-  the  Alle- 
gheny mountains  on  horseback,  and  after  pin-chasingr  a 
quarter  section  of  land  in  this  Owl  Creek  valley  near 
the  old  ,h)i  trt-c,  he  rcturiietl  to  his  home  in  Penns)-|- 
vania. 

In  tin;  spring  ol  1  cS  1 8  he  moved  with  most  ol  his 
Jamily  to  his  new  western  home,  accompanied  b\  Chris- 
topher .Sipe,  who  had  married  his  (.laughter  Mary,  who 
also  located  in  this  valley  and  reared  a  large  family. 

Mr.  Levering  I'eared  a  cabin  on  his  lantl  and  a  log 
blacksmith  shop,  and  worketl  at  his  trade  when  he  had 
work  of  that  kind  to  do.  .At  other  times  he  worked  at 
■clearing  up  his  farm.  He  was  identified  with  the  im- 
provement oi  the  country,  sharing  the  ])rivations  of 
pioneer  life,  and  was  ctnisidered  one  ol  tin-  solid  men  of 
the   countr)'. 

lie  lived  on  this  farm  until  the  death  of  his  wife 
which  (X-curretl  November  J2ihI,  i8_:;2.  He  then  l)r(_>ke 
up  house  keeping  and  made  his  home  with  his  daughter, 
Margaret  b'oster,  about   three  miles  northwest  of   |ohns- 
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ville,  in  P>k)omlu'ki  township,  now  Morrnw  county,  (Jhio, 
where  he  died  January  17th,  1835.  I  Us  remains  were 
laid  to  rest  in  this  valley  in  the  cemetery  at  the  Baptist 
church,  conveyed  there  b\-  \Vm.  Williams  in  one  of 
those  okl  fashioned  I'enns)  Ivania  wagons,  with  four 
honses  attached,  the  driver  riding-  the  saddle  horse  and 
driving-  with  a  single  line.  His  descendants  have  all 
left  this  valley,  the  most  of  them  going  West.  The 
.SijK'   laniily  are   the   oiily  ones   i-eniaining   in    ()hio. 

Original  I'oen-i  Ijy  Mrs.  Amanda  I..  Crocker, 
daughter  of  Willian-i  Levering  of  .SantI  Lake,  Mich. 
Dedicated   to  the   Levering   Reuiiion. 


®iu-  5toi*u. 


riuTc  iU\-   noiiL-.    1    svceii, 

uhuh    V 

S„   luncllv   ns   those  our  ,. 

7/ 

ma>    tell 

\n<l,    tin,'   succt.-sl   s,,,,.^.. 

di\ 

still    un 

•\iid  clciircst   iiotts  reniaii 

11 

inmi;. 

VihI  grnmk-st  stories  arc 

)L't 

imtolil. 

It  may  l)c,  in  waking  nv 
I  may  tonch  a  chord  to 
Sornewhere,   someliow,   a 


■  come 
-home. 


■['here,  a  story ;  our  own  in  rh\ 
It.s  scarlet  chapter  Irom  over  tin 
Its  golden  pages  this  side  the  d 
Run"   on   the   kev-note,    •■Home, 


r-Jri    rf.a^ 


I      .■  '«:■■     'J    (     51    ,11 


l(j()  l.iaKklNc;    KAMII.V    RKUNION. 

When  vici'rics  are  won,   ami  laurels  presi 
( )n  til'   victor's  brow  and  jewelled  breast 
The  world,   at  once,   measures  his  fame, 
And   anviouslv   seeks  th'   ancestor's   name. 

And,    If  forefathers  ever  come  to   the   fore, 
It   IS   when   a   descendant  makes  a  score, 
Or   when,    perchance,   some  awful    wroni; 
(  iu|)s  out   where   better  oui^hl   to   belotii;. 

Then   the   world    wags   its   head:      lis   understood. 

His  father's   were  so;    'twas   m   the  blood. 

.-\nd  the   world   is  right   we   presume;    very   well'. 

Now  give   us  the  story   our   blood   tells.  '      . 

Hark!    the   opening   chapter   from   over   the   sea     . 
Triumphantly  comes  to  you  atid  to  me  ; 
Our  life-current,    pulsing  swectl)'   to-day. 
Has  much  that   is  noble  and  true  to  sa\'. 

.Columbia  has  heard  the  plan   of  i^raise 
Sung  for  the  heroes  in  darker  days, 
When  those  to  whom  liy  blood   we  belong 
Had  the   psalms  of  David  for  baidc  songs. 

The   Ri'dit   and    Reform   they,    tireless,   strove. 
Upheld  by   Him   whose  name  is   Love. 
At  Canas,   before   their  enemy's  tent, 
Down  on   their  knees,   these   Huguenots   went. 

The  enemy  shouted,    "They  surrender;    Aha!" 
The  leader  knew   better.      A   moment    in   awe  .  .  J 

He  stood;    then  said,    ■'you'll   fight  hard  to-day;  1; 

Behold  these   Huguenots,   kneeling  to   pray!"  . 

Those   were  the  days   when  the  lihes  ot    h  ranee 
Where  crimsoned  by  blood  and  torn   b\'   the  lance; 
Where  the  brave  Coligny  fought  long  and  well, 
Until  on  the  mnd  mob's  sword  he  fell. 
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Therf   It   WHS  that   llic  sixty-fighth    psalm 
Went   ii|i  to  the  ear  of  the   Creat    1    Am; 
•■l.ct   Ootl   arise;"      Saereil,    grand   old   son^: 
■Hie   liatlle-rrv   ot^  the    1 1  tigiienol   thr.mi;. 

\'ea.    -lur   lilo.ul,    tl.rnl.Wini;   tlir./   .lerades  of   years. 
Siarcclv   ever   aweary,    iiiidaiiiited    hy   fears, 
lells   of  a    vigorous,    proud   old   name 
W  reathed   in   the   glory   of  martyr.lom's   llame. 

And    we.    to-day.    l.reathe    Cohimhian   air, 

Rest   with    freedom    l.e,  ause   o'er    the   tide 

Of  the   imghtv   old   ,Hea>i,    the    Levering   pride. 

And   honor,    and   love   of   l.iherty   eame; 
Kslahhshing   here   the   grand   i>ld    name. 
Ave!    the   verv   ground   on    whirl,    yon   st.nid 
Was  sealed   hy   the   ton.h   of  a    l,e\e,-ing's   hand. 

This   side   the    water    they.    loo.    were    the    same. 
Defenders  of  right;     winning  the   name 
Of  C'.odTearing.    home-loving   people;    and   so 
Rocked    Liberty's  er.idle   m   tli'    long   ago. 

To-da\,  with  reverence,  we  name  the  men 
Who  honored  the  name  of  Levering  then; 
Jonathan,    ja<;ol)  and   John,    noble   ones. 


An.l   when   our   prou,l   Hag,    in   siMv-one, 
Was   menaced,    insulted,    and   war    begun,^ 

And   gne   his  all    to   protect    I'm  le   Sam, 

Was  a    Levering,    too;    Andrew    his   name,  1 

And   from   St,    I'anb    iMmnesota,    he   came. 
V,.s,    blood   tells:    from    this   we   <  an   see 
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Wht-n   Owl   rrt-t'ls    valk-v    was  <k-ns>.-ly   wild. 
And   echoed   the   shdul   of  the   red   mans  (  liild. 
When    the   hlo<k-h<iuse,    stnmi;   fur   lefu-e,    stood, 
Came   a   trio,    ,.    I.exerinj;    l.n.iherhooil. 

'I'o  roll    bads    the    lorest    vv  ith    sttndy    hand, 

■[■o  till   and   to   toil    lor   the   wealth   ol^  the   land. 

To  bear   llie   har(.lshi|)s  of    pioneer   life  — 

■I'o  bmld   a    home   lor  .  hild   and    wife. 

.\nd    now,    broad   atres  of  well  tilled   land 
l.ie,    worth\    the   brush   of   an   an-els   h.ind; 
■I'hiis   \(ui    will    find    Irom   se.i    to  .^ea 
Our   name   m   the   lists  of   industry. 

Then,    burn   to   be  joll)',    we're   serond   to   none 
For  a  good  gala   time,    under   the  sun; 
We're   lovers  of  art,   of  sont;,    and   of  love. 
And   love  one  another.      Can    you   ask    more';' 

And,    no  matter   wliich   side  of  the   water  his  birth, 
A   Levering's  a   Levering  all  over  the  earUi ; 
And   notliing  so  sure  in   this   world   of  woes 
As   this:    what   a    l,e\eriiig  knows,   iw  knows. 

]jut,    worthy   and   staunch    the  grand   old    name 
We  hear!      Do  nothing   to   tarnish   its   lame. 
Or  wound  or  blemish   the   lamil\    tree 
So  nobly  clierished   for  yon   and   me. 

Shklhy,   Mit:H.,   July    14th,    1891. 

Declamation  by  Nettie  Leverino-.  Subjc-ct:  "The 
Old  Home,  with  Father  and  Mother,"  by  Mrs.  Mattie 
F.    Bell, 


,V\    .'VOM  .     '411     y 
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lo:-^ 


Cl]c  ©l^  V)Omc,  untl]  father  a^^  ^llotbcr. 


There's  one  hallowed    phice   in   our  ..hildhocul 

Wliere   we  ever  feel   free   from   ill  — 
Where  the  sweet,    holy   hush   of  the   twilight 

Seems  a   whisper  c^f  "Peace,    be   still,"  — 
While  a   fond   mother's   kind,   gentle   lea.  hin-s, 

I'all   lovingly   then   .m   our  ears, 
And  a   father's  de.ir  smile  of  affe.  tion 

is  a    halm    for  all   sorrows   and    tears. 
()n(.e   severed   from    this,    there    is   ne\er   another 
That   seems  like   the  old   home    with    father   anti   niothe 

Sometimes   we  grow   tired   of  the   old    ways. 

Am]  like  robins  that   Hit   from   the   nest, 
'I'he  work!  seems  so  smiling  and  sminy. 

We  think  its  broad  highway  the  best,  — 
So  we  leave  a  good-bye  with  the  homestead. 

And  lly  out  were  gaiety  sings, 
lUit   we  find  there's  a   world  full  of  danger 

For  poor  little,   unfledged  wings. 
Hut  one  path  seems  brighter  to  us  than  another  — 
'I'he  path   that  leads  homeward   to   father  and  mother. 


'I'he  years  as  they  come  up  to  meet   us, 

May  furrow  our  brows  with  their  care, 
P.ut  they  cannot  blot  out  from  our  meinory 

The  touch  of  a  mother's  kiss  there  : 
And   tho'   time  may  reach   out  his  old   fingers, 

And   weave  in  our  hair  silver  thread, 
Yet  he  never  can   mar  our   first  blessing  — 

A  father's  dear  hand  on  our  head. 
These  sweet  thoughts  still  linger  above  every  other, 
When   we  think   of  the  old   home   with   father  and   mother 


!:::cnt'i    / 
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Sona.:     (Lho  0I^  house  at  IS 


ome. 


Oh,    the  old   house   at   h<jmc.    whcrt-   my    toiflathcrs  (lw( 
Where  a   child  at   the   feet  of  m)    mother    I    knelt, 
A\'here   she   taught   me   the   prayer,  where   she  read   me   t 
Which   if  infancv   lis|,s   is  the  solace  of  age: 
My   heart  'mul   all   (  hanges   uhere\  er    I    roam. 
Ne'er   loses   its   lo\  e   for   the   old   house   at   home. 


The   old   h 

)use 

11    h 

ime, 

the 

My    heart 

K-ver 

cIk 

nges 

tor 

Ih 

■i'was   not   for   Us   splendor   thai   lUveilmg   was   de.u". 
"Pwas   not   that    the   ga)-   and   the   noble    were   near, 
O'er   the   iiorch   the    wild    rose   .uid    the    woodlmie   entv 
Anil   the   sweet-s<enled   jessamine    uavetl   in    the    wind- 
Piut   dearer   to   me   than    |)rt)ud   tin-ret   or   dome 
Were,  the   halls  of  m\    fathers   the   old    house   al    home. 


ined, 


The   home   of  a   stranger  henceforth    it   must    he, 

Antl  ne'er  shall   1   view  it  or  rove  us  guest 

O'er  the  evergreen   fields  which  my  father  possessed. 

Vet  still  in   my  sltimliers  sweet  visions   will   come 

Of  the  davs  that    1    passed   al   the  old   house  at   home. 


2^ca5ina  of  *£ctteuf. 


Letter    from    Cien.    (Jeorge    W.    Morgan    to    Hon. 
John   C.    Levering. 


S..vt;i.i    .Si-K,    .M,.\Kii:.    Muii.,   July    3ist,    1.S91. 

1  ha\'e  just  reached  here  from  Duluth,  and  fmd  )i;ur  kind  note 
of  the  18th  instant.  It  was  with  pleasure  that  I  looketl  forward  to 
being  ]jresem  at  the    l.c\cring    Reunicjn  on  the  6th   pro.ximo,  and  am 
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lly  disap 


at  not  l.cint;  ahk-  l"  l>f  present  on  that  strand  an.l 
joyous  occasion.  i  have  known  yi>u  for  forty  years,  and  have  L.een 
well  acquainted  with  several  l.ranches  of  the  Leveruig  taniily,  and 
they  were  all  worthy  and  patriotic  peojile,  who  enjoyed,  and  deserved 
to  enjoy,  the  confidence  and  respect  of  their  fellow  citi/ens.  lint  1 
have  known  yon  belter  than  any  of  them,  the  long  years  ol  unbroken 
friendship  have  only  added  to  my  respect  and  cordial  regard  for  yon. 
^\■hen  the  sixth  of  August  comes  around,  my  thoughts  and  well 
wishes  will  lie  with  tlie  Leverings,  and  wishing  them  health,  happiness 
and  prosi)erity,  I  remain  your  friend, 

(IKORC.K  W.    M()R(;.\N. 


Letter   from    the    late  Secretary   Windoni    to   Hon. 


John  C.   Leverini^ 


Wash  I 


ml. 


//,'//.  /'////  C.   I.m-n,i'^,   l.r.rnii;:„   U. 

Mv  DkaR  Sik:  — Yours  received  in  which  you  extend  to  me  an 
invitation  ti>  be  present  at  the  Levering  Kaniily  Reunion  August  6lh, 
whi<h  will  indeed  afford  me  great  pleasure,  since,  although  not  born 
at  Waterford,  vet  I  spend  many  years  of  my  l.oyh.x.d  m  and  near 
lildhood  on  my  father's  farm  in  the  Huaker  seitle- 


ing 


ment  one  and  a  half  miles  east  of  Waterford,  after  whicl 
ith  my  friend,  Mr.   Hurk,  at 


lorked 


ing 


firs 


1  reading  law. 
It  has  always  been  a  delight  to  me,  m  passing  to  and  fro  from  my 
home  in  Minnesota,  when  in  the  vicinity  to  take  a  drive  through_  the 
beautiful  vallev  of  Owl  Oreek  and  revisit  the  home -scenes  ot  my 
childhood  and  to  meet  your  kather,  Uncle  John  l.evenng  and  other 
friends. 

It  will  indeed  delight  me  very  nuich  to  be  with  you  at  that  tune 
and  to  meet  some  of  my  old  friends  although  many.  I  suppose,  are 
dead     vet    1    should    like  to  meet   their   children,    theretore    y.ui    may 


^ijiect  me 


ot  deterre( 


)fticial  business 


Yours  most 


Kiuy, 

W.M,    WINDOM. 


Letter  from  A.    Banning-  Norton,    Dallas,  Tex.,  lo 
Hon.  John  C.   Levering. 


|u„    i.    •.,.,    J.,.,.|/ 
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POKTIANM.    Ok.,    .Vll^USt     I.     r.Sl)!. 

John  C.   /.,T,-ri,i,^,   AV,/.,   Lcrcri,,:^  P.   O.,  Knox  Co..  O. 

My  Dkak  Sir:  —  1  was  greatly  in  hopes  that  I  might  lie  able  to 
l.ie  [ireseiit  at  the  Reunion  of  the  Levering  I'nrnil)'  on  the  hanks  of 
Owl  Creek  on  the  6th  August,  1891,  and  there  meet  witli  the  I.e\ei 
ings  and  the  descendants  of  the  old  pioneers  ol'  Kno\,  anil  talk  with 
them  of  the  days  and  men  of  the  olden  lime.  Imi  I  (inil  my  stay  mi 
the  Paeific  coast  so  prolonged  as  to  render  it  impossilile.  Rest  .tssiiied 
that  it  would  have  given  me  great  pleasure  to  have  attemlcd.  and  m\ 
best  wishes  are  with  you  all  for  a  i")leasaiu  meeting,  and  lor  your  siu - 
<tess  and  prosjierity  individualh  and  i  nlle<  ti\ely.  I  bear  in  kind 
remembrance  the  I.everings  and  mlu-r  pioneers,  w  I10  1  It-ared  the  ua\ 
for  the  present  generation  on  ()\\l  (.'reek.       I'lie)   u  ere  "a   hard),  iVee- 

for  the  purpose,  and  tiilh'  I'llling  all  the  recpiirements  of  the  times  in 
which  they  Ined.  ^'(Ul  have  just  cause  t<>  be  proud  of  your  .imeslors. 
They  were  of  sterling  worth,  un.lonbted  (outage,  and  shotikl  be  held 
in  high  esteem  for  their  integritv  and  virtue.  .\1  some  future  reunion 
1    ho|K-   to   be   with   you. 

X'erv  sincereh'  vours, 

A.    HANNINli    NORTON. 


Letter  from  Mrs.  Flora  L.  Hammer  to  lion.  John 
C.   Levering. 

l'iiii..MU',i,i'iii..\,    1'a.,   Jul)'    iSlh.    1S91, 
John    C.    Lever ini^: 

Dear  Sir:  —  1  regret  lhat-1  cannot  participate  in  the  exerci.ses 
intended  to  increase  our  interest  in  the  deeds  and  days  of  our  fore- 
fathers, for  such  reunions  produce  a  kind  and  hap]))-  feeling  among 
kindred,  foster  the  interchange  of  reminiscences,  and  recall  to  our 
minds  the  historical  e\'ents  that  led  to  the  immigration  10  the  United 
States  of  our  Huguenot  ancestors. 

Hut  to  attest,  in  a  small  way,  my  interest,  1  serwl  you  the  photo- 
graph of  John  Levering,  a  descendant  of  Weigart  Leveritig,  and  also 
the  picture  of  my  home  where  any  of  the  Levering  family  would  be 
warmly  welcomed  when  on  m\  Eastern  pilgrimage. 

I  wish  the  Association  could  obtain  that  old  certificate  of  the 
marriage   of  Catharina,   daughter   of  Weigart    Levering   and    Heinri<  h 
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iM-fv.  I'his  maiTK.t;c  Uiok  ylw.-  m  ( ,L-n,K.m.Mvn,  r 
wns'oiK'  uf  the  L-ai-liesl  ihat  tn„k  place  in  I'ennM  Ivania.  An  arenunt 
„f  h„w  ll  ranie  alu.ut  was  given  u,  ihe  l'hila.lel|.hla  /'Mr  /^y^v/uf 
luly  25lh,  1S90,  iVoni  records  furnished  by  Ahrani  Cassel  (il  Harleys- 
vihe,   V:\.      He  owns  the  certificate  which  1  have  seen. 

1  notice  that  the  name  of  John  seems  to  he  a  favcinle  and  \ener- 
ale.l  one  in  the  familv.  My  grandfalher  and  father  were  named  J.ihn 
and  there  are  inmnnerahle  other  Johns  within  the  l.evernig  l!ook. 

1  resemhle  my  Ohio  rehiti\es  in  that  1  have  an  honest  pride  in 
tlie  name  of  ■' 1  .exering. "  I  could  not  name  my  dani;hter  Le\ennj;, 
^(]  I  (  ailed  her  "  l.e\erine,"  and  1  ha\'e  one  son  nameil  J.  l.everin;^'. 
My  father  wished  to  name  a  street  in  Mt.  Airy  I.everini,',  but  recallin,n 
that  there  was  one  thus  named  and  the  hrw  permitted  no  more  he 
called  it  ■■  l.e\erine"  after  my  little  daughter. 

1  am  sorry  that  i  cannot  give  you  some  useful  information,  per- 
haps 1  mav  he  able  to  do  so  in  the  future.  1  often  dunk  when  tread- 
ing i.everington  C'emeterv,  with  rmrcnt  foohUps.  Iww  miuh  unwritten 
history  lies  btiried  there;  vet,  in  the  words  that  Abraham  Lincoln 
loved   so   well   to  ipiote  — 


We  are  the  same  our  lai 
We  see  the  same  sights 
^\■e  drink  the  same  sire; 
And   run    the   s;ime   cour> 


,ur   fathers   ha 


Hoping   the  .lav  m;iy  be  enjoye.l    with  all    the  heartiness   that   .an 
l)e   indulged    in   by   ;i    prosperous   |,eople,  and    with   cordial   greetings, 
thongh  far  away  from  my  father's  and  my  own  lamily, 
1   am   yours  sincerely, 

KI.OKA    I..    ll.\MiMKR. 
,,519   N.    22nd   Str.,    Philadelphia,    I'a. 

P,  S.— 1   w.iuld   like  the   privilege  of  purchasing   any  souvenirs  ..I 
;ipiR-ars. 
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^[)■.    President.    Ladies  and  (reiii/eii/eii  : 

I    have   not  got    the  vanity   to  suppose   that    1   can  j 

cause  the  one-fourth  part  of  this  audience  to  hear  what  j 

I  may  have  to  say  on  tlie  present  occasion.  My  re- 
marks will  be  brief;  the)  are  of  a  historic  nature,  com- 
mencing- with  tlie  second  war  for  Independence  —  the 
war  of  '1S12.      My  father  and   two  of  his   brotliers  vol-  V' 

unteered,  and  were  behind  tlie  I:)reast-works  during  the; 
bombardment  of  Fort  McHenr)'  and  the  city  of  Mahi- 
more.  When  I  was  a  small  boy  he  often  took  me  on 
his  knee  and  described  it  as  he  saw  it  on  the  memorable 
night  that  gave  Francis  Keys  the  opportunit)'  to  im- 
mortalize his  name  in  the  description  he  gave,  called 
the   "Star  Spangled   Banner." 

"'I'he  rocket's  red  glare, 

.-Vnd  homb.s  bursting  in  iiir, 
(lave  |iroof  tlirougli   the   night, 

■I'hat   (iiir   Hag   was  still   there." 

Peace  was  declared  in  1814,  and  in  1S15  my  father 
came  west  into  the  great  sea  of  a  forest,  and  into  the 
savage  wilds  of  the  valley  of  the  Mohican,  where  all 
kinds  of  wild  animals  were  to  be  found,  bear,  wolves, 
deer,  and  the  uncivilized  Indian.  Me  settled  on  the 
southeast  quarter  of  section  hve  in  Perry  township, 
Richland  county,  Ohio.  In  the  fall  of  the  same  year 
he  entered  the  northeast  quarter  of  sc'Ction  2S  and 
settled  on  Lost  Run,  a  tributary  to  Owl  Creek,  in  1S16. 
He  then  became  a  neighbor  to  the  Leverings,  having 
settled  two  and  a  hall  miles  north  of  Daniel  Levering, 
who    had    previously    settled    there.      .Shortly    afterward 
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ibey  became  acquainted  with  each  other,  and  were 
united  in  one  common  brotherhood  for  defense  against 
an  invading  foe,  and  also  to  assist  each  other  in  all 
things  that  were  right  and  just.  Their  chikhen  still 
own  the  lands  they  entered  and  lived  upon;  and  as  one 
and  another  have  departed  this  life  they  took  their  flight 
to  the  great  beyond,  "where  the  wicked  cease  from 
troubling,  and  the  weary  are  at  rest."  Though  long 
years  have  rolled  away,  a  friendly  feeling  continues  to 
exist  between  the  Levering's  and  the  Singrey's  which 
is  manifested  by  my  presence  here  to-day.  I-ong  niay 
it  so  continue. 

My  father,  being  a  millwright,  worked  for  Daniel 
Levering  who  built  a  grist-mill  and  saw-mill  at  what  is 
now  called  VVaterford.  lie  also  worked  for  William 
Levering,  in  the  year  1825.  Me  built  a  horse-mill, 
which  was  abandoned  in  1839.  lie  then  built  a  saw- 
mill, which  was  run  with  water  power.  In  18:53  my 
father  built  a  saw-mill  north  of  this  about  half  a  mile, 
on  the  same  stream  of  water.  They  sawed  the  peoples 
timber,  and  lived  in  peace  with  each  other.  No  mis- 
understanding or  jar  ever  occurred  between  them  on 
account  of  what  each  one  was  doing,  and  each  one  had 
a  competency  which  made  life  worth  the  living.  I  will 
here  say  that  Daniel  Levering  died  so  early  in  my  day 
that  1  have  no  distinct  remembrance  of  him.  He  is  the 
grandfather  of  Hon.  John  C.  Levering,  Mrs.  Wirick, 
Mrs.  Graham,  and  others.  1  well  remember  grand- 
mother Mary  Levering,  his  wife.  She  was  often  at  my 
father's  house,  and  I  still  retain  her  in  my  memory. 
She  is  also  the  grandmother  of  those  I  hav(-  already 
named.  William  Levering  and  wife  I  remember  well. 
They  were  the  father  and  mother  of  Morris.  Nelson, 
Moro-an,    Da\-i',!,    and     Milton    Levering  ;     he     was    the 
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<4Tand(athfr  ol  Hon.  Allen  l.cvt-rinL^-,  l^ron  and  Ruhcrl, 
also  of    I^".    \V.    l.c-vt-rini;'  and   otln-rs. 

Our  fatluTs  Wi-w  honoraljle,  great  and  ^^ond  men, 
and  onr  niotliers.  orcat,  i^rantl  and  o-()(id  mothers. 
Many  I'l  them  left  luxurious  homes,  ami  came  with 
their  husbands  to  the  dense  forests  from  the  eastern 
states,  and  here  endured  the  privations,  fatigue,  toil 
and  danger  necessarily  attentling  a  pioneer's  life.  Cod 
bless  the  memory  of  our  fathers  and  mothers! 

I  am  glad  that  1  was  kindly  n-membered  b\-  my 
friends,  and  requested  to  be  here  to  tr\-  in  my  weak- 
ness to  help  build  up  a  lasting  monujiient  to  their 
worthy  and  honoretl  memory.  May  their  names  be 
written  in  a  book  that  they  may  be  remembered  by 
generations  yet  to  come.  Over  the  tomb  of  earth  born 
heroes,  it  has  been  said  by  a  recent  writer:  "Death 
leaves  us  nothing  Init  their  greatness."  Not  so  with 
the  departed  pioneer  fathers  and  mothers,  whose  mem- 
ory we  have  met  to  record.  i''or  as  we're  here  assem- 
bled in  the  Owl  Creek  vallew  we  are  looking  across 
the  trackless  sea  of  time  that  separates  us  from  thost- 
we  love.  We  behold  an  o])en  port;  our  thoughts  swee[) 
o'er  the  sunlit  plains;  we  see  their  forms  as  the\-  were 
when  they  departed,  antl  hear  the  voices  of  loved  ones. 
The  fires  of  memory  burn  within  us,  and  we  find  our- 
selves saying,  they  are  here,  they  are  lu-re  with  us,  in 
our  memory  still. 

Clio  c£[ofiiia  ^Exercises. 

William  H.  Levering:  —  Now  we  have  c(jme  to  the 
time  when  we  shall  go  hence.  We  have  had  a  happy 
day,  happy  people,  and  a  happy  occasion  throughout. 
We    have    been    favored    by    the    elements.       Cod    has 
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looked  on  us  with  favor.  God  has  said,  teach  these 
things  to  your  sons.  \\'h_\-  ilidn't  1 1(-  say  to  the  daugh- 
ters? God  knew  the  girls  would  be  all  riglit  if  tlu- 
young  men  behaved  themselves.  \'et,  ii  you  please, 
He  didn't  give  woman  a  second  place.  Woman  was 
made  in  the  likeness  of  (ioil,  and  shares  with  1  iiin  the 
great  distinction  ol  mviltiplying,  replenishing  ami  domi- 
nating the  earth.  .So  [jleasc  we  will  go  hence.  1  say, 
the  real  man  is  the  woman  Ik-  cari'ies  in  his  heart.  Let 
us  go  hand  in  hand.  God  has  said,  every  i)lace  whereon 
your  feet  tread  shall  be  jewels.  Let  us  \)v  faithhil.  Let 
us  know  that  all  of  our  interests,  whether  they  be  polit- 
ical, or  domestic,  or  religious,  all  ol  them  are  inter- 
dependent. Let  us  be  faithful  and  in  all  things  look  to 
God.  Now  we  will  ]:)raise  God  from  whonv  all  lilessings 
flow. 


2\cinini5ccncc5. 


The  following  was  written  by  Xathan  Levering  and 
distributed  to  his  children  and  near  friends  in  his  old 
age. 

C[  23ricf  cTiiahjsis  or  paraphrase  of  the  €or^'5  prauer. 

Many  t■ll^l^lKlll^    n..   .loiihl    um-    thi.s    prayrr  in   a    li-ht   an. I    lri\aal 

words  they  rclK-arsc.  When  wc  say  nuv  hatlu-r  whirl,  ail  in  hv.nvn. 
we  ackiiowledge  oursfU  t-s  His  children,  and  wa.-  an-  His  by  .  realiim 
and  by  preservation,  and  if  we  are  His  li\'  regeneration,  «e  will  hal 
low  and  glorify  His  great  name,  and  sincerely  desire  His  kingdom 
might  eome,  and    His  uill   l,e  done  on  earth  as   ii   is  ,lone   in    heaven. 
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thereby  pledging  ourselves  to  he  reconciled  thereto  let  His  jirovidences 
be  adverse  or  prosperous.  And  as  we  are  needy  creatures  depending 
upon  Him  for  all  things  that  we  need,  both  for  time  and  eternity, 
therefore  we  are  re<]uested  to  ask  Him  to  give  us  this  day  or  day  by 
day  ovir  daily  bread,  to  sustain  our  mortal  ijodies,  and  forgive  us  our 
debts  or  trespasses  or  sins,  as  we  forgive  others  their  trespasses  or  sins 
against  us,  this  imi)lies  that  we  have  no  hatred  or  ill  will  against  any 
of  our  fellow  creatures,  but  if  we  harbor  malice  or  hatred  in  our  hearts 
against  any,  then  in  using  this  petition  we  pray  for  the  curse  of  Ood 
to  rest  upon  our  own  heads.  liut  if  we  are  free  from  all  malice  and 
hatred,  we  may  with  jjropriety  ask  Him  to  lead  us  not  into  temptation 
but  deli\er  us  from  e\  il,  or  support  anil  deliver  us  when  we  are 
tempted,  or  with  the  U-mi)tation  make  way  for  our  escajie,  and  that 
we  may  |uit  our  trust  and  conlldence  in  Him  who  is  King  of  kings 
and  Lord  of  lords,  who  has  infinite  power  throughout  His  vast  im- 
mensity, and  will  have  the  glory  of  the  salvation  of  every  saint  from 
the  beginning  of  the  world  to  the  end  of  it.  And  we  may  trulv  say, 
not    luito   us,  not    unto    us,  but  unto  'I'hv  name   be  ihe   glorv.      Verily, 


War  Anc'cdotL's  published  b_\'  the  Iowa  Hi.slorical 
Record. 

IVav  ancc^otoi.  of  \S\2. 

It  was  in  1811  or  iiSi2  when  Kngland  held  the  right  of  search 
upon  the  high  seas,  that  Henry  Levering  of  Knox  Co.,  ().,  <  hauced 
to  be  a  passenger  on  board  of  an  American  merchant  vessel  on  Lake 
Erie,  on  which  vessel  were  two  deserters  from  the  ISritish  army  making 
their  way  to  the  United  States  to  seek  protection  under  the  stars  and 
stripes,  and  become  citizens  in  the  land  of  the  free  and  home  of  the 
brave.  They  were  cheerful,  with  hearts  buoyant  with  the  hope  of 
soon  reaching  their  haven  of  safety,  when  all  of  a  sudden  their  star  of 
hope  was  obscured  by  a  cloud  of  despair,  and  they  were  soon  brought 
to  realize  the  frailty  of  human  hojies  as  they  espied  in  the  distance  a 
British  man-of-war  making  for  them.  At  the  rapid  rate  she  was  travel 
ing  she  would  soon  overhaul  the  .American,  and  instead  of  their  land- 
ing in  the  land  of  the  free  their  lifeless  bodies  would  dangle  at  the 
yard-arms  of  his  majesty's  man-of-war.  And  as  the  vessel  neared 
them  their  chances  for  escape  seemed  less  hopeful.  ihe  deserters 
became  frantic  with  alarm;   they  urged  the  cajjtain  to   resist  seari  h  and 
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thcj'  woiilil  stand  Ii)  him  till  death.  'The  raiitain  assured  thciii  that 
would  he  folly,  as  he  would  endanger  the  lives  of  his  crew,  likcw  ise 
his  cargo  and  vessel,  and  that  he  was  not  prepared  to  resist  an  armed 
man-of-war,  Init  that  he  would  do  the  best  he  could  for  them.  'I'lie 
captain  at  once  took  them  down  into  the  caliin  wliere  llenr\'  l.cxering 
was  lying  sick  on  a  bed.  'I"he  deserters  were  tuld  to  lie  ilow  n  upon 
the  floor  side  by  side,  which  they  (|uirkly  did,  and  Mr.  I.everiii-  was 
hurriedly  laid  upon  them  completely  hitling  them  iVmn  \  iew.  This 
was  scarcely  accomplished  when  a  shot  was  firetl  from  ihe  Ihiiish  man- 
of-war  across  the  bow  ol'  the  American  \essel  commandiiii;  her  to  haul 
to  to  be  searched,  which  order  was  obe\ed.  The  irew  were  asseniblei.l 
on  deck,  and  as  the  man-of-war  neared  the  American  ship,  slic  tlircu 
out  her  grappling  irons  and  drew  the  shi|>  up  w  ithin  boarding  distance. 
The  British  officer  then  demanded  the  nmnber  of  passengers.  The 
American  captain  then  informed  him  that  they  were  all  on  deck  except 
a  sick  man  in  the  cabin,  "^rhe  British  officer  then  stepjied  aboard  and 
after  scrutinizing  the  passengers  and  crew  on  deck  proceeded  to  the 
cabin.  Passing  down  the  steps  about  half-way  he  halted  and  took 
survey  of  the  aparlmeul  when  lie  iuipiired  of  the  sick  man  the  natiuc 
of  his  illness,  where  he  was  from,  etc.,  doubtless  to  as(  ertain  his  dia- 
lect and  more  fully  satisfy  himself,  all  of  which  was  a|iparentl\  satis- 
factory. He  retiu-ned  to  the  deck,  where  another  hasty  inspection  of 
all  aboard  took  place,  \vhich  doubly  assured  the  sear,  her  th.il  there 
were  no  deserters  aboard.  He  returned  to  his  own  \'essel.  spread  .sail 
and  to  the  great  relief  of  all  on  board  the  .American  \essel,  cspe(  iall\- 
the  two  I'cd-riddcn  Hrittains,  who  had  been  vibrating,  as  it  were,  be- 
tween life  and  death,  and  whose  star  of  hope  now  began  to  emerge 
from  the  cloud  of  des])air  that  had  so  nearly  obscured  it.  They  i Duld 
not  be  persuaded  to  leave  their  concealment  until  full)-  assured  that 
their  pui'sners  were  at  a  safe  distance,  when  they  shook  of  their  bed- 
rider  and  came  forth  like  new  born  souls.  With  dieir  cup  of  joy  full 
and  like  him  who  had  found  his  hjst  sheep,  they  called  in  their  neigh- 
bors to  rejoice  with  them.  They  were  doubtless  more  profuse  in  their 
demonstrations  of  joy  than  he  who  foimd  the  sheep,  regaiiling  their 
lives  of  more  value  than  many  sheep,  and  as  they  cast  their  eyes  over 
the  rolling  billows  of  the  trackless  waters  in  search  of  their  pursuers, 
they  fully  realized  the  fact  that  distance  lends  enchantment  to  the 
view.  Without,  further  molestation  they  were  soon  after  landed  upon 
American  soib  with  grateful  expressions  of  gratitude  for  their  safe  tle- 
liverajice.    .,.:.,;  ..:.... ,..,,...         


114  LEVERING    FAMILY    REUNION. 

Many  years  after  the  invalid,  who  was  the  means  of  their  con- 
ceahiient,  chanced  to  meet  one  of  them  in  central  Ohio;  the  meeting 
was  a  mutual  surprise.  The  English  deserter  still  showed  as  warm 
and  grateful  a  heart  as  the  day  when  he  was  rescued  from  what  he 
regarded  certain  death. 

The  following  historical  remiiii.scencc  is  takciv  from 
the  Annals  of  Iowa  of  January  1S73. 

Dcatli  of  liiciitcnant  (.Tn^rclu  *\'rcriHOi. 

In  Detemher  1863,  soon  after  (icn.  Sully  had  estahlishcd  his 
headquarters  at  Sioux  City  for  ihe  winter,  Lieut.  A.  Levering,  liis 
aid-de-camp  died.  In  the  death  of  this  officer  (Jen.  Sully  sustained 
a  great  loss.  He  repeatedly  said  that  it  was  the  severest  blow  that 
had  ever  befallen  him  during  his  military  career.  He  regarded  the 
lieutenant  as  one  of  the  most  accurate  and  thorough  business  men 
that  it  ever  had  been  his  |)leasure  to  meet.  'I'he  funeral  serxices  took 
|ilace  at  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Rev.  Ste|>hen  i'heli>s  oflicial- 
ing,  who  i)aid  a  merited  tribute  to  the  many  virtues  of  llic  gallant 
ilead.  and  eliuiuently  eulogized  his  character  as  a  bra\e  and  gallant 
soldier.      He  was  Iniried  at  the  corner  of  I'earl  and  Sixth  Streets. 

The  following  obituary  written  by  ('apt.  King,  a  brother  staff 
officer,  appeared  in  the  Sioux  City  journals: 

DiKii. —  In  this  city,  on  the  15th  instant,  of  congestion  of  the 
hmgs,  Andrew  Levering,  of  Company  C,  i''irst  Miniiesoia  \oliinleers, 
and  aid  de-cnnj)  to  I'.rigadier  Ceneral  Sull\-,  <  nuiuiaiuluig  ciisiri(  t  of 
Iowa,  aged  thirty-four  years.  Lieutenant  l,e\eiiiig  was  the  lirst  man 
that  enlisted  in  the  defense  of  the  Union  under  the  first  <all  of  the 
I'residenl  for  volunteers.  He  enlisted  on  the  lOth  day  of  April,  1S61. 
as  a  jirivate  in  the  First  Minnesota  Volunteers.  He  \\as  jiresent  and 
took  an  active  part  in  the  batUe  of  lUiU  Run,  July  21,  1861,  and  all 
(he  battles  of  the  army  of  the  Potomac  up  to  the  battle  of  Fredericks- 
burg. He  was  promoted  lieutenant  in  April  last,  and  immediately 
placed  on  duty  on  the  staff  of  Brigadier  (Seneral  Sully.  He  was  a 
gentleman  in  every  sense  of  the  word.  He  was  kind  and  courteous 
to  those  under  him,  and  his  high  sense  of  honor  and  unflinching  atten- 
tion to  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  won  for  him  the  confidence  and 
respect  of  superiors.  Among  his  brother  officers  he  was  respected 
and  beloved  for  his  genial  and  social  qu.alities,  and  strict  integrity  and 
gentlemanly  4ypoi'lmciil  gaiaed.  the  contidciacc  aad..4^lcun  yf-,iJl  wjjo 
knewJiim.    . 
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■  Lieutenant  Levering  was  Iwrn  in  tlie  cit)-  of  Philadelphia,  I'a. 
Graduated  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  in  TS46.  Some  years 
after  he  removed  to  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  where  he  engaged  in  the  bank- 
ing and  real  estate  business,  which  he  followed  until  he  enlisted  as 
stated  above.  It  is  tlainred  by  (len.  Sully,  Capt.  King  and  others 
that  he  was  the  very  lirst  man  in  the  United  Stales  to  enlist  in  defense 
of  his  country  when  insult  was  offered  her  glorious  stars  and  stripes, 
the  insignia  of  American  freedom,  and  the  thunderings  of  war  threat- 
ened the  demolition  of  her  institutions.  He  was  prompted  by  no 
other  or  higher  motive  than  that  of  pure  jjatriotism,  as  he  gave  u])  the 
peaceful  walks  of  life  and  a  lu(rative  business  for  the  hardslii|)s  and 
peril  of  the  cam].)  and  field  iind  meagre  pay  of  a  private  snldicr.  He 
asked  no  higher  commission  than  to  carry  a  musket  and  when  [iro- 
moted  it  was  without  any  solicitation  on  his  ]iart.  Pure  patriotism  has 
its  reward — the  names  of  its  heroes  are  wreathed  in  a  garland  of  glory 
that  will  last  until  the  extreme  verge  of  time. 

.-\bout  the  middle  of  January  following  his  death  his  remains  were 
disinterred  and  forwarded  to  his  friends  in  Philadelphia,  where  they 
were  reintombed  in  the  Ro.xborough  baptist  Cluinh  (  emetery,  where 
a  large  nimiber  of  his  relati\X'S  rest  anil  where  he  had  expressed  a 
desire  a  short  time  previous  to  his  death  to  be  buried.  There  rests 
the  true  patriot  and  lirave  soldier. 
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Ccppcnbtx  to  Procccbinas, 


pennaticnt  ©ujaniratton  to  bo  (Effected  — *'{?[  of 
doiniuittocs  up);ointo^. 

A  meetiiig  of  the  l,c\x-ring  Reiiniun  .\ssoci;ui()n  was  held  at 
Levering,  ().,  October  17,  i8gi.  Meeting  called  to  order  hy  the 
President.  Minutes  of  previous  meeting  read  and  apijroved.  ( )n 
motion  J olln  C  Levering,  C'harles  I!.  Levering  and  Allen  l.ewring 
were  appointed  as  a  committee  to  publish  the  proceedings  of  the 
recent  Reunion  in  liook  form,  the  niunber  of  ro|.>ies  to  be  determined 
by  the  committee.  It  was  resoUed  to  make  tiie  organi/.ation  perma- 
nent and  a  committee  on  Constitution  and  l!y-laws,  consisting  of  Allen 
■  Levering,  J.  C.  Levering  and' W.  C.  I'enn  were  appointed  to  report  at 
next  meeting. 

The  Association  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers  fjr  the 
coming  year  with  the  following  result; 

President,  Charles  1!.  Levering;  \'ice  President,  N'oah  C.  Lever- 
ing; Recording  Secretary,  Mrs.  hxluard  l,c\cring;  Corres]ionding 
Secretary,  John  C.  Levering;  Treasurer,  Shannon  Revering;  Histor- 
ical Compiler,  Frank  ( ).   Levering. 

On  motion  a  vote  of  thanks  was  tentlered  Mr.  ]■;.  W.  Rrown  for 
tire  use  of  his  grove  in  whicli  the  reunion  was  held. 

On  motion  a  committee  on  time  and  ]ilace  for  the  next  Reunion 
was  chosen,  consisting  of  C.  B.  Le\'ering,  Iv  W. 
ing,  Joseph  S.  C.raham  and  Allen  Revering. 

Rinance  Committee  — C.  li.    Revering,  .\ller 
Revering,  Noah  C.   Revering. 

Having  Ijeen  informed  of  the  death  of  Mrs. 
of  Denver,  Colorado,  wife  of  Frank  H.  Levering 
of  Col.  John   Levering,  of  Lafayette,  Lul.,  the  following  was  offered 
by  J.  C.  Levering: 
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Recognizing  the  fact  that  all  bearing  the  honored  name  of  Lever- 
ing in  the  United  States  belong  to  the  same  brotherhoiid, 

Resolved,  That  N^-e  humbly  bow  to  the  will  of  the  Ruler  of  the 
Ihiiverse  in'  removing  from  earth  oi\e  whose  sweet  and  culti\atetl 
voice  was  so  charming  here  to  join  the  choir  abo\e. 

RcsokrJ,  That  we  truly  sympathize  with  the  bereaN'ed  husband 
and  friends  and  send  our  symjiathy  and  condolence. 

Resolved,  'I'hat  a  co|iy  of  the  above  be  s]jread  u|iun  the  minutes 
of  the  Association  and  a  copy  be  send  to  the  iViends. 

Also,  having  learned  of  the  death  of  Mrs.  Martha  Levering,  wife 
of  William  C.  Levering,  and  mother  of  Manda  I,.  Croc  ker,  at  Rome 
City,  Ind.,  whose  protracted  illness  prevented  her  liushaiul  hum  at- 
tending the  late  Reunion,  has  been  called  to  the  reunion  above. 

Resolved,  That  we  humbly  bow  to  the  will  of  an  AlKvlse  I'rovi- 
tlence  in  calling  one  of  our  name  and  niuiiber  iVoni  earth  to  the  Lieller 
world  sini  e  the  Reunion  here. 

Resolved,  That  this  Association  tender  to  the  bereaved  husband 
and  family  our  true  symiiathy  and  conilolence. 

Resolved,  That  the  above  be  spread  upon  the  minutes  of  the  As- 
sodation  and  a  c-opy  be  sent  to  the  bereaved  friends. 

The  Association  dien  selecteil  the  following  lv\eculi\e  Connnil- 
tee:  .John  C.  Levernig,  Chairman;  Charles  I!.  Levering,  .\llen  Lev- 
ering, J.  1!.  Levernig,  Shann.)n  Levernig,  I'.dward  Levermg.  C.  W. 
Renn,  John  Williams,  |.  S.  Craham,  Daniel  Levering.  Lloyd  Lever- 
ing, Mi-s,  .Carrie  Levernig,  .Mrs.  ReiUon  Levering,  .M  rs.  J .  s'  <  baham, 
Mrs.  Satina  Levermg.  Mrs,  Mary  J.  Levering,  Mrs.  Lvdia  Levering, 
Mrs.  Hanna  Selover,  .Mrs.  Daniel  Levering,  .Mrs.  Zella  Levering. 
Mrs.  ]-:ila  Ho.sack,  and    Mr.  and   .Mrs.   I'',.  W.   brown. 

After  a  general  discussion  of  matters  pertaining  to  a  future  Re- 
union  and   family  history,  adjiuirned   t(j   meet  at   the  call   of  the  I'resi 

C'.    1!.    LIWIORINC,    J'resident. 

C.   ^V.    PI'.NN.   Seeretvy  pro  lew. 
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At  a  second  meeting  of  llie  Levering  I'amily  Reunion  As>0(iation 
held  at  tlie  residence  of  John  C.  Levering,  Dcceniljer  14,  iSyi,  upon 
the  call  of  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  tlie  committee  appointed  to 
prepare  a  Constitution  and  By-laws  made  a  report,  which  was  ndojjted 
and  is  as  follows: 

Whkrf.as,  The  name  of  Levering  being  coiiikh  ted  with  the  earl\- 
history  and  settlement  of  America,  two  brotlu-rs,  W'igard  and  (Icrhard, 
emigrated  to  this  country  more  than  two  htmdrcd  \'c;irs  ago,  whose 
descendants  are  now  to  l)e  found  in  every  State  and  'Territory  of  the 
Union,  whose  jjosterity  participated  in  the  Revohuionary  war  (or  the 
independence  of  the  United  States,  the  war  of  1812,  and  also  the  war 
of  the  Rebellion,  and 

Whkrkas,  The  name  has  ever  been  connected  with  the  progress, 
im[)rovement  and  prosperity  of  this  country,  for  the  purpose  of  foster- 
ing fraternal  relations  and  gathering  and  preserving  family  historv, 

A'fS('/7rd,  That  we  form  ourseh-es  into  an  organizalioii  ami  adopt 
a  Constitution  and  l!\-laws. 


CONSTITUTION. 


ARTICLi:    1. 

This  Association  shall  be  known  as  the  Le\ering  hanuly  His- 
torical Association. 

AR'l'iCLK    II. 

The  object  of  this  Association  shall  be  to  collect  historical  infor- 
mation concerning  the  family,  to  provide  for  holding  faniil\'  reunions, 
and  ]niblishing  family  history  and  genealogy. 

ARTICLE    111. 

The  officers  of  this  Association  shall  consist  of  a  President,  a 
Vice  President,,  a  Recording  Secretary,  a  Corresponding  Secretary,  a 
Treasurer,  and  Historian.  There  shall  also  be  an  lv\eciuive  Com- 
mittee to  consist  of  the  President,  Vice  l^resident,  Secretaries  and 
Treasurer,  and  four  other  members  to  be  elected   by-Jhe  .Association. 
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ARTICLE    IV. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President  to  preside  at  all  meetings  of 
the  Association,  to  fill  any  vacancy  that  may  occur,  and  perform  the 
duties  usually  belonging  to  that  office  in  deliberative  bodies. 

ARTICLE    V. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Vice  President  to  perform  the  duties 
of  the  President  in  his  absence. 

ARTICLE   VI. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Recording  Secretary  to  keep  a  record 
of  all  the  meetings  of  the  Association  in  a  book  provided  for  that 
purjwse,  and  to  receive  and  pay  to  the  Treasurer  all  monies,  taking 
his  recei])t  therefor,  and  to  notify  any  absent  members  of  their  elec- 
tion or  appointment  on  cuuimittees. 

ARTICLI':    Vll. 

Jt  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Corresponding  Secretary  to  take  charge 
of  and  conduct  the  correspondence  of  the  Association,  to  coUec  t  items 
of  interest  to  the  family  history,  and  report  to  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee and  Historian  when  called  upon  to  do  so,  and  ha\e  the  <are  of 
such  articles  as  may  be  donated  t(>  the  Association. 


AKTICL!';    \ 
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It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Treasure 
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the   Association,   and  to  pay   out   the 
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ARTICLE    L\. 

It  shall  be  the  duly  of  the  Historian  to  lake  charge  of  all  his- 
torical matter  jiertnining  to  the  Association,  to  collect  family  histor\' 
and  genealogy,  and  to  publish  the  same,  that  a  coin])]ele  family  his- 
tory may  be  preserved. 

ARTICLE    X. 

The  Executive  Committee  shall  have  a  general  supervision  of  the 
affairs,  tif. the.  Aiiswiatkiji,. to  appgjat  time  and  plage, Iw  »^cetiiigb,pr^ 
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Reiiuions,  and  the  appointment  of  .S]ic(ial  Con 
interests    nf    the    Assoiiation,    and    tlvc    incnili 


quortim   lor  the   tran.saelK 


ARTin.l-;    XI 


year,  the  date  to  he  fixed  by  the  l'',\eriiii\  e  Connnillee.  at  wliic  h  lime 
the  officers  of  the  Assoriation  shall  be  elected  and  continue  in  olVue 
until  their  successors  are  chosen. 

ARTlC'Id':    XI  I. 

This  constitution  may  be  altered  or  amended  at  any  animal  meet- 
ing of  the  Association  by  two-thirds  of  the  in^-mbers  ])resent. 

UN'  LAW'S. 

SkC'iiox  I.  Any  person  bearing  the  name  of  l,e\ering,  or  any 
person  connected  or  related  by  marriage,  may  become  niembers  of 
this  Association  by  signing  the  constitution  or  sending  their  name  to 
the  Recording  Secretary  and  paying  a  membershi[)  fee  of  two  dollars 
and  one  dollar  annual  dues. 

be  enlitled  to  vote  who  is  in  arrears  for  dues. 


On  motion  Col.  lolin  l,e\ering,  of  Lafayette,  Ind.,  was  elected 
Historian. 

The  I'resident,  Vice  President  and  Treasurer  were  authorl/e,l  to 
advance  the  sum  of  .f  50.00  to  the  Historian,  for  ihc  purpose  of  defra\- 
ing  the  preliminary  e\|)enses  of  ]iublisliing  the  •■  l.e\ering  Lamil\- 
History.- 

The  further  election  of  officers,  as  provided  by  the  constitution, 
was  deferred  until  the  next  meeting. 

There  being  no  further  busines.s  the  meeting  adjourned  to  meet  at 
the  call  of  the  Lresident. 

JOHN   C.    l.l'ATvKlXC,    Scrrdtirv  f/v  Am. 

CHAS,    11.    LFA'KKIXC;,    PnsidciU. 


'if.    to  icy  "J( •('.); 


N.  MANCHESTER, 


